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Introduction

When | decided to start a blog, | wrote the first three installments and let thenl { Sé¢ | 6 KAf S
posted them and announced the creation of the blog. | wanted to get past the romantic aspect of
RNBIYAYy3 a2YSOKAY3 dzLJs 2dzYLIAAy3a Ay FyR R2AYy3 Ad:
Now, more than 1Y¥ears later, lookig back, not only was | able to deliver a substantive posting each
month for 132months, | have 16f the 24postings for the next two years already written, and ideas

for the remaining eight mapped out!

On a semiegular basis, over a hommadecaféaulaity L NBIFR |y 2fR LRadAy3as
saythatL QY y 20 SYol NNJI!a&useR has Becoimg alabér ®f loeK S Y

Over the years, a number of regular readers have suggestdd fublish the postings in some sort of
printed book form. Having written numerous technical books, many articles for technical journals, and
a newspaper column, I am well aware of the formal publishing process, and the work involved in
getting what | mght consider to be a perfectly good manuscript into a shape that a publisher would
accept. Regarding writing books, my financial return was probably far less than the minimum wage! Of
course, | could sefpublish, and, in fact, | have access to a fadititgto just that at a very reasonable

cost. After serious consideration and putting my ego aside, | decided that | would indpedlrgh the

first 11-yearsworth of installments, but in an electronic book for®DFE And | would do so,
2AyailttyYSyida -wdith)peiVo@eZ 2y S &SI NRA

To make it worth having these Volumes available for downloading instead of readers simply going to
0KS ¢6So0aAidsS F2NIAyaalffySyida oyhsVolumeslHerd derite> L Q¢
SYKFyOSYSylG FyRk2NJ OKFy3aSa LQOS YIRSY

1 Did some light editing: corrected spelling mistakes, improved punctuation, and tweaked some
grammatical constructs

Corrected factual errors

Updated outdated information

Added an occasionait of extra relevant information as an aside

Addedmanymore links, primarily taVikipediaand Wiktionary

Added a few photos. [l fite installments using MS Word, which easily allows me to arrange
embedded photos. However, when | export the result to my blog (which is hosted by the freely
available BlogEngine.NET), the result is far from pleasing. As such, after some early
experimenttion, | have included very few photos.]

1 Added forward pointers to relevant installments that came later

= =4 =4 4 A

Vi


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caf%C3%A9_au_lait
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PDF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Wiktionary:Main_Page
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1 Regarding links to other installments, links to destinations that are in the same Volume resolve
to the corresponding chapter in that Volume; otherwisieey resolve to the blog web site.
[Fadftes | @SNEB o0A3 a¢KlFEy]l ,2dzHE (2 Y& NBODASSHSNA
GAUK YS FNRY GKS 0S3IAYYAYy3Iod b 2 Brieddshelplyéu mava,d@& R T N
good friendshelpy2 dz Y2 @3S 062RAS&AHE L KIFI @S y24d &Si4 FaiSR S
LQff 3IABS GKSY (GKS o0SySTAG 2F (KS R2dzodo®

Happy reading,

Rex Jaeschke, April 2021.
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1.December 2ap>4 QA OAT g - AT T OEAO 1T £ 91 OEOEEC
It was June and time to get back on the road again, this time to London, England. After some business
YSSGAy3da GKSNBX L LI IVofkéseForisarething Sifetedt,Q degidedtb take &lofg & Y
traveling companion, a very bright, stuffed togterpillar(whom I christened MrC), and to use him to meet

people and to take photewith-a-dif F SNEY OST (G KI G AaxX gA0GK KAY Ay Sl (
maybe | realljhavelost the plot!

Below, in§1.6, is a photo journal of the trip fror./ Q& LJS NIhisJ$ dnidriugptede; it wamt
published on my blog.

1.1 York and Surrounds

[Diary] At 11am, the Virgin Train express to Edinburgh departed with my Stog;, being the first. | sat facing
backwards, and my seatmate was a@2arold woman, Evia, from Latvia. Ethnically Russian, she learned
Latvian in school, along with English and basic French. She whghd ttebe with.

At the York railway station, | met a small boy who had two stuffed animals, so | stopped and introduced him t
Mr./ @ I A& FFEGKSNI AaYAEtSR a ¢S aLiXleSRoe L +Fftaz OKI
into the city, | spoke with a Wkinian woman who lived in San Francisco. My objective was the tourist office,
where | got great service and a chat. Back at the station, | looked at tourist information while waiting for a
local train toPoppleton a village on the edge of town. The train there ran every hour atitilites past.

During the éminute ride, | chatted with a very elegant woman (aroynd = L QR 3dzS&dao0 FTNRY
recently returned from a-8/eek river cruisall the way from Amsterdam to the Black sea. Next, she was
headed on a tour to Athens and the Greek islands. She certainly was living life to the fullest.

Host John had sent me walking directions from the train station. He, black Labrador Sam, and twereat

there to welcome me to their home. He showed me my room upstairs after which we drank tea. | outlined my
plan for my time in York and John helped me-fingzy S + F¥S¢ (KAy3ad ¢KSy L G
gave me maps and brochures to help.aresult, | changed my plan for the next destination. | also exchanged
a novel for one of his. The place was a-BedBreakfast (B&B). | had a very nice, big room with a large bed
and plenty of natural light, complete with tea/coffee facilities. Theas & shared bathroom down the hall. A
retired Aussie couple from rural Victoria were also guests. For supper, we all bought fish and chipsshand
peas which John fetched from a shop, and we dtank, and talked the night away. It was a good beginning

to my holiday. Lights out at Iim.

[Diary] As | got to the end of my street, several hundred yards from my bus stop, my bus went racing passed,;
bugger! Oh well, another would be along infBhutes. | walked into the village where | met an elderly man
waiting at that stop. He owned a restored fire truck, and was going to pick it up to take it to an exhibition. He
asked where | was traveling and highly recommended | visit the northeast coastcobtits.

Very light rain fell as | waitednd while we drove into and through York, and out the other side. Once we
cleared the builup areas, we came across fields of wheat surrounded by hedgerows, and a large horse farm
with newseason foals racing abbourhe end ofhe line was the village &tamford Bridgethe placevhere

King Harold defeatethe Vikings in 106§ust before he had to march his army south to face William the
Conqueror at Hastings.

The exact location of the battle is unknown, so | looked at the memorial plague before asking some locals for
information. | headed to the bridge avihe River Derwento a public path that meandered along the river.

1


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yorkshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caterpillar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upper_Poppleton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mushy_peas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mushy_peas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stamford_Bridge,_East_Riding_of_Yorkshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Stamford_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Stamford_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Derwent,_Yorkshire
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The path was a narrow swath cut througtiabt-high grass and stinging nettles with many wildflowers.
Althoughthe I aa ¢l & 6SGX Al KIFIRYyQdG 6SSy NIAyAy3a f2y13

| made my way to theiaductand walked on that over the river stopping to thath a group of villagers who

were working on a public garden at the old train station. Along the way, | stopped to pat some very friendly
dogs and to chat with their masters. | walked around the village stopping occasionally to take a photo. | went
inside the village church and wandered around the graveyard, which included markers for several local WWI
a2t RASNA® !'a LQR 4SSy LINBildGe YdzOK |tf GKSNB 4l &
me a day pass for the price of one metdrip, | decided to go back to York and get off there.

[Diary]. 01 K2YSX L aS8Sd dzLJ vyé fILJWi2L) 2y GKS ONBI{FIl a
this diary up to date after several days of neglect. Email arrived from friends Katlglamavith an update

and photos of their time in Dubrovnik, Croatia, a city | have plans to revisit for an extended period. Fellow
guests, Peter and Jan, returned from their trip into York, and we worketysglde sampling, repeatedly, the

/ 1 RodzNE azi KIOK&G O2ft I S LQR 02dzaKaG ® h dzNJ -iadlesdpdeswiin Y S
jam and cream. | resisted eating there and therdzi (221 2y S FT2NJ Ww2y ol a Ay

| researched th&lorth Yorkshire Moors area and went online and booked a room for three nights, and checket
out the transportation situation. For supper, | made a cup of cre&ohicken soup, which | ate with potato
chips, followed by a dessert of scones with a glasslkf hights out at 10, asleep at 10:01.

[Diary] | had a very nice breakfast of bacon, sausage, fried tomato on toast, and juice. | ate half and packed
GKS NBaid F2NJ Www2y o L ¢ f 1 S Rnomiyghbgs tolYKrs A 8w drdps efirdell 6 K S
along the way. | got off at the train station where | bought my ticket for the following day. Then | boarded a
city tour bus for a-hour tour, and | sat right up front, upstairs in the doubezker bus. After that orientation,

| walked through e@me nice gardens, atop one section of the old city wall, arouad ¢hk Minste(cathedral),

and along narrow streets of shops including the famous ®he,Shambles stopped to listen to on older man
playing welknown ballads on a guitar and harmonica, then to two young women singing while a young man
played guitar. As | approached, they were singing my new, favorite s@itig|ujah) by Leonard Cohen, and
GKFiQa ¢KIFG OFdAKG Yeé FGaSyaGAz2y o IChitSeperirsy odedheira 2 v 3
guitar case, and | put 1. | figured they wereigh school students.

It was a mostly nice and sunny day with a cool, strong breeze blowing. Feeling tired, | walked back to the trai
station for a pint of cold milk and@ornish pastfilled with Madrascurry beef.

[Diary]Iwasupat@ QOf 201 FyR LI Ol SR a22y FTFTOiSN®» !'{d yYonx
and sausage, and juice. It was all veddy civilized. | wrote in the guest book before settling in to a few more
chapters of Bill Bryso Q\&hort History of Nearly Everytithg ¢ KA OK L QR F2dzy R 2y I &
house at 10:45 and walked to the main village bus stop where | chatted witklenyetouple. It was overcast

with a cool breeze. | rode the bus to the York train station where | met two delightful Japanese ladies who we
heading back to London and Tokyo. | also chatted with a young backpacker from New Zealand.

1.2  Whitoys w20AYy | 22Rd€ed . I 85 YR {ty

The 12:15 train to Middlesbrough arrived. The good news was | had a reserved seat; however, the bad news
gl a GKFEG GKS GNIAYyQa LINAYGSN g1 do/tdhé reseddhat sfgEs>That 2
said, there was plenty of room and | staked out a table with four seats all to myself. As we raced north, | pore
over maps and brochures getting a better idea of where | was headed. Once | happened to look out the right
window where | saw th&ilburn White Horsea very large horse made 1857with limestone chips on the side
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of a hill. Soon after, the skies darkened, and it started to rain. At Middlesbrough, | hadiautg layover. On
the 1:15hour ride towhitby> L OKI G GSR gAGK Iy 9y3IfAaKg2YSYy HK2C
was headed for Whitby, and we exchanged information.

It was raining heavily as | came out of the railway station and crossed the street to the tourist office. There |
320G t20Ga 2F F22R AYTF2NXNIGA2Y | YR 0 NP OridedaNgy sithout. | €
Y& ¢622fSy KFEGiod /Iy @&2dz LX SIAS RANBOG YS dGan | (KN
Oxfamshop, and they had just the thing; a gaudy knitted hat suitable for a circws @od that doubled as a

tea cosy Itwas perfect, and cost on2!

Armed with my town map, | walked up some steep steps in the rain and soon found my new hatweey 4
townhouse that had been venycely renovated. Host Helen was there to meet me and to explain the house
rules. The first was to remove street shoes. And as | travel with slippers anyway, | was happy to do that. She
boiled water, but instead of tea, | made a cup of minestrone soup finy emergency rations. We chatted of
many things before | went up to the attic bedroom that had a window looking out over the river and the east
side of town. High on the hill the Abbey ruin was visible through light fog and rain.

| did a load of laundrgnd hung that all around my room to give the place samiance | worked on my
fFLIN2L) FYR GKSY &aLISydG l[jdzAdS a2YS GAYS 3JI2Ay3a (KNP
wasdon&€ L QR RSOARSR (KIFG GKNBS yA3akKida glayQid fz2y3

Although | was yawning, | decided to go out into the night air for a brisk walk. | rugged up and went out
around 8pm. Thankfully, the rain had long since stopddadured a large supermarket and picked up some

juice, sweets, cheese, and small deserts of vanilla custard and rice pudding. | walked all along the waterfront
on the east side stopping to look in all the shop windows. Mosfdast places were closed joist about to

when | came upon a fisqnd-chip shop from which | rescued a large sausage that was battered and fried. It
was served with a large cup of curry sauce into which | dipped said sausage. It was wonderful! | ate half and
then walked out to the esthof the East Pier right into the teeth of a strong and cold wind right off the North
Sea. At the end of the pier, | found a sheltered spot behind a stone wall where | finished offmghlate

snack. Back in my room, it was lights out at 9:30.

[Diary] When | woke, | felt sure itwasonly6Y' > o6dzi AdG 61 & y Sdoldhars of Sleept YESY R
| went downstairs to the kitchen where | made coffee and toast, which | smothered in raspberry jam and
cheese, together. It was a Breakfast of Chamgi | was very happy to take a break from a cooked English
breakfast.

Although the rain had ended, it was cold and windy out, so | rugged up before stepping outside around

112 Q0f 201 ® ¢KSNBZ 2 | YR 0SK2 ttdlef boMsfilled Wit soif dd@ngaay 3 N
colorful flowers. My host had lent me two town walking guidebooks, and my plan was to follow those. | startet
with the west side of town crossing the-called swinging bridge. | stopped off at theptain CooMuseum
GKSNB &2dzy3 WFHYSa t A0SR RdzZNAYy3I KAA aASEYlFyQa | LILIN.
and breakwater. After that, it was up the 198ps to the cemetery at $t.I NBE Q& OK dzNdkyd ! OO
3dzA RS6221X a¢KS ONRIFIR flFyRAY3&a YR aSHGa 6SNB RS
NEaGSR GKSANI 60dzZNRSYy 2y (GKS f 2y 3 OAbdeYRuin that indpike§theOf A
story of DraculaBack at the river | dropped by a fiahd-chip shop to sample a serving of fried onion rings.

