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Introduction

When | decided to start a blog, | wrote the first three installments and let thenl { Sé¢ | 6 KAf S
posted them and announced the creation of the blog. | wanted to get past the romantic aspect of
RNBIYAYy3 a2YSOKAY3 dzLJs 2dzYLIAAy3a Ay FyR R2AYy3 Ad:
Now, more than 1Y¥ears later, lookig back, not only was | able to deliver a substantive posting each
month for 132months, | have 16f the 24postings for the next two years already written, and ideas

for the remaining eight mapped out!

On a semiegular basis, over a hommadecaféaulaity L NBIFR |y 2fR LRadAy3as
saythatL QY y 20 SYol NNJI!a&useR has Becoimg alabér ®f loeK S Y

Over the years, a number of regular readers have suggestdd fublish the postings in some sort of
printed book form. Having written numerous technical books, many articles for technical journals, and
a newspaper column, I am well aware of the formal publishing process, and the work involved in
getting what | mght consider to be a perfectly good manuscript into a shape that a publisher would
accept. Regarding writing books, my financial return was probably far less than the minimum wage! Of
course, | could sefpublish, and, in fact, | have access to a fadititgto just that at a very reasonable

cost. After serious consideration and putting my ego aside, | decided that | would indpedlrgh the

first 11-yearsworth of installments, but in an electronic book for®DFE And | would do so,
2AyailttyYSyida -wdith)peiVo@eZ 2y S &SI NRA

To make it worth having these Volumes available for downloading instead of readers simply going to
0KS ¢6So0aAidsS F2NIAyaalffySyida oyhsVolumeslHerd derite> L Q¢
SYKFyOSYSylG FyRk2NJ OKFy3aSa LQOS YIRSY

1 Did some light editing: corrected spelling mistakes, improved punctuation, and tweaked some
grammatical constructs

Corrected factual errors

Updated outdated information

Added an occasionait of extra relevant information as an aside

Addedmanymore links, primarily taVikipediaand Wiktionary

Added a few photos. [l fite installments using MS Word, which easily allows me to arrange
embedded photos. However, when | export the result to my blog (which is hosted by the freely
available BlogEngine.NET), the result is far from pleasing. As such, after some early
experimenttion, | have included very few photos.]

1 Added forward pointers to relevant installments that came later

= =4 =4 4 A

Vi


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caf%C3%A9_au_lait
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PDF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Wiktionary:Main_Page

wSE WI SaO0K1 S:wélume &4 2 Feember20l Athfaigh November 2013

1 Regarding links to other installments, links to destinations that are in the same Volume resolve
to the corresponding chapter in that Volume; otherwisieey resolve to the blog web site.
[Fadftes | @SNEB o0A3 a¢KlFEy]l ,2dzHE (2 Y& NBODASSHSNA
GAUK YS FNRY GKS 0S3IAYYAYy3Iod b 2 Brieddshelplyéu mava,d@& R T N
good friendshelpy2 dz Y2 @3S 062RAS&AHE L KIFI @S y24d &Si4 FaiSR S
LQff 3IABS GKSY (GKS o0SySTAG 2F (KS R2dzodo®

Happy reading,

Rex Jaeschke, April 2021.
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1.December 202> Symnbols and Marks 6

2S ftAGS AYy | g2NIR 2F aedvyozfad 9OSNESGKSRNNowp S 32
many of us know that the symb@l meanscopyright and that aaucet (tap, that is) marked red

dispenses hot water while one marked blue gives cold water. Road signs indicate we should turn left or
GKFG F NXYAENRBIFIR ONRaaAy3ad A3gé NSR RGN DINBES yi SitN- FAESA
thinkaboui af2¢gAy3 R26y a2YSOAYS &a22yT +tyR &Stt2g f.
K2f R2ZOSNJ FNRY GKS 2fR RlI&da 6KSY RNADGSNAE 66SNB NE

According to Wiktionary, aymbolA & chérhcteror glyphrepresentingg y A RS X 02y OS LI
b2g ¢6K2Qa (2 aleé gKAOK aedyvyozfa NDSdoiMseeSnyapping KI G A
of symbols to meanings is simply a conventiitmnsome cases, the symbol directly represents the

object (as in a-Junction-ahead road sign) while in other cases there appears to be no such connection
(think 8sided Stop sign).

Of coure, five different groups of reasonable people could easily come up with five different
conventions for the same set of ideas or concepts. One obvious example of this is the diversity of
writing systems. As to how one might write the English vowel soundihér writing systems varies
considerably, but no one approach is right; they are all just different conventions. Even the symbols
used to represent the digit8¢9 are conventions and vary from one counting system to the next.