Back across the river, | started the walking tour of the west side of town. That took me to an overlook having
an arciway made of whalebones near a statue of Captain Cook that had plaques from Australia, New Zealan
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and Canada, all marking his exploits in their lands. By the time | got back to my starting point the sun was ou
and it was decidedly warmer.

| was back amy B&B after 4%aours, and my legs were complaining about all the steep steps and paths. |
settled in at the dining table to handle email, name photos, and to work on this diahastehil, a

professional musician, and | chatted a bit before he headé¢dooconduct a small local orchestra. | continued
listening to an album biznyaand stopped along the way for a cup of minestrone soup and some leftover food.
A young Germagpeaking couple from Switzenid arrived and | gave them a brief orientation to the house

and town. They were staying two nights in a room in the basement.

After more than four hours of travel administration, | was ready for a stretch, so | dressed to go out before
retiring for the nidnt. | walked around for an hour, and the sun was still high in the skpmit 8 stopped off at

a large public garden around a museum center and large playground. Then it was back into the old town alor
back streets and alleyways. Lights out a21@® G&f 2 O

[Diary] | readied my daypack and was out the door by 9:15. The weather was decent, cool with lots of clouds
and no wind. | walked through the old town and on up the $t89s to the Abbey ruin parking lot. There at

9:40 | started the 6¥nile hike on theCleveland Wasglong the clifftops. | soon found that | had on too many
layers of clothing, so perspired quite a bit. The path went way up and way down, repeatedly, and | sure was
happytogettov 2 6 A vV | zaffeRR2%kours. The village had an upper part (where | arrived) and a lower
part down by the water. | quickly decided that | had no dedie¢ alone energy to go down and back up one
more hill, so | stayed in the upper section sitting on the grass having my lunch and a pint of milk.

After a 40minute break, | turned around and went back up the hill to the Cinder Trail, the bed of a former
railway track that was removed many yearsagal KI2 dzZ3 K A G gl ayQd adaSSLIE AG |
first four miles of the return trip. It ran inland following the hill contour and was several hundred feet higher
than the coastal trail. | took just over two hours to get back to Whitby. Bytiimat, my feet were very sore

with several small blisters developing. After a hot shower and a large drink of juice, | lay on the bed wonderin
how | could have done such a punishing thing. To revive, | had a cup of boiling tea with extra sugar.

IstayedifF 2 NJ 6 KS S@SyAy3d> a4 L RARYyQU gl yd G2 Lidzi Ye
worked on various bits of administration including researching the next area to visit and the next place to stay
My first choice forahosthadthe géll2 G dz2Ny YS R2gy | a4 &aAKS It NBFRe& KI
make them share a bathroom with me. Well, | farted in her general direction and went on 8. Riarny soon

after, | found the perfect place, in a town, some distance away, and tiatlho 6 & RSt AIKG SR
0S 2dzi 6KSY L FNNAOPSRI odzi aKSQR fSIFH@S I 1S@& KAR
make myself at home. Lights out at 10, tossed and turned Lihtlead some more, and finally put out the
lighto6 @ YARYAIKGIP® ! f GK2dzZAK L ¢+ a KILILR G2 KIFI@S R2yS
for money!

[Diary]L &t SLJG NI 0KSNJ FAGTFdA & gAGK Ye £S3a IyR (ySS
up around 2 Q Of 2weht ddwyf far a light breakfast. | headed out into a nice day arourahiand

started by buying a train ticket to my next destination, a village near Harrogate. Then | rescued@d an

of Pepsi from a shop and enjoyed the caffeine boost. Aftendhe walk the day before, | abandoned my idea

of going to the North York Moors National Park to walk around. Instead, | decided t&godeengda small

village some four miles up the coast. How&verii KS o6dza GKSNB 41 &4 OSNEB I GS3
Families were playing down on the beach, ducks swam in the small river that came down from the hills, and
people sat outside several restaurants and cafes eating lunch and drinking coffeeeg\tttie sun was nice
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and warm, and with little wind, it was very pleasant.

| walked to the end of the village and found a second river going back up into a valley with stone cottages ea
side and walking paths and seats by grassed areas down near tlee. \&athe end was the village church. In

the entrance, | stopped to look at the cost of various ceremonies one could have conducted by the Church of
England: Marriage service £413; Baptisms were free, but a certificate cost £13; and Funeral with thérial in
churchyard preceding or following a service in the church £310. | sat on a bench near the seawall and read n
novel for some time before an elderly woman joined me and we chatted at length. She was on a day outing
with a teenage granddaughter.

Mid-afternoon, | rode the bus back and bought a nice tuna salad, potato chips, and milk, and settled on a
bench to eat while a school band performed in the public plaza. Although the weather was still decent, dark
clouds crept closer. | was back inmy ram2 QOf 201 fAa0SyAy3a (2 YdzaAO |y
FSttd LYy GKS S@SyAy3as L ¢Syl 2dzi F2NI I ¢l €1 G2 0
arrived Monday evening. Along the way, | dropped into several snacgsilo have a battered sausage, a

scoop of ice cream, and a pint of milk. Back home, | finished off my novel. Lights ogt@Q@f 2 O @

[Diary] Travel Day! | woke just beforeatn, and after a long, hot shower, | packed my gear and vacated my
room just aghe cleaning ladies arrived to service the house. | spent the morning sitting at the dining table
working on various tasks. Although some rain fell, things brightened up as the morning wore on. At 11:30, |
departed my place and headed for a narrow stieatported to have a bakery with the best sausage rolls in
town! | wanted two, but for an extra lfience, | could get four. That was not a tough decision by any means,
YR S@Sy (K2daAK (KS& RARYQl KIF @S | yeé iehtlguardtity of that 2 F
nectar in a paper cup for me to take away. | made my way to the train station as a few drops of rain fell. Ther:
| chatted with a couple from Nottingham. When | asked about the health ofgheirff, they replied that he

was well.

1.3 Knaresborough, Harrogate, Skiptpand Leeds

| boarded the 12:18,-2arriage train to Middlesbrough, and took a table with four seats all to myself, and | sat
facing forward. Across the wayas an older couple with a very wbkhaved dog who got constant attention
from me during the 9@ninute trip. It was slow going as we had dtéps. The whole trip was through valleys in
amongst rolling hills, with small rivers with heron, hedgerows,estealls, and green fields all with yellow and
white flowers. There were newly shorn sheep, dairy cattle, geese waddling home from a pond, horses, and
pheasants. It was a wonderful trip. Although it was overcast, there was a nice breeze coming in theough th
window.

After a 45minute wait in Middlesbrough, | caught the 14:27 train for Manchester Airport getting off at York,
where | had another 4hinutebreak As | waited for my 16:10 train, | struck up a conversation with a young
womanwhowas anartstugell ¢ K2aS YSRAdZY 61 & LIK20G23aIN)I LKe&d {KS
to university, and was 2gars old. She was the youngest of four daughters and had spent her formative years
in France, so was fluent in French. We hit it off immediately, & it SR YS (G2 KSNJ Y2(KS]|
tea, and | accepted. From the statiorkinaresboroughit was a short walk to the middle of town and soon we

5 SNBE Ay KS NGiMBelivkeseNet heinkothér)Elizabeth. We chatted over tea after which
9fATI0oSOK AY@GAGSR YS G2 | YdaAAOLIt O2y OSNI € GdSNJ
first name was Boadecea, an alternative spelling forf#lmeous warrior queeywith whom | was somewhat
familiar. Like her namesake, she was a very independent woman, and meeting her was most fopigtbus.

say repeatedly about travel, you can have a good or bad time angwhehe world; it largely depends on
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your attitude and the people you meet. And traveling with a colorful, toy caterpillar sticking out of your coat
pocket makes meeting interesting people much easier!]

| walked out into the rain and after Iinutes four my new home, a private house with a large yard in a nice
YSAIKOZ2NK22R® aé K2aGX /2NNRYlFX g1 & 2dzix odzi akKks$s
settled into my nice upstairs room. As it had been a bit humid out, | showeretieamdressed for an evening

of music. At 6:45, | headed out for®t2 Ky Qa / KdzNOK gKSNB L OKFGGdSR ¢Ai
R22NB G2 0SS 2LISYSR® L 062dAKG | GAO1SG F2NJ mc 3Si
andsoorr FGSNE 9f AT F0SGK YR KSNJ FNASYR { (SHiIKSY S §K?2
Forshawand the Sanctuary Ensemble began their concert. According to the program, his migs&sekge
ecclesiasticasound world. He played saxophone, while two other men played percussion and an electric orga
FYR | g2Yly aly3ad L gl ayQi adzNBatusnga sax, hutdt wa&Eb3s OG  F
enjoyable and very well arranged. The event took two hours, and included an intermission during which we
went to the church hall for refreshments. While others drank wine, | had a glass of appiédwittowerdrink

while chatting with a man who was taking an opexppreciation course.

When we adjourned, the weather out was very nice, and | walked home humming all the way. There | met m
host before retiringa my room to readHost Corinna was a single mom with three young kids who lived half
each week with her and half with their father. Before kids, she travelled a great deal and was an outgoing
person who just happened to rent out her spare rooifhe aftenoon and evening had left an excellent first
impression of my new town.

[Diary] | went downstairs around8 QOf 201 YR KIFIR &a2YS FTNHzZAGX 2dzA OS>
activities for the next few days. Corinna joined me atBand we chattedThen she worked on her computer
at her end of the dining table while | did likewise at mine. | extended-aay 3tay with her by two days then
FFGSNI Yy K2dzNJ 2F NBaSINOKX LOQR 0221SR |y dzJaolf s

,2N] AKANBZ YR LQR YFRS | LXFy F2NIK2g (2 aLISYyR
| stepped outside at 12 QOf 201 Ayd2 I YIFIIYAFAOSYd RIFIe GKIG oI &
and keeping an eye out for a bakery. | found one in the main square and | bought aarietesén roll for a

fAIKG Ayl 01X FYyR I o002y NRff FT2N WYw2yd L RNERLILIS

the streets to the castle and adjacent museum where | took a tour. The attendant was ever so obliging when
asked her todke a photo of me in thgtocks Nearby were very nice gardens, on the steep slope going down to
the river. | walked along the riverbank for quite some distance and watched people working on expanding
further their already generous waistlines. I tried to rent a rowboat at two different places, but they required at
least two passengers, one to row, facing backwards, the other to steer using a rudder, facing forwards.
Frankly, in all my years around rowbdat L QR Yy S@SNJ aSSy 2yS 6A0GK I NMUzRR
area and sat in the sun on the steps of a monument where | chatted at length with a woman who was campir
in the area.

[Diary] | headed out at 1am. The local bus stop was a few yardsrfnmy frontdoor,and | had a 18ninute

wait during which an elderly man talked to me of many things. The bus took ReitogateQ dain bus

station where | checked the timetables for the return &gowell as other trips later in the wedlext doomwas

the train station, so | went there to buy my ticket to London for later in the week. The friendly agent found me
a very good fare, which, oddly enough was in First Class, so | locked that in.

Harrogate is an upscale place full of nice (expensive, that is) shops and eating establishments. One of its mo
famous placess Bettys Café Tea Roonso | dropped by to look the patrons through the window. From
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there it was down a steelpill through a very upscale area. It wasned Forces Daand a special activity was
being held at a gardecomplex nearby. The grounds were in bloom and many pegaeng and old were
dressedn civilian and military clothing from WWII. The live entertainment featured singers and bands playing
tunes from that era, and booths sold food and drink. A number of\&Hicles were on display, and the
Yorkshire Regiment had a booth, as did the Royal Air Force Reservafieitidon, aSpitfirefighter flew over
several times to great applause. Itmad a few drops a couple of times then a bit stronger once, but only for a
FS6 YAydziSao ! FGSNBIFNRaz ¢S |ttt 3246 ol O1 2y G4KS
London and were enjoying the city.

[Diary] | was awake well before my 6:20n alarm. After a small snack, Corinna and | drove through the
countryside tSkiptorz 12 LA Ol dzLJ KSNJ 6 KNBES OKAf RNBY 6K2QR 0o
hills of green grass, stonealls, and sheep. It was very scenic. At 7:45, she dropped me right in the middle of
G26y® ¢KS YIFIAYy &adGdNBSO o6 a odzaeé | a LIS2LXS 6SNB as
FNRPdzy R 2 2NASYG YeéeaSt T L omigheradveriRpleasant woimantsenied nefaS
bacon roll and a tall glass of steaming hot chocolate. | grabbed a local magazine from a shelf and did some
puzzles, and then read an interesting article about thlauaching of a 5§ear-old set of TV puppetshe
ClangersThe new venture starred Michael Palin (of Monty Python fame) as the narrator.

| walked along a canal path and stopped to look at some barges on which people lived. When | came to a ba
NByGrt LIXIFOSZ L ¢Syl 2y062INR 2yS (G2 &SS K2g[Foel ¢
a2YS @SINEZ NByuGuAy3a | Ol yIf 0 ByNE émeKdotback td he/matksf, Y &
booths were open, and | stoppad2 06 dz&8 OKS I LJ LJ A NRA £2 7 (& 2A1K(Sa (R TI2NN adi S
map and some brochures, and | watched a greatr®®ute video of Yorkshire. The main attraction of the town

is its welpreservedtastle so | toured that. While there, | learned about the large Castle Woods behind it, so |
decided to hike there. It was a mile up along a small, cascading river, then a mile west to the edge of the
woods, all under a heavy canopy. My tl@oorite plants were everywhere: moss and ferns. Once out of the
wood, | climbed atile2 SNJ I FSyOS FyR 4l f1SR FYy20KSNJ YATS ol
climbed a large stone stile at the top of a hill, | met a woman walking a dog. We talked for a bit and admired
the view of the valley and town. The path entered town right byt { SNR& ¢Sl w22Yasz 6K
So, | dropped in for another glass of hot chocolate, which | drank with my leftover breakfast. | sat outside und
an awning watching the world go by. | walked back along the canal and hopped on a tour baa@fo

minute tour along one section of the canal below the castle, feeding the ducks with a packet of food | bought
2Y02FNR® | F@Ay3d KIFEIR Fy SIENIe& adFNIZ LQR R2yS [I|ff

There were no direct I3ges or trains to Harrogate, so | caught a traihéeds We went through rolling hills of
green grass, stone walls, and sheep. In Leeds, | walked around the city center for an hour. It was mostly
modernhigh-rise with upscale shops and eatipces with a few old buildings-bretween. | bought an ice
ONBI'Y YR 1SLI Ay (KS akKlIRST Fa Al ¢l a ljdAdS &1 N
there, right next to me standing havingaizz, was a young guy playing with his mobile phone. It brought a
O2YLJX SGSfe ySg YSIyAy3a G2 ( kthutévgaboardddiaNBinty Ay 3 DA
Knaresborough via Harrogate, angou guessedit we went through rolling hills of green gis stone walls,

and sheep!

| walked into town and bought emergency rations at a supermarket before heading home. Not only were

I 2NAY Yl Qa GKNBS {ARA&A UOUKSNBI odzi a2 (22 6SNB FAOS
of kids shald be. And it was great to see that not one of them was using an electronic gadget. | kept out of
their way by laying on my bed reading my novel, venturing out once all the guests had gone home. | heated t
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some leftover food and had a light supper befgetting back to my novel. Lights out at At after a great
day.

1.4 The Dales an#ateley Bridge

[Diary] It was Travel Day! | packed my gear and was waiting at the bus stop out front by 9:48gdmnast

pulled up several minutes later. We had a leisurely ride into Harrogate where | hadial@ wait until my

next bus. The Numbe@d to Pateley Bridge arrived, we boarded, and it left, right on time at 10:30. Fhe 50
minute ride cost£6. A young mdter with a small child in a stroller sat up front next to me, and we chatted

until she got off. | looked out the windows on both sides as we drove through the countryside. You guessed it
there were green fields, stone walls, and sheep. However, therealgerbdedgerows and cattle. All buildings
were made of stone and had slate roofs. | was now well and truly ividheshire Daledt was quite hot out

and rather humid.

In Pateley Bridgel wert to the tourist office where | got a map of the village and some information about
things to see and do. | also bought a walking map that described a series of short hikes in the area. Next up
was my B&B, Roslyn House, where | planned to drop my geae lgefimg walking. Even though | arrived four
hours before cheek time, my room was ready, and the hostess, Judith, showed me to my room.

| chose a @nile walk that would take me up to the top of the highest hills in the area, from which I could look
out over the river valley. The first couple of miles were quite steep, starting on paved roads and then soon
0SO2YAYy3d Llzof A0 LI GKa | ONRaa TFTINXYSNBRQ FTASEtRaAD ! &
Y& KSINI oF O] AY Y2NAKSE( & KRB KQ2 dzfdR ad O2dzZA R 06 S
on my way to deliver twin lambs on a remote farm, just like veterinakianes Herridd €

At the top of the ridge, | cesed a section of moorland. However, when | came to a fork on the path, my
guidebook provided no help. | went back and forth several times trying to find out which option to choose. By
that time, the skies were getting dark and thunder and lightning wesegcross the valley. Light rain fell right
about the time | realized | was no longer where | was supposed to be. Then the-bfedhierhunderClaps
sounded directly above me. The Gods seemed to be quite angry. But was that at me, specifically, or at
mankind, in general? | was no longer on a path, so | waded through the tall grass, climbed a stone wall, and
crawled under a high gate, generally heading for the valley below where | knew the river and a path to be.
Somewhere along the way, my sun hat felhi my waistband and was lost. | was in no mood to go back and
look for it. The weather held off, but just as | got to the river, light rain fell again. However, from that point on,
| was under a thick canopy of trees. | was back home after@86, and. ¥ A 3 dzNJE2 mileQ RoreR 2 v S
GKFY LQR LXIFYyySR® / QSald 1 @GASH .01 Ay Y& NR2Y:
anything useful. It was hot with no breeze.

At62 QOf 2012 L @Sy ddz2NBR 2 dzi nipénd & snallrestaugantkutkedlaiivy éh& U 2
back alley. | was the only customer until a couple arrived a bit later. | ordered the sausages, mashed potato,
and gravy, which came with a very large plate of cooked vegetables. | sippedcaldi€zoke whilewaited. It

was a lot of food, but | took my time and worked on some puzzles. Afterwards, | walked around the village
A02LIIAY3A G2 o6dz2 + LAYyG 2F ¢6K2fS YAf{od .01 Ay Ye
where | swapped overthetwn2 21 a4 LQR FTAYAAKSRO®

Lights out at 10:30 and | was asleep right away. | slept soundly until 11:55 when it sounded like the sky was
falling, which it was! A hailstorm came and went in about four minutes, and from the sound of the ice chunks
landing, some othem were big. | heard the sounds of glass and other things breaking. The burglar alarm on
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one car was activated, and kept on with lights flashing for some time. It rained very hard for no more than
10minutes, and the water rushed down the side streetraytwindow. The rain stopped altogether soon after
and all I could hear was the sound of bleating sheep. Certainly, some hailstones would have been big enoug!
kill or maim a small animal.

[Diary] Soon after @ QOf 201X L 61 & R 2 gtlyplajed waltek Bhilefhar yivsham wakEn2 Y ®
charge of the kitchen. | had a glass of orange juice while studying the menu. There was a wide range of
choices. | settled on some toast, a fried egg, bacon, fried tomatoes, and black pudding, saving the bacon for
Ww2yd L (221 Yeé GAYS FyR ¢2NJ SR 2y a2YS Lz T ¢t Sa
The storm had certainly cooled things off and cleared the air of humidity, and except for all the small dents in
the cars from the hailandabrofe 6 Ay R2¢ Ay GKS . 3. Q&8 RAYAY3I NR2YZ
occurred.

| set out on a nile walk/hike around my village. | took no jacket or pack, as it was oniyige2valk!

However, not long into it | found that the distinct lack of signpfistshe paths and the lack of information in

my guidebook made it as challenging as the day before and pretty soon | was off the network and climbing
fences. It occurred to me that the map might have been left over from WWII when misinformation was
deliberately circulated to confuse any invading enemy. After an extra mile or more, | made it back home, but
y2i 0ST2NB AGQR 3I2G0Sy ljdadS 022f gAGK GKdzy RSNJ |
my shirt was soaking wet. What to do kit right down and boil the kettle for a hot cup of tea. That was
matched nicely with some fruitcake and a cookie. The downside of the local walking experiences was that |
abandoned all interest in doing another in the afternoon.

[Diary] As | stepped out of my B&B, a Royal Air Force fighter jet flew directly overhead at a very low altitude
with its noise shattering the rural silence. At 11:15, | was at the bus stop and soon after, the 11:30 departed f
Harrogate. On the way, we had thelmatory green fields, stone walls, and sheep! At Harrogate, | made the
short walk to the train station where | settled into a coffee shop for a large latte and a blueberry muffin that
gl a ad2 RAS T2NWw¢

1.5 London

L I NNAGSR | { [ 2y R2000515,%id joagat my WaR thraughiall thelpaoplg to theN.2
Hammersmith and Circle Tube line. It was very humid, especially underground and on the train with little air
circulation. | checked into my hotel at Paddington, dumped my gear, and headed badaioyirao the city.

A new theater guide had been issued the day before, so | grabbed a copy at my hotel to read on the Tube to
Leicester Square. There was only one new play that | really wanted to see, but | thought that might be too ne
to be on sale yefTo my pleasant surprise, tickets were available and at a decent price, so | made my way to
the Vaudeville Theatre on The Strand where | took up a seat in the stalls with a great view of the stage. At 7::
the lights went down and the curtain went up @scar A f RIS Méortance of Being Earnestarring

David Sucheand Michelle DotriceSuchet played a woman, Lady Bracknell, and he did it superbly. The three
acts plus intermissions ran 2iaurs, and the play was extremely well received, with a standing ovation and

two curtain calls. It had beenalong®8n aAy O0OS LQR Sy22@&SR I LXFe& GKIFGQ
{dzOKSG 2y aidl 3S Ay [ 2y R2y RoirbisfeRotypévithdhose SeffdrmahcgsR i NIz

[Diary] Julyd® 1 YSNA OlI'Y LYRSLISYRSyOS 5F&8H hKX alré& OlFly é&z2d

At Paddington Station, | boarded the Heathrow Express train and, at 8:10, it departed forrtieul® ride to
LHR. My carriage was quite full for a Saturday morning, especially congittexirirains depart every
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15minutes. | got off at the first stop and made the long walk to Tern#inahere checkn took place way up

on the %" floor. | said goodbye to my luggage and passed through the priority security check whére Mr.
survived thex-ray machine. The estimated walk to my gate wasriButes! Of course, with nfyever_eague

boots | managed that in half the time, but it was quite a hike. Near my gate was a United ABliseess

[ 2dzy 3SY 6KSNB L &aSidé dzLd OFYLI Ay | O2YF2NIloftS &ast
| looked at the food on offer there and rescued a couple of tasty Lincolnshire sausages and some fried potatc
That was accompanied layglass of peach nectar.

At112 QO0t 201 =X L 3280 dzLJ G2 €221 FG GKS RSLI NIidzNBE aoON
Being July™, they had shredded pork with BBQ sauce, coleslaw, and beans. It looked so good that | figured i
wouldo S 6 SG G SNI 0 KI y-flightks8 | helpay my&elf to &portichS i Ay

[Diary] Back home, | unpacked my gear and went through three weeks of mail, and had an unnecessary snac
and drink. It was good to be home with my own kitchen and bepktlag kicked in, | wandered off to bed at

7:30, local time (12:38m, London time).
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1.6 Mr. CGoes toLondon and Yorkshire

For something different, | decided to take along a traveling companion, a very bright, stuffed toy caterpillar,
and to use him to megpeople and to take photewith-a-difference; that is, with him in each of them. Yes,
LQY adAaftt I 1AR Fd KSI NI That sdidk on thé \@er§ interestédand iriteestikg: @
people approached me while the waéyo-serious onesépt their distance.

Rex Jaeschke, July 2015

Some Important Background greenandyellowfrog,and a took Frog instead, leaving
multi-colored caterpillar. For Caterpillar with Princ&ex.
the price of a few brass
farthings, the adoptions were
completed,and the frog was
christenedFrog and the

Once upon a tim¢April 2010),
in a land far, faaway (in
Reston, Virginia, US, actually),
there lived a handsome prince

Since then, Prince Rex and
Caterpillar, and Lady Felicity
and Frog have lived happily

call_ed Re_x. [Actually, &exis caterpillar was named ever after.
Latin forking, it may seem Caterpillar or Mr. G, for short. The End
rather silly to have a prince [Being a bit inbred, the royals '
called King, but hey, this is a had limited imaginatior] London

fairy story, and more )
AYLRNIGFyGtex AGQa
fairy story, so back off! OK?] 3

The prince had a niece, Lady
Felicity Jane, who in turn lived
in another Kingdom that was
even further away (in
Australia). [Rumor has it that
Felicity Jane had a terrible pain,

right in the middle of her belly. . .
Some said iwas, probably As Prince Rex and Lady Felicity

5801 dza8d aKSOR §1 Eh ?ed around his kingdom,
14 helpings of jelly. However, ey took Frog and Caterpillar

GKFG0s | sK2t S 2 YREKY E"e”"’ﬂ%e&hﬁy

went the peasants cheered

L,ady Feligity d,ecided topaya Falicite retur
OAaAru uz tNAYOS WomE %ytoo FCéter H;IIIa@;Wlth
sometime after her arrival, she P

and Prince Rex were traveling
around the kingdom looking at
garage sales when they came

Showing his Ticket to the Heathrow
her, and for some time after, Express Train Conductor

Frog andCaterpillar
corresponded via some form of

across a boxful of orphaned magical mail.

stuffed animals looking for new After three long years, Lady

homes. While all the animals CSt AOAGE NBGIINYSR (2 t NAyOS wSEQ
looked quite eager to have a kingdom, bringing Caterpillar

new family, there were two in with her. However, when she

particular that caught Prince returned to her kingdom, she

wSE YR [l Ré& CSftAOAGEQa SesSazx |
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It's Elementary, my Dear Caterpillar; At

Baker Street Tube Station Checking out Monikghe-TealLady's
Tattoo

Wi : NATIONAL

If You Don't Understand it, it's Art!

Cooling Off by the Fountain in Trafalgar

Help! There's a Very Hungry Caterpillar in Square

the Biscuits

Making Friends at Piccadilly Circus

12
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Getting Ready to Address a Cabinet
Meeting

Phone HomeMr. C.

\

Waiting for a Glimpse of the PM at
Number 10

a
L

Westminster Palace (Parliament House)

God Save our Gracious Caterpillar

At the Entrance of Pall Mall

Studying a Horse Guardsman up Close

13



Forget the 10 Speeds! Do You Have Any
with 10 Pedals?