Many common signs truly afaternational. One such set is that containing a picture of a common

object painted in black, on a white background, and inside a red circle with a red slash through it,

which indicates that the indicated object or action is forbidden. Examples indla®moking Here

No Cameras Allowe@ndNo UTurns AllowedNow another common sign indicatB® Parkingand

although I know it as having an uppercdse the center, | learned a valuable lesson alyguinal

GKSY L aiGl NGISR GNI@SttAay3a G2 [FOGAY ! YSNAOI® ¢ KS
uppercaseE. In that part of the world, the Spanish reflexive vestacionarser S I y a Gl 21 Sy ONg|
the E instead oP. Another sign | see all over the world is WC (an abbreviationdi@r close), to

indicate a toilet.

y GKAA& Saal & I-alghanfinfericRyinboOkesd domimda & mysktypewriter and computer
1Seoleﬁéz Lottt t221 Fd az2yvyS &aevyoz2ta yz2d I @gFAfL
LQf f SyGaAazy | FTS¢ FTASTURA2FT a0y Ayl ! Al @& YA t SE

English context.
1.1 The QWERTY Keyboard

These dayshe most common keyboard layout used in the Engdisbaking world i WERT,Ywhose

name comes from tharkt six letters in the top left corner, read lgfi-right. [A far less common layout
isDvorakb® { S#&pal i GKS &adevyoz2f 1 Seé ato-fgftanddopto-dotibin, afl S& o 2
of which have formal names, as shown:

1 Tilde~1 Not commonly used in general writing, although it can mapproximately Used by
certain programming languages.


http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/symbol
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/character
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/glyph
http://www.rexjaeschke.com/PersonalBlog/post/What-is-Normal-e28093-Part-1-Getting-Started.aspx
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_closet#Water-closet_.28WC.29.2C_the_name
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QWERTY
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dvorak_Simplified_Keyboard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tilde
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Grave Accentt Not common everyday use. Used by certain programraimdtext markup

languages.

Exclamation Markt Also known as aeaxdamation pointor bang A common punctuation

OKI N} OGSNE & AyZ 4L RAR y2i KIFE@S &afrE 6AGK
addresses, email addresses contaifreehgs] Used by certain programming languages.
Commercial A@t Ly Rl &@a 2F @2NB>X (KA& 61 & dzaSR 6KSy
CNBYOK | Sya X bPnodoup SIFEOKXZI C2dzNJ/IffAy3 . ANRAE
of any email address. However, almost every time | try to type & noREnglish keyboard, |

have to figure out which three keys to press! [If you are truly desperate for something to do,
F2ff26Ay3 GKS fAYy]l] FYR NBIFIR£BKS aSOGA2Yy dably
Numbker Sigr# T Also known as pound sign (US), hash (British Commonwealth), and

octothorpe. FOrSE I YLJX S5 4L Kdz3 3 SRiza  (820RNI 8ydES NJ y2fyS aiak & 2
much alcohol to drink, it reallg 2 S dogkdikethe musical sharp sigi©On UK keyboards, this

key usually has thpounds sterling symbdl; however, that isiot why the US calls it a pound

sign. Used by certain programming langaa.

Dollar Sigr$t Used primarily with dollar or peso currencies, and by certain programming
languages.

Percent Sigfet Indicatesapercenl 3S3 & AYyI GuHOp: 2F @WMENAI f
languageCé ! &SR o0& OSNIIFAY LINPINFYYAYy3I I y3adza 3SA
Circumflex Accerft T Not common everyday use. Used by certain programming lagegia

Ampersand T An abbreviated form ofthewordnd> | & AY G ¢KS 5dz21 S 3 5c¢
Huckleberry are invited to a Royal Beheading at the Tower on SatlBtiay ® | ASR o0& OS
programming languages.

Asteriskk T { 2YSUOAYS& dzaSR (G2 | RR SYLKFIara G2 | 52|
R2 GKFGHéX dzaSR Ia | NBLXIFIOSYSyid F2NJ az2ysS f S
WFLFOfFOFYéEéZ YR dzaSR Fa  ONHzRS F2Nain 2F | 6
programming languages to indicate multiplicatifNot to be confused witisterb® & CNEB Yy C

comic book series about anciefibulst 6

Left and Right Parenthedist Common punctuation characters, used in pairs to indicate an

aside, and in arithmetic to group operations, as in (50 + 33) £ (@2). Usedheavily by

numerous programming languages.

Low Line 1t Also known as aanderscoreUsed to underline words and phrases in the days of
GRLISHNARGSNES | &nokNESH faéesK So Sl BmiftheTragigENg M (&

facilities were available.