Looking out at St. Paul's

Admiring Big Ben's Tower

Making Friends at Pizza Hut

L {T@r& to Pay the Piper
Waving to the Thames Boat Tourists
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In and Around York

Playing with Friends at York Railway
Station

L ¢KAY]l LQY Ay [ 2

Bridge

Getting Advice from Kathleen at the
Tourist Office

Having Tea and a Biscuit at our B&B

Setting Out on His First Public Path Sampling an English Breakfast
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Walking the City Walls with &riend

Getting up Close and Personal with the
Fudge Lady

Making Friends from Japan

f
et s

The Abbey that Inspired the Story of
Dracula

Sampling a Madras Curry Pasty

The Whitby Area

Listening to Street Musicians

Psst! Wanna Buy Some Shares in a Glue
Factory?

Settling in to a new B&B
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Holy Toledo! This is Hard Work for a Taking Stock at the Knareshorough Castle

Window Caterpillar

Thar She Blows, Captain!

Getting Orders from the Home Guard
Captain on Armed Forces Day

Cleveland Way Path: Only 6Miles A Day at the Seaside at Sandsend
to Go!

Greater Harrogate

Coming up Short at the RAF Recruiting
Booth

The Case of the Knitted Bicycle
Crossing a Stile in Style!
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In a Pig's Ear at Skipton Market! After Our Canal Boat Ride in Skipton

In the Dales

Caterpillar Heaven! | Can't Believe He's Gonna Eat all That!

Communing with Nature in the Skipton
Castle Woods

Looking Out over the Moors

Our Veddy Upscale B&B in Pateley Bridge

I'd Say this Cow Left two Daysgo
Over the Stile We Go
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2. * AT O A OU Faptiad], AulmssieCBtyle 6

The wordfootball means different things to different people. To an Axd O | ¥nZericAnfc@thal(of

which Canadian footbalk a relative); to most Europeans, Asians, Africans, and now many Aussies, it
oftenmeanssocceml (12 ! dzZadASa FTNRBY U KSstriNiinRKes Fénth@@dssie2 T (1 K S
Rules);tosome & SNJ ! dz2aAS&>X YAGAAZ CASALl yaIugdyledfgethg & W
Irish playGaelic Football | Y R (i K8y uriiolf &ieis) @thefootball codes

/Lt YS O6AlASRX odzi KIF@Ay3a 0SSKANE ABS R 23N HZKA
never been able to get remotely interested in any othede of football. | ask you, what sort of games

allow time-outs; require that you break your nose at least once per season; have players who look and
often behave like professional wrestlers; penalize you for getting ahead of the opposition; dress you

like a gladiator; have specialty players who get only a few minutes -fietthtime each game; or after

two hours of play end in a rAilil draw?

Ly GKAa Saalbeées gA0K @OSNE TS 7TdzNI roseNdekoddaizi § 4> L
footbal,lF & LISNFSOGSR 526y ! YRSNI 0dzii saydNINRF StAS KRRy RS
F2200 f £ ¢ L QutraN® FoShNTeaqBAFL) @atioiaKcBmpetition, whose pl& NA Q
220a NB (G2 LINRBROFERADP2YEMGOG{SEASNE (2 GKS (2L
Territory, in which almost all players have fthe jobs outside of football, and who play football on

the weekends in season. Many of these play8dlg a2 YS FTAYIFYOAIlf O2YLISyal i
refers to all other leagues, in which some players of some teams might get paid at least something
depending on the level of the league and the local economics.

2.1 The Basics

In Australia, the game of AussRelles is played from March through September; that is, in late autumn,
winter, and early spring. The regular seasamalled theminor round runs around 22james and is
followed by a series of finals. The AFL has sspeson competition, and at that timmany leagues

play trial games between teams in the same or different leagues as practice matches.

A game is played over four 2Binute quarters. During the quarteand threequarter-time breaks,
the coach addresses the players on the field, while attivai, the players leave the field and rest in
their dressing room.

The game is played on awal, a field whose shape is, well, oval. The object of the game is to kick the
ball between the goalposts at each end of the oval; high score wins (more omatdgt [Games can be
drawn, and under certain circumstances, a draw can result in extended time. In all finals, if scores are
tied at the end of official time, two fiveninute periods are played. If the scores are still tied after this
extra time, play conhues until the next score.

When | played, each team had glayers suited up, 18 on the field and tweserveon the bench. A
reserve could only take the field if a teammate left the field; no interchange was permitted. Later,
interchanging of players vgaadded, so players could be rested, and-tsilitating injuries could be
treated. Later still, in some leagues (including the AFL), the number of reserves was increased to four
for a team total of 2layers.
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Of the 18 on the field for each team, 1%4tin fixed positionsandBa G NRBF YAy 3¢ LI | & SN
with 6 in each of two zones within 3fleters of the goals and six across the center. Of these 6 in the

center, 4 are within a4y SGSNJ OSY G NI f &ljdz- NE® ! (S| YoRthe 2 FF Sy 2
field at the same time. After play commences any player can run/play anywhere on the oval. Each of a

G S YQa -pmsitionPlayer§Has a direct opponent, who they are saistémd Each quarter, the

teams change ends.

Once a player has possessiaf the ball, there are two ways of disposing of it: kicking it with either leg
or holding it still in one hand while punching it with the other fist (calléduadbal). Throwing the ball

is not permitted! A player cannot carry the ball beyond ifeters without kicking it, handballing it, or
bouncing or touching it on the ground.

If the ball has been kicked a minimum ofrh&ters without being touched by anyone, a player can
catch the ball. This is calleshrking the ball and the playetook a mark Unless the marking player
plays on (that is, runs on with the ball), play stops, no tackling is allowed, and that player chooses to
restart play either by kicking or handballing. Marks can often be quite spdataeith players leaping
1¢1.5 meters (85 feet) off the ground.

The AFL has X8ams in one national league, with 10 of them in one metro area, Melbourne, a city of
around 5million people. My own state capital, Adelaide, a city of around a milliontviaseams

O KAOK LI I & SIFOK 20§KSNJ i ¢ 3sh@nShowdosit ®ay! REI-BKRE QA
pro league $ANF)_has 1Geams.

2.2 The Playing Field

At each of the two narrow ends of the oval there are four posts. The inner two are taller and are the
goal posts Theouter two are thebehind postsThe boundary of the oval is marked with a thick, white
chalk line.

There is no fixed size for an oval, and they vary frong185 meters (145200 yards) long, godb-
goal, and 11@155meters (12@165 yards) wide. [Th®larvel stadium in Melbourne is covered by a
retractable roof.]

Markings on the ground include 5fieter arcs (from the center of the goal line) at each end of the
ground, and a Bneter diameter circle in the center of the ground surrounded by anéer square.

alye 2@0rta KIFIgS 4G tSFrad a2ySsS fA3IKG G26SNR G2 |
Some ovals have major lighting systems allowing for games to be played at night. [The oval at-my semi
pro club, Norwood, was well lit, as it alsosted semipro baseball games at night.]

While ovals host football games in winter, many also lmosketgames in summer. Cricket uses a
rectangular pitch some 2@eters (22yards) long and several nf@tNE o0& NRa0 @GARSS 2
center. Better pitches are made of turf and are rolled hard. The worst are made of concrete, which can
hardly be hidden by several inches of dirt during football season! Even so, heavy rain on the sandy soil
of a tuif pitch in winter can make for a mud patch! The refurbishettlaide Ovalcapacity55,000)

actually has a very large machine that candiit the whole cricket pitch at once and replace it with

different soil and turf for the football season.
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The hallowed ground of Aussie Rules islttebourne Cricket GrounMCG), which has 100,000 seats.

2.3 Scoring

There are two kinds of scasea goal (worth six points) and a behind (worth one point). The team with
the most points at the end wins. For example, a total score @fdids 2(ehinds (10x6+20=80 points)
beats one of 12joals Foehinds (12x6+5=77 points).

A goal is scored if an aitking player kicks the ball without it being touched by any player, and it goes
between the two goal posts without touching either. If the ball is touched (even by an attacking

LI I @SNRA& GSFYYFGOS0Z 2NJ Ald & ONJI LiSkickdigig) betweenaRS 2 T
goal post and its adjacent behind post, result in a behind. When a goal is kicked, the ball is taken back

to the center circle where play is restarted. When a behind is scored, the key defender [the role |

mostly played] kicks thkall back into play from thgoal squarean area in front of the goal posts.

At the end of a season, the leading goalkicker for each club and each league receives an award. A
hundredgoals are a lot for any one player to kick in a mirearnd season.

2.4 TheUmpires

The game is refereed by a groupushpires Back in my time, there was ogentral umpirevho ran

over the whole oval, blowing his whistle and calling out play status, for things like marks and penalties,
and when playerplay onwithout stopping.Given the pace of the modern, streamlined game, and that
play can go from one end of the oval to the other in a seconds, and that some players can kick the ball
70meters (75yards), and on occasions, much further if there is a tail wih@an be hard tkeep up.

That led to sempro and pro leagues having two central umpires, and now three. The AFL is trialing
four. That gives more sets of eyes on the game, especially for violations committed away from the play.
[Most local leagues use two central umpir&emipro leagues use three.]

At each end of the oval,goal umpirestands on the goal line between the goal posts, and determines
if a score is a goal or a behind. Each of the two boundary halves is patrolled bguwdary umpires
whose job it is tahrow the ball back into play if it goes eaf-bounds (except that if the ball is kicked
out on the full or kicked out deliberately, a penalty is awarded).

At the end of the game, the central umpires agree as to the three best players of the matchabut th
AYF2NXYEFGAZ2Y A& (1SLI aSONBG dzy At FFOSNI GKS YAy?
in the league for that season is announced.

In recent years, women have begun officiating as umpires.

2.5 The Ball

Theballis a 3dimensional oval, but not as pointed as an American football. It is designed to be kicked,
handballed, and bounced.

At the start of each quarter and after each goal, the central umpire bounces the ball in the center circle
of the oval with the ball rising straight up some three metersy@rls), and two competing players try
to hit it to a teammate. However, if weather oval conditions are such that the ball cannot be reliably
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bounced, it is thrown up, much like a jurball in basketball. The ball is also thrown up when play
stalemates in a scrimmage.

A player can bounce the ball while running at full speed, whisbrngetimes necessary, as it is not
permitted to otherwise run with the ball beyond Ibeters.

Nowadays, there are two kinds of kickdp puntinvolves holding the ball in a vertical orientation
and dropping it on the frontenter of the boot. The balltns endover-end. Atorpedo puntinvolves
holding the ball at an angle and dropping it on the outside of the boot. The ball screws much like a
thrown American football. Back in my timdrop kicksvere allowed. This involved bouncing the ball on
the grourd and kicking it as it rose.

2.6 Player Equipment

Each player wears a pair of shorts in approved club colors, wittkatrap(athletic supporter)

underneath. They also wear a sweatie jumpern sometinmes called guernsey which must also be

in approved club colors. [AFL teams have home/away sets to distinguish against rival colors; they also
have speciakvent sets.] Each player has a distinct number, which is on the back of the jumper. The
AFLallowsa Yl ff O2YYSNOAIf &Ly a2 Ndifkchided.f 232T GKS LI |

Long or short socks are worn; these too must be in approved club colors.

Boots are much like numerous other sports. The soles hezs(sometimes callegtuds in my time,
sprig9. Fifty years ago, the cleats were made from layers of leather and were held in place by several
nails, which with weaand-tear could lead to sharp metal edges. As a result, prior to the start ¢f eac
game, the central umpire had to run his hand on the underside of both boots of each player to make
sure there was no obvious danger. Later, rubber cleats molded around metal screws were used.
Eventually, the sole had the cleats molded right into it.

Although some players might wear shin guards in their socks, playerstadeear helmets or body
padding.
2.7 Tackling Rules

The rules are very strict/limiting with regards to permitted body contact between players. For example,
the following arenot permitted: tripping, pushing in the back, grabbing around the neck/head, or
punching. In fact, a player cannot interfere with an opponent unless the opponent is in possession of
the ball or within Smeters of it.

That said, it is common for a player to use his badgush aside or to get in front of his opponent
when competing for the ball.

2.8 The Coaches

At the top level, the game is way too fast and complex now for a coach to also be a player at the same
time, althoughplaying coachestill exist in local league clubs.

At the pro and sempro levels, a coach has assistant coaches who specialize in spewt athe
game.
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The coach usually sits high up in the stadium and communicates with his assistants and reserve players
by radio/phone. He also hasrannerwho is permitted out on the oval after a goal is scored to deliver
messages to/from players, and move players to different positions.

2.9 The Finals Series

For leagues with a small number of teams, there might be afiualteam group that competes for
the championship. Some leagues have a fiiv@. The AFL has a firgght. In all cases, eventlaill
but two teams are eliminated, and those go on to play in@rand Final

2.10 Infringements and Violations

Most infringements result in play being stopped anfilege kickbeing awarded to a player. If the
recipient of the free is injured or otherwise able to take the kick, a teammate can do so.

5Aa20S@Ay3 | OSYy (NIt dzmedk (STydeds) pahHity, &nd Bultiple sGchNB a dzf
penalties can be awarded, which can sometimes allow the recipient to move right up to the goal
square.

Other ofenceg including offfield behavior can result in fines. Very serious offenses result in a

player or official beingeportedby one or more of the umpires. Reports can also be made after the

game by video review. Reported players attend a hearing/tribsaaéral days later, at which time,

they are exonerated, fined, or suspended for one or more games. [Intentionally hitting an umpire can

get you a very long, if not lifetime, suspension.] In my time, being found guilty meant disqualification
fromtheleagu®a a. S&ad tf 1 &@SNE | g NRX o0dzi GKIFIG y28 RSL)

In AFL and senrprro leagues, a player is not sent off for serious infringements, but most local leagues
KIS GKSANI 2y NBEIMZE T A 28/MNY 4020 HMhel2 & AT2ANDSa a Sy R

2.11 Common Injuries

The classic injury is torn cartilage and/or ligaments in knees. [I suffered both.] Certainly, players can get
concussed. Twisted ankles can easily occur. Hamstring and groin muscle injuries are common. Players
who have suffered somsort of head injury in the past, might wear a soft, leather, head protector.

While some injuries can end a career [as was my case], they are generally not too debilitating. That
al AR Ay U K Spronldyerm&is egk Brok&rSeaving him adigegic.

2.12 Some American Influence

The US has long had professional leagues for its football, basketball, baseball, and ice hockey, among
other sports. And it treats such sports as business. As such, it is not surprising that leagues in other
countries adpt or adapt rules and operating procedures from US sports. Examples in the AFL include

the following: drafting new players, trading existing players, blood rule, team salary cap, fines (for both

on and oftfield conduct), specialty coaches, sponsor loggs 02 @+ f (G dzNF | yR LJ I & SN
characterization and recording of statistics such as goal assists.

For local and senpro leagues, games are still mostly played on Saturday afternoons. However, the
nine AFL games played each week might be staggeredidursday and Fri nights, Saturday afternoon
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or night, Sunday afternoon, and on holiday Mondays. As such, they can get people to pay to attend
multiple games in the same week. Afterall, each pro club is a business!

213 a& hoy aczz2ieé¢ .1 O13INRdyR

As a youngiHd, | started as a boundary umpire. | first played competition in an Uthdd¢eam in my
hometown. | then moved to the Undd6 team in which my right leg was broken in the dying
moments of a Grand Final (which my team won). During that time, | was redtoytone of the oldest
and most prestigious clubs in the South Australian state gemleagueNorwood However, |
deferred joining them until | finished high school. [Over the yeamethan a few players from my
hometown have made it to the state seiqmio league, with a few going on to play pro. The most
notable from my time wa&ussel Ebeywho won the South Australidviagary Medah recordfour
times.]

Atagemc = L Y2@SR (2 GKS adrdS OFLAGIE | yiRteand | &8 SR
Then | played two very good seasons with their Uatiteam, bothtimes winning the state
O2YLISGAGA2yd C2NJ OSNIFAYS (KS KAIKEAIKG gl a LI
Adelaide Oval, in front of eerylarge crowd.

The following year, | played in several {g&ason trial games trying out forspot on the toplevel
team. Although | was doing well, during the third game, | had the first of a series of knee injuries that
eventually forced me fromthe game.QSa i f I @A SH

Ofthe302 RR GSFYYI 0S4 L KIFER AYy b2NB22RQA 2dzyA2NJ 4GS
level. OneMichael Taylgrwas club champn many times, represented the state, and was assistant
coach in the pro league. Anotheétgil Craigwas a star player, and a sepro and pro coach.

The club coach and captain at Norwowmten | payed there, wafobert Oateywho went on to

receive theMedal of the Order of Ausalia(h! a0 AY HnnyX F2NJ KAad daSNIAC
Fa + O02FOK YR & I O2y{NROGdzi 2 NJ ( 2yediskafer IRt&@BES t 2 LIY
at Norwood, | reconnected with Robert, and spent quality time with him during sewvisitd to

Adelaide.]

In 1967, my YealO high school homeoom teacher was Roger Magor. [He also taught me
mathematics and chemistry.] Due to injuries, he retired from playing and became an umpire at the
local level. He eventually worked his way up todiee a sempro league umpire, and finally Chairman
of the Board that managed umpiring for the state of South Australia and was responsible for
appointing umpires to officiate at games.

In 2015, during a visit to Adelaide, my good friend John took me tossCTown Showdown at
' RSEFTARS hglto 2KAES L gla GKSNBZI AlG 200dz2NNBR
played there in an Undet9 Grand Final in 1972. It was a rather nostalgic moment!
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2.14 Conclusion

There aresomesimilarities between Aussie Rules and Gaelic fogtiadiich led to some Irish players
being recruited by AFL (and other) teams. Also, at the end of the AFL argbasins, Australia plays
anInternational Rules Seri@gainst Ireland.

Over the years, a number of segmio and pro Aussie Rules players have played in thgdiSnal
Football Leagueselected for their ability in kicking field goals and 4affk. Clickiere for more
information.

TheAFL actively promotes Aussie Rules outside Australia, and each season, a few games are played in
other countries (e.g., China and New Zealand) to showcase the sport. International fans can also
subscribe to live/replay broadcast videos.

In the past 1Q/ears, there has been growing interest by women in playing Aussie Rules. In 2017, the
AFlstartedag 2 Y Sy Q& O 2Semipsolandilotat Igagues have followed.

Historically, Austlian aborigines have shown a significant aptitude for various kinds of sports,

including Aussie Rules. The AFL encourages the participatiodiggnousplayers, and currently, they

YFE1S dzLJ a2YS wmm: 2F GKS | C[ LithardtHRiNIBH infthe getlerab g K A C
population).

Unlike the US college (university) sports system, which is a major pathway to playing professional
American football (among other sports), Australia doeshave any such system. Nor does it have any
big, orgaized high school sports league systems. Players come to thepserand pro ranks straight
from high school or from local leagues.

Barring injuries, a good player might play 3@@mes over 18easons, from agé8 to 35.

Unlike US pro teams, Aussie Rukems are not owned by individuals or corporations; rather, a club
owns itself! As such, teams are not bought and sold, renamed, or relocated to other cities.

For the rules of the game, clitkre.

LT &82dz2Q@S YIRS Al G Keal dotballlishiayed, séﬁ?ch ﬁmﬂtefdﬁ gamea §S K25¢
videos.

[Thanksvery muchto RogerM. for greatly improving my initial draft by incorporating all the changes
RdzZNAYy 3 G§KS 3l Y S QpearSameefl léfiMustrafia. Rhgnksiakdto Kathybandr Jaibid
Port Powerand Crowsfans, respectively, for their input.]
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3. February 2020, Gsigns of Life: Part 196

From time to time during my travels, | come across signs that | find interdstioge reason or
another. Sometimes, they contain clever writing, are humorous, or remind me of some place or event.
Here are some from a trip tedinburgh Scotland.

A bridal shop.

= DYAS

Thelamp on the table made this an
interesting sign for an interior decorator.
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So, when you have the very best
burgers in town, how do you
distinguish yourself from those othe
GLINBGSYRE 0dzNBHSN

L7 1N a%

Infertility
Fibroids
Endometriosis
Menopause
PCOS
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And these are just a few of the side effect
experienced by women who e&tarmite!

And just in case you wergondering, PCOS
Ad  aK2ddystiF &y sgndronge
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Hmm, this looks like a place an Aus
might invent, or at least patronize.

In any eventnnis & Gunris a
brewing company based

in Edinburgh. Its beer kitchens serve
craft beer and food.

hyS 2F Ala oNBga
D2t RSy 'S¢z | 3
with gold,frankincenseand myrrh.

t NBadzYl of & Zwish ie@ a
everywhere!

COFFEE

SERVED
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A UK coffee company.
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wSE WIFS&a80K| S

b2g LQY | OK2O02
way back, but knowing thdtaggis
GA& | &l @2daNE L

sheep's pluck (heart, liver, and
lungs); minced with onion,
oatmeal,suet, spices, and salt,
mixed with stock, and cooked
while traditionally encased in the
FYAYLFfda aagz2yr O
buy a block.

CHOCOLATIER

HAGGIS SPICE
ORGANIC DARK CHOCOLATE

EDINBURGH EST.04

SR R i R Gl Apparently, thishotel is

Grheint £ I OS (¢

Of course, just as | took
the photo, some Aussie
G2dzNRad oI f
you just hate that when
that happens!

Just the place for man
and a womarto get
some fresh apple pie!
What could possibly go
wrong?
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. Yeah, like | want a haircut

just likeLarry, Curly, or
Moe!

What was interesting here, was that the top two signs were either side of the bottom one. How
L R2Yy QG GKAY]l GKS Saidl oav@&sKYSyYy(d ¢l a Odz2NNByY
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ThesignontherebtdzN} y i gy Ay3 aleéa a¢KS / NrIT & . dzf f
you the deal on offer.
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Grassmarkeis a major shopping street and
area in Edinburgh, and apparently these tw

X 1SN )
Rn ZF ~ sheep found the grazing there quite good!
\\j\!‘“ n" ’.‘ AL \énl Aﬁ‘.‘ \‘A"I ; &

ON GRASSMARKET

R

| 3:11'_san Ralls-
i s
Salad Box (L
i . - 5!
AA} okems e

L
o i
Ban_lo b up ’%es
> & “"‘ \ 3 . "
: :

The name of this tea and coffee house is ar
interesting play on the name of the shijutty
Sark one of the last of théea clippers
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| was in
Edinburgh for
its world
famous
Fringe
Festival
where
outrageous
was the
norm. In this
poster, this
ag2Yt yi
lo let up s supposedly
n augntér” called Cally
was
performing.

Anyone for e&Caribbearcocktail?
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4, March 2020, Oravel: Memories of the US Desert Southwest 6

4.1 San Diego, California

[Diary] Each November, | attend a plenary for an international computer standards committee. It has a
number of subcommittees, one of which I chair. Late in 2011, the US hos$ea, Diego, California

which is not far from the Mexican border. Mario, a colleague and friend from the German delegation,
and | had been talking about doing something together afterwards. As he had never been to the desert
southwest, | offered to take mmi on a road trip through the southern California desert, up the Colorado
River in Arizona, to Las Vegas, Nevada. And he accepted.

The plenary ran 5%ays and, for the most part, the weather was faifnice. The social event was a
dinner cruise around thiearbor. [San Diego is a major US Navy port, so there were plenty of naval
vessels around including some laegeeraft carriers.] Friday afternoon (Memorial Day), | skipped out of
my conference, and tookyrinnish colleague and friend, Juha, for a dfue. first stop wagabrillo

Point, the overlook on the end of the peninsular from which one can see the Coronado Peninsular and
downtown. No sooner had we arrived, right before ouyvayesAir Force Onapproached and landed

at the Naval Air Statiomdown in front of us. Two Air Force Fighter j&g/fas escorts. President Obama
(an avid basketball fan and player) was in town to witness the basketball game between two college
teams that took place in the evening on the deck of an aircraft carrier moored in the harbor.

[Diary] After breakfast, | heagd out to the local supermarket to lay in supplies for our trip, including
some ice. By 9:3@m, | was back at the conference keeping one ear on the proceedings while | handled
email. We wrapped up around 1:pB, at which time we said our goodbyes to tiker delegates who

then literally headed off to the four corners of the globe (as in South Africa, Russia, Australia, and
Korea).

By 2pm, we were on the highway in our trusty Dodge Avenger rental car, in steady rain. As we climbed
into the mountains, W&y O2 dzy t SNER &42YS F233> o0dzi GAaAo0Af AGR
narrow and winding. Around @m, we pulled over in a parking lot in a small town and ate a late picnic
lunch in the car as it was still raining.

4.2 AnzaBorreqo Desert State ParkCalifornia

¢CKS AYyAGAFE LY KFER 0SSy (2 3@nbuibgtheltinsSwedctta A G 2 N
the town of Borrego Springs, it was gettidgrk,and it was still raining. The first hotel we tried was full

due to a vintage car club havinganpd y 35 odzi GKS ySEG LI LFOSZT 1 OAS
GKS adzyé 0> KFER NRB2Y F2NJ dzad ¢KS FNRASYRfe& RS&al C
gueensize beds. A DVD player was included, and the office had a large selecti@osfatido charge.

| settledon Cold Mountainwhich was a bit grim. We walked to a Mexican restaurant nearby for supper
where we ate and talked for a couple of hours.

[Diary] The rain stopped during the night and the sun was streaming down when | stuck my head
outside around Am. All was right in this part of the world. The few guests had been very quiet. |
decided I was in no mood for a meal, so | snacked a bit. Mario waillkadd to the restaurant, but

2y0S KS atrg GKS FT22R>X KS (22 RSOARSR KS NBIffe
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A wifi signal was floating around the yard, so | hooked up my computer and got an email fix. Then |
started on this diary. We arrived &K S LI N] @A aAd2NRa OSYyidSNI FdG yvYn
a ranger opened thdoors,and we had a look at the exhibits, which included mounted birds and

animals from the park. A stuffedountain lionwas lying atop a rock formation ready to jump on us as

we rounded one corner. We watched a video that covered all four seasons in the park, and then

another that featured an Australian man and his Ukrainian wife who lived out in the desert for

20+years. They were sdfifficient and raised three kids there.

We drove out of the park through the badlands, a long stretch of rugged hills with deep gorges cut by
water over the millennia. Along the way, we say a red hawk sitting on a power polmaniéeacross

quite a few camps of motor homes with trailers full ofreid motorcycles and-wheel altterrain

vehicles. Eventually, we came outhe Salton Seaa large saltwater inland lake fored 100 years ago.
We found a picnic table at a yacht club where we had a picnic lunch among the palm trees while
watching the pelicans and ducks. There was a lot of agriculture in the area: date palms, oranges,
artichokes, carrots, and other fruits and etgbles. From there, we went east on Interstate High@y

for 25miles, at which point we went north on a narrow road.

4.3 Joshua Tree National Paricalifornia

We stopped off at the rareg station Because it was the Memorial Day long weekend, park admission
was free. We had an interesting chat with a ranger who had colorful tattoos on both arms. She was a
member of theShoshondndian tribe and the artwork had some tribal significance. We stopped off at
various places to take photos and shoot video, especially where a recent storm had washed out large
areas near the road. At one point, a rabbit ran across the road amskddhds late acoyotefollowed

in pursuit. We stopped to walk through a largfeollacactus garden; boy were those spines long and
sharp! We also stoppkat a desert campground in which the sites were mingled in and around huge
boulders.

By the time we exited the park, the sun was behind the mountains, and it was getting cold as well as
dark. So, we drove the few miles into the tosfi wentynine Palmdt has a large US Marine Base

nearby. We quickly found a decent hotel for only $50/room/night complete withdiaegbed,

YAONR Gl @S 2@0Sys> FTNRARIAST Ivafimy oentlie dea@Bayiyz8, Odiah54y, @ 2 S
we headed out to Pizza Hut to satisfy our dediieetyY A y dzi S& I 6 SNE 6SQR RS@?
large, meatf 2 OSNNAEA LIATT I 6A0GK &adGddzFFSR OKSSaS ONMzAaGE |
andwere back in our rooms by 7:30 after a hard day of playing tourist.

[Diary] We were up and ready to eatby 7Y ® hy GKS gl & Ayid2 G266y GKS vy
5 S v yréstaurant (one of my favorites), so we went there. | asked the waitress for a booth in the VIP
section, and she laughed and led us to a regular one by the window. There were way too masy choice
but we showed great restraint by ordering smallish meals, which we finished off with coffee.

Around 2 QO0t 2012 6S KSIFIRSR 2dzi Srad 2y GKS YIAY KASZ3
several hours, listing to country music stations along the waystdfgped at a few places to take some

photos of the mountains and rock formations. Eventually, we crossedh®/€plorado Rivento the

state of Arizona, losing an hour in the process as weeahérom Pacific Time to Mountain Time. We

drove north along the river stopping occasionally to take photos and video.
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4.4 Lake Havasu CityArizona

We bought a few groceries and then weatsee theold London Bridgelt was decommissioned around

1971 in London. A wealthy American bought it in 1968 for the princely sum of about $2.5 million, and
then spent anotbr $4.5 million to ship it to the desert of Arizona and rebuild it. It now spans water in
[F1S 1 @Faddz FNBY (GKS YFIAYyfryR (2 'y AatlryR Ay i
OFYS (2 Yé YAYRI I|fGK2dZaAK A geceftainlf didi Nz K= 2y S Y dzi

2S RNRBO@S FAdZNIKSNI y2NIK f221Ay3 F2NI I LAOYAO Gl o
patch of grass at a gas station. It was a warm day and very pleasant out. From there, we got on

Interstate Highway!0 and drove 45ninutes toKingman We made our way to a nice property on the

famous American roadkoute 66where for $50 each, we each got a nioem with large bed, high

speed internet connection, microwave and fridge, and an entertaining desk clerk. Once we settled in,

we went online and booked a rather special tour for a few days later, but more about that later.

At 7pm, we drove to a wild westtyle steakhouse nearby where we had pork ribs and steak with beans
and salad. The food and service were great, but | took half mine away for lunch the next day.

[Diary] There was a busy train track running beyond the hill on which our hotel stoodyaiith t

coming and going many times during the night. The hotel provided breakfast after which we climbed up
the hill behind for a look around the general area. After that, we gassed up the car and headed
northwest.

4.5 Hoover Dam Arizona and Nevada Border

We arrived around 1am, where we joined a tour group that went down inside the dam in an elevator
to the power station on the Nevada side. The wall isfé20tall and about that thick at the base. Built

in the 1930s durinthe Great Depressiqrit was completed under budget and two years ahead of
schedule. It certainly is a sight to behold. We drove across the top of the dam and parked on the
Arizona side where we had a picnic lunch. Aftedsawe parked near the new bridge that now spans
the canyon and walked out along the bridge taking photos and video.

Early aftenoon, on the Nevada side, we headed east along the Colorado Rivenialkhe of Fire

State Parka series of hills and rock formations that are bright orange. We caught them just at the right
time with the afternoon sun streaming down. While we were there, a wedding party arrived in a limo to
have their phabs taken.

4.6 Las Vegas\evada

By the time warrivedit was dark, so we drove along a long section of Las Vegas Boulétar& (i

so Maio could take photos of all the dazzling light displays on the casinos and shops. We checked in at
our hotel,Circus CircudVe each had a room with a kisige bed in a tower on the gpvling premises.

After resort fees and taxes, it cost $48/night, which is pretty darned good for a nice room in this town.
And parking was free!

After we unpacked and freshened up a bit, we walked along The Strip where we had dinner at a family
restaurant.At 8:30, we stopped by thereasure Island casito watch the free show that is performed
out front several times each night. A pirate ship meets a ship of shapely siremgwliioem onto the
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rocks, and the pirate ship sinks. Prior to that, cannon shots were exchanged and there were various
SELX 2aA2ya YR FANB&® Ly (KS SyRI GKS LIANIGSa 3
GeKSe Fff fAQHR KFOBNDENROSNIKBISNY 1Sy aKALI 04K
N} AaSR dzLJ FNRY GKS o62G02Y 2F GKS YEEf tF1S 2V
for the next show.

Qx

On the way home, we stopped off at a verysgale McDonalds faroffee. After a hard day of playing
tourist, we had an early night.

4.7 A Helicopter Ride to th&Vest End of theGrand Canyon, Arizona

[Diary] My 6:45 am wakeup call came a minute after | woke up. An hour later, we were sitting in the

sun out front ofour hotel waiting for a shuttle bus to take us on our tour. It came soon after and then
proceeded to pick up others at various hotels before drivingi80tes to Boulder City to the south. At
GKFG OAdGeQa FTANLRNIZI ¢S Ors$Odfilgi. Ay FyR 320 2 dzNJ

ltwascloseto 1@ QOf 201 6KSYy 9YAf &> 2dzNJ LIAf 2G> KSNRSR dz
which her company paid $2.5 million new. She sat in the left front with two passengers on her right.

Four other passengers sat acrose back. It was a typically sunny and warm morning and soon we

were circling Hoover Dam. From there, we headed out across the desert and mountains to the western
end of the 27@mile-long Grand Cangn, at about 4,500 feet. Once we were inside the canyon, we

circled around and put down at a spot up a small hill at an altitude of about 1,400 feet, which

overlooked the brown Colorado River. There we were served a picnic lunch with champagne, and we
shotfilm and video of the surrounding canyon walls. A number of ground squirrels came begging for

food. We flew back along a more southerly route and saw the river below Hoover Dam. At the airport,
0KS aKdzitftS o0dza G221 dza 0ds @egas,ivBerelivk Berelinfodned tid2 Y LI y
gSQR 0SS GI11Sy o0FO1 G2 2dzNJ K2dSt Ay I a0NBGIOKSR
black monster for the short ride. By the time we got back to our hotel, some five hours had passed;
however, it wasvorth it.

4.8 Back in Vegas

At 6:30pm, we headed out along The Strip stopping to take the occasional photo. It took us more than

an hour to gedown to theMGM Grand Hotelwhere we wenttoth@ 2 E 2 F¥FA OS G2 LA O]
reserved online. Nearby, we found a Chineseftasd place where we enjoyed a feast and a drink.

Soon after Pm, we walked back to the MGM Grand, and by 9:15 we were seated front and center,

three rows back in a vergrige and tall, custorbuilt theater. Promptly at 9:30, thgA Cirque du Soleil
showbegan And what a spectacular it was! Cirque du Soleil is a FH@anhdian company that has

performed daring acrobats for years, and their traveling groups tour the world. Currently, they have
aSOSY RAFFSNBYy(d (UNRdzLJSa Ay GLISNXYIFyYySyGé GKSIF GSNE
aerial acrobatics; you simply just have to see it for yourself.

After90minutesofnoma G 2 LJ | QG A2y S 6S 6+t 1SR (2 | alO52yIl fRQ
and to rest. | was tired out just watching! We caught a taxi back to our hotel. Lights out around
12:30am.
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4.9 Death Valley California

[Diary] We were packed, loaded, and checked of our hotel by 9:3@Gm, and at a supermarket

stocking up for the next stage of our road trip. B210 Of 2 O1 = ¢ S 6 SeNB Vaeythell KS  NJ
lowest place in th&S (282 feet below sea level). We stopped off at various places and got to the
GAEAAG2NRE  Ofny WéEHhad agpisriictlundh @nd &rist tivere for a while before driving out the
western side intéhe mountains.

By52 QOf 201 Al ¢l a ljdAGS RFENJZ o0dzi 6S RSOARSR (2
Y20Sta Ay LR{1Se (2é6yasz yR GKSy O2dzZ RyQi TFAYR |
driving some distance off the main higay until we found just the right place. | stayed in for the

evening and snacked a bit while Mario went to the pizza place next door for supper.

[Diary] It was another clear, warm morning in the desert, but the wind was picking up and dust was
blowing fromthe north. The hotel provided a decent selection of light breakfast foods, and | got talking
to a retired couple that was passing through the area. By the time we packed up and checked out, it
was 9:30am. We drove south on the main highway forrBidiutesby which time we were out of the

desert. However, there was a great cloud over us that looked a lot like pollution from Los Angeles,
which was not far away. Once we got on the interstate highway, the speed limit went uprtph/&o

we really covered soendistance. Along the way, we stopped for coffee and some bread. As there were
no roadside stops, we finally took an exit into a town and looked for a place to eat lunch. With no parks
or picnic tables in sight, we improvised up a back road.

4.10 Escondido California

After four hours, we arrived iBscondidpa town in the mountains some 8&iles from San Diego.

Thee, we found a hotel and booked in for two nights. It was adequate, but nothing special. It did have
a great family restaurant next door. Atpm we went there and had a nice, but quite large, meal. Our
waitress was a bubbly young woman frégarbia Backin my room, | listened to some music while

playing games on my computer.

[Diary] | was awake early, so started reading a novel in bed, after which | snacked on some leftover
food. At 8:30am, | filled thecooler with ice and prepared our picnic lunch. Mario slept late and grabbed

a coffee. Just before ®Q Ot 201 X Ay OSNE f AIKI NWKEninaSSafariNNA @ S
Park, severathousand acres of natural habitat for a large selection of animals from around the world.
lf 0K2dZAK LQR @AaAdSR AU I ydzYyoySaklagoFandiHingshadz G KS
changed, some for the better and some forthewodsdzi L 3IdzSaa GKI GQa OF f ¢
tram around half of the park taking in many animals from Africa. Then we walked the trails to look at
numerous other habitats and to take in a bird show. We had our picnic lunch outside the park and went
baO1 Ay F2NJ Y2NB gt f]1Ay3 yR t221Ay3d LGIQAa RSTFAy
reintroduce species back into the wild. The rain held off all day until we drove out the park.

By midafternoon, we were back at our hotel resting up. Beinguaish sure can be hard work!

At 7pm, we went to the restaurant next door for supper. As they served breakfast all day, | decided
that was what | wanted, so | ordered a chickaad steak with eggs and sausage gravy. Mario had a
salad followed by a combdinner of steak, chicken, and shrimp. He thought he might like desert, so he
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ordered a slice of apple pie with a scoop of ice cream. However, when it arrived, it was a huge serving,
so reluctantly | forced myself to help him devour it. Afterwards, we \eddaltross to our rooms.

4.11 Backto San Diego

[Diary] We were up by &m and light rain was falling. By the time we packed, grabbed hot drinks, and
checked out, it was around®QOf 201 @ 2S (G221 GKS AYyGSNRGIGS KA3
and the wegher was clear, but with a cool wind blowing. A leghaf! Y SNJA OF Q& /wadJ & OK
taking place at the waterfront, so police were out in force redirecting traffic. Being a Sunday, we parked
FT2NJ FNBES NRAIKG TG GKS g iSNRa SR3ISO

Right next door was the aircragarrierUSS Midwaycommissioned in 1945, and decommissioned in

1992. It had been turned into a floating museum. We spemte than five hours onboard taking in all

the exhibits, listening to the details from the audio tour, and watching videos. The crew consisted of
4,500 men (women were not permitted as crew members back then). Each day, 13,500 meals were
served, which inaded 3,000 potatoes, 1,000 loaves of bread, 4)6800f beef, and 500 pies. Of the

crew, 600 worked in engineering, 225 were cooks, 40 were corpsmen, five were physicians, and three
were dentists. We toured the bridge as well as the Captain and ExgcutivF FA OS NI A |j dz NJi &
Operation Desert Storpthe initial air attack on Bagdad, Iraq, was coordinated by an Admiral on the
Midway, managing that and three other carriers. When it was builtai the biggest ship in the world,

and it held that title for 1@ears.

By 4:30, we were at our hotel. By then, the rain was coming down hard. We watched some news on TV
for a couple of hours, after which | drove Mario to the airport for his flight hortatoburg, Germany.

On the way back to my hotel, | stopped off at a supermarket to buy some emergency rations. There was
flooding in the streets as the rain pelted down. It was a good night to stay indoors.

[Diary] The rain had stopped, and the sun veas in force. | spent the whole day in my room snacking
on all my leftover food, drinking hot tea, and working. Yes, as in working for money! After six hours at
GKS fFLIG2L) 1S@062F NRXT LQR O2YLX SGSR | YI22NJ SRA

| spent the evening writing some ags for my blog, reading a newspaper, and listening to music. Then
| finished my novel.

[Diary] | was wideawake before6 YT R2y Q0O &2dz 2dzaid KIS GKIFG 6KSy
while and started a new novel. Then I finished up the last of od; flacked my gear, and watched

some news programs. Despite the number of channels available, there was a dearth of content actually
G2NIK g1 GO0OKAYID weEDOE2 & SEYNIGX KR ddi K IOF 6lf S8 S NE |

Once | checked out ofyninotel, | gassed up the rental car, and coasted some five miles to the airport.

The sun was shining and was quite warm. The courtesy bus dropped me at Térranthl was

checked in immediately. Security was quick, and soon after | was sitting in Urditédf A y S Q& 0 dza A
lounge updating this diary. There were some mechanical difficulties with-theeuimd plane, and | was
switched to a flight that required me to change planes in Chicago. Once that was done, my original

flight was restored, and | was chged back again. However, | was upgraded to First Class and my

luggage survived the swaps. On the smooth flight home, | was served a nice lunch and | slept for a
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couple of hours. As | got in the taxi for the ride home from IAD, the Heavens opened, dir@very
rain fell all the way home. That coupled with kying fog made for low visibility.

Once home, | proceeded to unpack and take care of numerous things before going to bed around
midnight. However, after a couple of sleepless hours, | got up, ake@d@mnd ate a meal. It rained

throughout the night and I listened to it through an open window as the temperature outside was quite
reasonable.

40



wSE WI Sa 0K S:walumell? FembierReidthfaigh Nowember2020

5. April 2020, 0Che REALLY BI®icture 6

[As used in this essagpillionis a thousand million (1,000,000,000), whilgigion is a million million
(1,000,000,000,000).]

Py GAE gNAGAY3I 61 & AyOSyl RS oAy 208 (SEABINIBYDO Sal 3
told by others. Writing allowed information to be handed down directly over generations, and the

advent of the printing press revolutionized writing. With each, our world became bigger. Then came

the telegraph, ausmobiles, the telephone, flying machines, television, and, eventually, space travel.

Each of those inventions allowed us to broaden our horizons even further. While it took our ancestors
months to cross 1,000 miles (1,6RMs) on foot or withahorseandw3d 2y > o6& G2RI &8Qa &
is ve-r-y sl-o-w. For example, from one of my travel diaries from 2016 regarding a flight from Austria

G2 {2dz2iK Y2NBIX aL KIFIR fdzyOK 4 GKS FANLERNI AY
Mongolia; and lunk 2 GSNJ 0 KS |, Stft2¢g {SI 06SisSSy .SA2Ay3a |

Yes, for many of us our world is shrinking. But just how logrisvorldanyway? For most of us, most
of the time our world is our neighborhood or town, and maybe up torb@s (80kms) away. [See my
essya S NJVGBadis Mormal® But what about the big picture? Just where d@es worldfit into The
World? Here are some things to ponder:

1 Foralmost all of us, our world is limited to the places to which we can reasonably travel; that is,
planet Earth and up to eight miles (1X&s) above it.

1 Earth is but one of a number of plaisan oursolar systemand while our moon is the only one
9 NIK KlFazx 20KSNJ LX FySaa |t az2AlKte@iSof 2y S 2N Y2
Astronomy: The Moge T Qideober 2016.]

1 Our sun is a star that is at the heart of our solar system. It is estimated there al@lIB00
stars in ourgalaxy the Milky Way someof which have planets and moons.

1 Itis estimated there are 106illion galaxies ithe visible universeEach of those galaxies has
stars, some of which likely hapéanets and moons.

Are you feeling small yet? If not, read some more!

Humans have long tended to believe that they are at the center of the universe. After all, they are
YdzOK a&aYFNISNE GKFIyYy Fff 208KSNJI (y26y drld?RASt T2 Nyaz
KISy aszs Al o1 ay Qiolddegciit mdid{irswhiarcEarth 3 atiihi tefiter f kné&
Heavens) was replaced by theliocentric ongin which the sun is at the center). Of course, as we now
know, all that is just in our own little solar system.

How important/significant are you really? Yes, you are probably a key player in your immediate
household, and maye even in your extended family, community, and workplace. And for a few of you,
within your industry, profession, or state. But in the big scheme of things, each of you is only one
individual out of7.5billion. And what do those other 7,499,999,999 people care about you? Frankly,
GAGK  avyltt ydzyoSNI 2F SEOSLIiA2yas | o-affoftiei St & vy
aleAy3as al SQa + £ SASYR Ay RKAAY 2KoAVA (2A6YYS €Y AlyKR Hig 63 2
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wSOSyihafes L atdzyof SR highWikiKeSiaRISSINIWNADaSAIRR I S 2F2NIf ¢
coined by evolutionary biologigtichard Dawkindsused to describe the realm generally experienced

by humans that lies between thaicroscopiovorld of quarksandatomsand the cosmic world of stars

and galaxies. It also refers to the lack of ap@ten humans generally have for the spectrum of time,

from picosecondso billions of years, because people generally refer to time in units of minutes or

hours or weeks and live for only a portion of a century. This term is used as an explanationyhoddit

both extreme levels of existence. We have a lack of understanding of the quantum and molecular parts
of the universe, because the human mind has evolved to understand best that which it routinely
SyO2dzy i SNE ®¢

LYy UKA& Saal ez to@dwellas eidro. Ih doingisk,$recoridizitie BrysdOG
SEOSt t SAShoroHs®ry & Nearly Everythhi§SBN 6767908171, 2003. [When | cite from
GKFGO 022132 LQf ppé dza Bpss KFageyhamberfi A 2y 4.

5.1 Our Comfort Level wittWery Big (and Very Small) Numbers

When | was a kid (some 5§earg indeed, a lifetime ago), a million of anything was a big number.

Not so now, however. Here in Northern Virginia, USA, there are plenty of houses selling for more than

a $1million,andforSE S Odzi A #Sa S| NYy Ay 3 bH p miionmonlylfddryéas.S | NE
One can go out and buy a private jet or island for less tham#llidn. And numerous states here in

the US occasionally have lottery jackpots of $100 million or moreZAlséd ¥ 2 Yy S Q atimgsS| NI 06
LIS NJ Y A y dzii Snillioniitihes(p&? siearm cp @ 1

Here in the US (and many other developed countries) beinglanaireNS I £ £ & A& aaYl € f
while being a nilionaire suggests that one actually owns a million dollars, | suspect that having control
over that amount is the important thing. That is, are you a millionaire ifox@ea million dollars?

Clearly, being aillionaireis 1,00imes better financially than being a lowly millionaire. As of 2018,
Wikipedia reported there were 2,200 W8llar billionaires in the world, with a combined net worth of
US$9.1 trillion.

Then we have national Gross Dome$troducts GDB, defense spending, and national debt. (For the
US in 2016, these were $18.46 trillion, $598.5 billion, and&idtrillion, respectively.) But to us mere
mortals, these/ dzY o SNB R2y Qi Y S| y-kndnde(it dfteninisdtSOMNBY Alpdz2 § $5 € d
OAfftA2Y KSNB>X | oAfftAz2y GKSNBI LINBlGe az22ysx e&2d

And as for extremely small time inteals and distances, such@slisecondq1/1,000 of a second) and
nanometers(1/1,000,000,000 of a meter), they all seem unreal.

The dot onthe following lowercase letteris about the size of 500,000,000,00®@tons[BB9]. All the

visible stuff in our solar system fills less than a trillionth of the available space [BB24]. And the average
distance between stars is 2fllion miles (32rillion kms) [BB27]. So, space is rather spacious! By the

way, the average distance of the earth to the sun is 149,597,87&®81]BB56] (92,955,807.28 miles)

FYR 'y SENIe& SadaAyYl 5900zrifionifioks§4,533, 9 irkliokgs) [BBSA.BAK G & I 2
cubic centimeter of air contains 4#llion billion molecules. A bolt of lightning can heat the air

surrounding at to a temperature much hotter than the surface of the sun [BB260], which is around
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27 million degreed= (15million C). A human sheds some hillion flakes of skin a day, and the
digestive system contains 100 trillion microbes [BR303].

Suffice it to say, most of us are really only comfortable with, and relate directly to, measureofients
things in our own visible world.

5.2 | Feel the Earth Move Under My Feet

CSAzICadNGH yE o6dzi GKIFGQa y2i GKS NBlFLazy L OKz2as$s
aboutcontinental driftand all the continents having once been part of a supercontirfeatgae@

b2g Al GdzNya 2dzi GOKIELISIOR2TYE Ag/iShfiiatk deSoRySIVIFICK IAGS 2A &
should add is referred to astaeory. [When | was a university student in the ear70s, the field of

L S GSOG2yAda ¢l a jdzAGS ySg> FYyR F2NJ I GKS2NE

Based on lots of measurements, it appears that continents (which are formed on top of tectonic plates)
are moving as much agdinches (2.65cms)peryeab 2 ¢ ¢ KAf S GKI G0 R2SayQid a
OSNIFAyfe AayQlid Ay 2dz2NJ t ATSGAYS ONBYSYOEN 2dzNJ 2
31.6miles (25.850.61 Y& U0 X YR 2@SNJ I &31f600indey (2E38BONEKMS)K I (G Q &
more than halfway N2 dzy R G KS St NI KQa Sl dzl dinfeNdtles| tBeposgibity & 2 dz
of the continents having been arranged in a different way a long time ago, is quite plausible. But, of
course, that scale is way outside our world.

Oh, by the way, dueotthe continued push by the Indian subcontinentAsia,Mount Everesis
growing 0.168nches(0.4cms)eachyearh @3S NJ | YA f f A 2 y-oddfedt MBOO G K| 1 Qa4 ™o
oddYS G SNBER UV ® L {DODFdeet(BozdINERKS)RAl.8 H ]

For lots of information and discussion on this topic, se€B&pterl2.

Thefirst time | saw aylacierup-close wag/Northington Glacier, Alaskavhere the motion of the glacier

had pulled soil and rocks onto its top, so much so, that | was standing on top of the glacier without
1Y26Ay3 AGP w52y Qi &2dz 2dzad KI (S ferkyistopped &tdhg ( K I
very wide mouth of theColumbia Glacigas it entered®rince William SoundBack in 2001, that

glacier was discharging icebergs at approximatelycabicmiles [7cukms] per year.) Soon after, |
visitedPortage GlacieMy next such experience was in thelomitesof Northern Italy. It certainly

was a sea of ice, but the most fascinating thing | recall was seeingormdliving in the ice, burrowing

tunnels going from one t@ped food source to another. On a trip across the Patagonia of southern

Chile and Argentina, | stopped off to look at the glaciefBaates del Paine National PakdLos

Glaciares National Parkhere, | got right up to the receding ice wall and could see how it had gouged

out huge grooves in the underlying rocks. So, just how fast do glaciers?md@eerding tdVikipedig
GDEFOALFE Y20GA230YORY &0 X0 T Enlydarson @rall giaders pr in the center of

AOS aKSSGaovz odzi Aa (&L Ois fod stow to tian/Mrh the nakél gyl Kk R |
so we have to trust the scientific measurements.

hy A4S@OSNIf 200 B&RY¥3aE I+ 20DS| ®PtheBig limndiof Hawaii. Nowt | NJ|
LO@PS 4SSy @GARS2a 2F Y2ft0GSy fF@F NizyyAy3ad | ONRaa
or is it just fake video? While lava has been flowing during each visit, there was no safe/sanctioned
place one could go to actlly see it. Instead, over a number of days | tried to look at the active flow
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from the air in a helicopter out of Hilo, but each day, the flight was cancelled due to heavy fog and rain,
0dz33ASNH hyOS |3FAys>S LQff KBe@Sisingdutaf Ndzaa)thaivioGld a OA S
be something to witness even though it takes a very long time for the mountain to grow from the sea
floor.

A common, slownoving activity is soil erosion and weathering. With respect to the Grand Canyon

which is 27Miles (446m) long, up to 18niles (2%m) wide and attains a depth of over a mile (6,093

feet or 1,857 meters) according toVVikipediZ a2 KAt S &a2yYS FaLlsSoGa |62 dzi
the caryon are debated by geologists, several recent studies support the hypothesis that the Colorado
River established its course through the area abotd-BY At t A2y &SI NE | 32 d¢ { SL
ago, | spent time looking at the weathered rock formasion theArches National Paky | G F K® L Q
also visitedJluruo F 2 NY SNI & & ! ka8 NE(fonmer®@§ ¢ K ST W RIF a0 Ay [ Syl
The latter is a very weathered version of the former, and the contrast shows how much erosion has

taken place over the eons.

Wdza i 6SOIl dzaS e2dz OFyQil &aS$sS tamwh§giKAYy3I Y20S3I R2S3
5.3 The Speed of Light

Light moves very fast, at approximately 186,000 n{iB&,000kms)per second. As such, when we

f221 6AGK | yFI{1SR SeéS |l FyeS200aSK58¢ TRNAGE Y
purposes, the light reaches us from that object instantaneously. OK, but what about moonlight? That
takes 1.3seconds to reach the earth. And sunlight? That takesrn8ites. Of course, once we go

outside our own solar syste, the distance (and thus the time taken) increases. For example, our
nearestneighboring star systa isAlpha CentauriLight from there takes 4y&ars to reach us, as it

has to travel some 28trillion miles (40.9rillion kms)! Now rather than deal with such large numbers,

S dza S (ikiSeald ®MENis the distance light travels in one Earth year, some six trillion

miles. So, kha Centauri is 4.Bght years from Earth, and any image we receive from there right this

very instant is 4.§ears oldwe are looking at what was there 4y8ars ago! And we have no way to

see whatis theretoday wb 2GS G KI G L ZhichiRife tiledityakes BartNdigo & S NE
around our sun. The length of a Martian or Venusian year, for example, is quite different.]

Going to the extreme, the current state of astronomy tells us that the edge of the visible universe is
15billion light yearsaway. And given that thege of the earths estimated to be about 4.5illion

@€SINARZ GKFG YSEya GKFG fA3IKGEG NBIFOKAY3 dza y2g6 TN
to us some 10.billion yearsbeforeEarth existed!

54 Rising Sea Levels

One of the most often quoted measures used when discussing global warming is how various islands
and island nations may well be underwatsmetime in the next 10Qears. [Regarding theéepublic of
Maldives according toNikipedi&Z — dlstéégdvernmental Panel on Climate Change's 2007 report

predicted the upper limit of theea level risewill be 59centimetres (23n) by 2100, which means that
Y2aild 2F GKS NBLMHzwmtAOUEA wnn AYKFEOoAGSR AaftlyRa Yl
the Maldives are the third most endangered nation due t@flmg fromclimate changeas a
LISNOSyYGF3sS 2F LRLMA I GA2Yy DEB
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Until recently, | was skeptical that there was enough water on the planet for this to actually happen.
| 26 SOSNE LQOS R2yS a42YS OFtOdA A2y a | WhdmateQf f 3
crudely rounded, but not so much that that has a significant impact on the result.)

According toVikipedi&Z G KS adzNFIF OS | NBIF 2F Gdgsemiea NI RQa 20S
(361,132,000 sgpre kilometers). And the surface area of the continenfpfarcticais 5,405,000

square miles (1dd million square kms). So, the oceans combined are no bigger thiame&6the

size of AntarcticeGiven that some 98% of Antarctica is coveredckythat averages 1/em (1.2miles;
6,200FG0 Ay GKAO|lyS&aaz ¢oSQONB GFft1Ay3 Fo2dzi | €240
whole continent, the ocean level would rise 1/26f that, a palry amount. But if 10Geet melts, the

ocean level would rise 3.85 feet (1.15 meters). A-ts@ melt results in a rise of 19.25 feet (5.75
YSGSNBOUZ YR 6SQR auAatt KF@S pZtnn FSSG omdto |
would spead inland, so it would take more water. And the density of ice and water are different. But

the rough estimates are in the ballpark. If Antarctic ice continues to melt, sea levels will rise!

Wdza i 06SOI dzaS e2dz Ol yQil aS3ayKs aNIlaAfySI#EHSt NARaS:
55 Atoms

| spent three full years studying chemistry (and physics) at high school, and six more at university while
working fulltime in the field of chemistry, so | know a little about atoms thed structure. Each atom

KFa | ydzOf Sdza GKIG O2ydGlrAya 2yS 2N Y2NB LINRG2VYa
Fy FG2YQa Yl aadé 9f SOGNRBYya NI OS | NRdzyR (KS ydzOf
when [ first studied this topjcelectrons were thought to circle in discreet layers. Howeverezs

later, as best as | can tell by current atomic theefgctrons are everywhere and nowhere at the

same time!

hyS &a2dz2NOS adl GSasx 76k [158BsNihdre ate nodt 7@1F T atoisdigiat'syer 2 F
followed by271T SNRP&HUO ! y2GKSN) gl & 2F &l é&Ay3d GKA& A& ba!
Fd2ya Ay Y& 02Ré& KlFLa 2yS 2NJ Y2NB St SOGNRyasz | yF
anything? And, ljustcy Q& 3Sd Y& KSIFR FNRBdzyR GKS ARSI 27F Sf
solid material, such as steel and stone.

hKZ o0& (KS ¢gle&zx FOO2NRAY3I (2 2A1ALISRAIFIXT a! G2Ya
100picometers(a tenbillionth of ameterX 0 ®¢ Yy 2gAy 3 GKFGZ Ad A& KINR
GKFG OFy O0dz2rfte YIyALWdz GS (Key@Bcnolbdgisall KS | G2Y
about.

56 ¢KS 9FNIOKQa 2F0SNI {eadasy

Oneof the things most of us in the developed world take for granted is the ready availability of clean
water. We switch on a tap in our house, and, voila, out comes drinkable water. However, the lifecycle

of any water we directly or indirectly use is quitengplex. What distinguishes the Earth from other

known planets is its abundance of water. There are vast quantities in oceans and seas:-watersh

fl1 1S4 NAGSNAZ YR &0NBFYAT GNI LIISR dzy RSNANZ dzy F
thatia 2 oKIFIG ¢S KI@S A& it 6SQNB SOSNI I32Ay3 (G2 KU
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antarctica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nanotechnology
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| was raised in a serdiessert area of rural South Australia where the average rainfalyyé@rs ago

was around 10nches (2£ms). And there were one or two droughts every five years. Now that area
seemso be getting around half that precipitation. Along the main river nearby, there is irrigation for
fruit growing, but by and large, the 4,008 000acre wheat and sheep farms do not use irrigation.
Most properties are serviced with water from the river limmestic uses, and those that are not, have
windmills or electric pumps to get water from underground. Interestingly,\&s¥s ago, housewives
became less interested in buying potatoes grown in the rich, black soil of thedirdghll Adelaide

Hills, scsome enterprising growers decided to move their operations to the semidesert areas where
land was cheap and artesian water was plentiful and free. Soon, one fouadr80rigation piots
G2dzi Ay (GKS 0dza K¢ ¢ KiSandstillipiadiices ricy, Béan gotataes. HoWRIR dzO S F
while it has taken millions of years for the artesian basin to fill, with few controls on the amount of
underground water pumped out, it will take a lot l¢gse to use it up.

At the local level, people see a local resource, and they see no problem exploiting it. In Australia, there

is one major river system flowing through the m@stpulous states. When there is plenty of water,

no-one complains, but whenwver levels fall precipitously, the downstreatatesget very vocal about

up-a GNBI'Y aidlFlGSa dzaAy3a aY2NB (KFYy GKSANI FLFAN akKkl |
odd years has caused concern as that requires more water than the traditionel ard grape

plantings.] The same problem occurs witle Colorado Rivein the US, with Mexico being the loser.

C2NJ Iff (GKS Ff22R O2yUNRf I YR A NNbadbedhk doynsidek | (G Q 3
[l once worked on a computer system that monitored and controlled river levels between hydroelectric
dams. A major concern was providing the correct environment for fish and water sports activities.] The
damming of the Nildas resulted in similar concerns. Other major watdated problem areas include

the Caspian Seand theDead Sea

¢KS . A3 tAOGdz2NE IcancefhedNs thedeanS lirrhdis K@ ey dkt-liieS e arkd
its associatedhermohaline circulation

Some3&@ SINA 323 L gl a aAiididAay IMadhyPidiknShe AndasdidRaru. G f 2 a
Thousands of feet below me in a deep valley fillethwlouds roared théJrubamba Rivera major

tributary of the Amazon River. | considered the following: How long would it take for a droplet of water
below me to reach the mouth of the Amazonthe Atlantic Ocean? | figured that it would take at least
30days. In any event, it put into perspective that one river system.

5.7 Fossils and Such

I OO2 NRA Y A (i fosshigharypreddriredl terfaingmipression, or trace of any ondiging thing
from a pastgeological age. Specimens are usually considered to be fossils if they are overy8@)300
old. The oldest fossils are around 3@flionyearsoldi 2 nd®m o0Aff A2y &SI NBR 2f R«

In the past 360bdd years, dinosaurs have become very popular, being portrayed in movies and

cartoons, and sold by the millions as toys. Current thinking is that they went extinct sonmeil6Oa

years ago, long before man showed up on the scene (which makes it interestiag old science

fiction movies with both species together). Tihig extinction evensupposedly came when a comet or
asteroid hit the earth. Now according to kifiedia, with respect to an asteroid a few kilometers across

O2f t ARAY 3 $6AGK GKS 9FNIKXZ a{dzOK |y AYLI OG OFy N
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Center_pivot_irrigation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colorado_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aswan_Dam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caspian_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dead_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ocean_current
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thermohaline_circulation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Machu_Picchu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urubamba_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fossil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cretaceous%E2%80%93Paleogene_extinction_event
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gSHLRya RSG2YyIFGAy3a aravYdzZ GFyS2dzatede {2ZrgeryS Ol y
body hit the Earth, such as the {I® km-wide one from that extinction event.

lf 0K2dAK LQ@S aSSy Y2NB {(KFy | F¥Sg t26a 2F ¥F24aa
Sy O2 dzy G StheBviangntoth Sife f Hot Springs, South Dakdaman was excavating a home site
GKSY KS dzy O2@SNBR a42YS 2fR 02ySas ¢ KA OKmniotdzNY SR
remainsh Y (i K SThe @té\i§ rlewba working museum built over the top of a prehistoric sinkhole,

and it was impressive to see the mammoth skeletorsitn; that is, sitting or lying right where the

animals died when they fell into the sinkhole.

L Q@S eh fodmeRery®l8petrified wood the most recent being at théinkgo Petrified Forest State
Parkin Washington tate, USA. Interestingly, a few days earlier, a huge fire had raged through the
LI N = o6dzi Fa (GKS GNBSa NS y2g¢g aluz2yS IyR y20 o2

5.8 Here Comes the Sun!

Recently, | watched a video on the terrestrial planets: Mercury, Venus, EadiMars. As a star

such as our sunages, it burns more brightly and gets hotter. It is estimated than in a few billion years,
life as we know it on Earth will no longer be possible, because things will be so hot that all the water
will have evaporated intthe atmosphere. Now that is some serious global warming!

As a consequence, the temperature will increase for the outer planets, and more importantly for their
moons, such as th@alilean moonserbiting Jupiter. As some of these moons have a lot of water ice,

the temperature increase there might be enough to melt the ice and to create an environment suitable
for life to exist. So, as life on one planet goes extinct, it may well begin on another planet or moon. As
0KS CNBNOKA @l BlZ @A SH

5.9 Conclusion

Red NRAY3I 2ySQa aSSYAy3d AYaAIYyATFAOIYyOSsE AT &2dz2Q0
and thrown yourself into a prickle bush (the wosissible fate a young student once imagined). Of

course, one can easily feel insignificant. [This happeo me in the summer of 2016 as | was touring
Zagreb, Croatia, where | was but one out of 800,000 people in town. Then it occurred to me: it was

very likely that | was the only one there wearmgeansin-the-Belfry T-shirt and anAdelaide Crows

Aussie Rules Football cap. As such, | really was special!]

Try as | might, | cannot find the source of the following quote, which goes sométhing S G KA &Y a
S 1y26> UKS dzyAGSNEBS a ¢S (y26 Ad YAIKG 0SS 02
3 NF3ISHE b2¢g AT GKFG &a2dzyRa T ktManfinBladdoue? in whithlzs & 2
GGKS FFEFEE A4 2y hNR 2 yRGEwalébokstyéPhiip dos PErma K (I | £ & 2

TheGeologictime scalé D¢ { 0 A & chrbnolégad datthdhat M@tes geological strata to
GAYSe GKI G aK2ga (GKS NBFffte& oA LIAOGAINE SAGK N

By the way, something to think about tonight when yautg bed, your mattress is home to two
million mites, andyour pillow may have around 40,000 [BB365].
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mammoth_Site,_Hot_Springs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mammoth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petrified_wood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ginkgo_Petrified_Forest_State_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ginkgo_Petrified_Forest_State_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galilean_moons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jupiter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glossary_of_French_expressions_in_English#C'est_la_vie
http://www.beansinthebelfry.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adelaide_Football_Club
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Men_in_Black_(1997_film)#Plot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riverworld
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geologic_time_scale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mite

wSE WI Sa 0K S:walumell? FembierReidthfaigh Nowember2020

Recently, during the northern winter, | spent time in Tahiti in the South Pacific. t a3 @t 2ighi I U
and very dark, and | was floating on my back in a swimming pool. | looked up to the clear southern sky

to see the very distinctiv8auceparias it is known to Aussies and Kiwis), part of the constellation of
Oriond 'a L fl& GKSNB O2yuaSYLX FaGAyYy3d GKS a. A3 tAOG
time an alien floating in its pool on a planet on one of the solar systems surrounding those stars could
see my sun, and o, was it wondering the same about me. (Never mind that the stars in Orion are
between 243 and 1,360 light years from Earth, so what | was looking at was what Orion looked like
243¢1,360 years ago.)

| SNBEQa Yeé FAYylFf @g2NR 2y ankl§storytha go6s lilge this:orednveyitdeY 6 S N
of chess so impressed his King that the King asked the inventor whatrewa@R f A1 S® ¢ KS |
to be given one grain of wheat for the first square, two for the second square, four for the third square,
eight for the fourth square, and so on doubling, for allsédiares. The King thought that was an

absurdly small requestntil his treasurer pointed out that it amounted 18,446,744,073,709,551,615
ANFAYas 6KAOK FIFNJ SEOSSRSR (KS YAYy3IR2YQa a02NB3
GAYSa GKS 3ft26Ff LINPRAzOGAZ2Y 2F 6KSIG AY HAamndé B
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orion_(constellation)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wheat_and_chessboard_problem
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6. May 2020, CBigns of Life:0 AOO ¢ 16

From time to time during my travels, | come across signs that | find interesting for one reason or
another. Sometimes, they contain clever writing, are humorous, or remind me of some place or event.
Here are some from visits to Edinburgh, Scotldrahdon, England; and Beijing, China; among other
places.

Sign outside a
preschool.

Th While shopping for
used clothes at the

< Salvatlon Army e
fashion + compassion you can help
someone else.

LO@S ¥ A de@igrlysili to donfuse
G20 KSNEdeggA G K 6
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Salvation_Army
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/utterly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Udder
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We serve freshly carved hog roast,
served in a white or brown rol|
i fsage & Onion,
apple sauce, chillj relish o
topped with ¢

haggis,
rispy cracy

ling,

fo!'tl:eE PllGLET

ler aPPetite
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aqi ; back!
BBQ pork, anyone? And wittaggisas well; hold me


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haggis
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While this sign
certainly made me
smile, the June
week | was in
Edinburgh was
quite nice, with the
rain mostly coming
at nights.
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From their
gSo0ariasSy
a shop of vices
filled with fine
wines,
champagne, craft
beers, boutique
spirits, as well as
luxurytobaccos,
pipes, cigars,
lighters and
YSyda 3IA



































































































































































