HypherMinus- T Its name says it all although when typeset, minus signs are often wider. See

this linkaswell.

Plus Sigr-1 Used to mean the obvioydusor as well as(See example immediately below.)

Equals Sigat The mathematical symbol faqualityz I a Ay Z-mareyéafs¥l b n

2 2y RSNFdzf ¢ d | &SR KSIF @At & o0& ydzYSNRdzA LINE INI VY
Left and Right Square Brackkt Punctuation characters, used in pairs to indicate

adzLILX SYSYGFNE AYF2NXIGA2YD oOwWwSOASSHSNI WaKEY A 3
use of() and[].] Used heavily by certain programming languages.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grave_accent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exclamation_mark
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commercial_at
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Number_sign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Octothorpe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sharp_sign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dollar_sign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Percent_sign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circumflex_accent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ampersand
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BYOB_(beverage)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asterisk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asterix
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gauls
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parenthesis#Parentheses_.28_.29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Low_Line
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyphen-minus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plus_sign#Plus_sign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plus_sign#Plus_sign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equals_sign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parenthesis#Parentheses_.28_.29

= =4 -4

wSE WI SaO0K1 S:wélume &4 2 Feember20l Athfaigh November 2013

Left and Right Curly Brackéitt Sometimes calleraces(US) orsquiggly bracket§UK).Not

common ineveryday use, but used heavily by certain programming languages.

Vertical Lind T Also known as gertical bar.Not common in everyday use, but used a lot in
mathematics and computer science.

Reverse Solidust Better known as &dackslashUsed in various internet contexts, and by

certain programming languages.

Colon:t ! O2YY2y LlzyOlUdzr A2y OKIF NF OGSNITHokd G Ay dr
comesinany coloryoulike f I O1 = 0 f ABG,can irtrdtlicéd drlpO4itikeé(Yes,

really, | read it in Wikipdia!) Formats times (as in 10:afn). Used by certain programming
languages. Not to be confused witltacumber which is a long, green vegetable, parts of which
when eaten may well pass through your (otheo)on

Semicolon T A punctuation character that most writers use incorrectly or not at all. Used

heavily by certain programming languages.

Quotation Mark" T Also known as double quote A common punctuation character used in

LI ANB G2 aK2g RAFE23 2N OSNDBFGAY [[jd20F dA2yas
0SUGGOSNI GKIy Déws Uleizvk dalled themdefidd £ommasUsed heavily by

certain programming languages.

Apostrophe’ T A common punctuation character often used to indicate the possessive case, as
AY G¢KS s$hodBNI ARSHYIRQ® SNE &l 33Ay3éd 2KSYy dzaSR |
single quote Allows one quotation inside another. Used heavily by certain progriag

languages.

LessThan SigreT Its name says it all. Used heavily by certain programming languages.
GreaterThan Sigrt Say nanore! Used heavily by certain programming languages.

Comma, T A common punctuation character that most writers (includingi) use in the

wrong places. Always keep a box of them handy when writing, amak&pthem liberally into

your text, so the copy editors have something to do. Used heavily by certain programming
languages.

Full Stop t Called that throughout much of the British Commonwealth,hyf D2 RQ& 24 Y
O2 dzy i NB peiidldUsed hebvilyByReertain programming languages where it is

sometimes called dot.

Question Mark?T A common punctuation character thatends aquestiod Ay > G@5A R @&
know that the Pope waslaomosapiekK ¢ ! YR ¢ K2 Ay (KSaligs&dNdn® RNDBI
Solidug T { I @ & K I'slagh ddmix i© B thé absence of a true division sympdl = A (1 Qa
sometimes used to mean division. Also used in fractions, in various internet contexts, and by
numerous programming languagelso, dittle-known Roman emperor who had the nasty

habit ofleaning on people(Yes, | made up that last one!)

[As astute reviewer John pointed out this may be confusing or misleading, if not incorrect. Here

is my response:Hle Unicode Standard (see below) formally calls this keyboard character

Solidus, and that character is used in everyday word processing and in writing computer
programs in the manner that | mentioned. Howevieom a strict typesetting perspective, a

slash(/) is different from the Fraction Slaghv 0 | YR (G K ® s@nb@siaiwhily { € | a K
Unicode provides different representations, and which moeon keyboards. By the way,

Unicode considers Solidus to be the samseirquleand theshillingmark, even though other



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parenthesis#Parentheses_.28_.29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vertical_line
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reverse_solidus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colon_(punctuation)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Appositive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colon_(anatomy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semicolon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quotation_Mark
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostrophe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Less-than_sign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater-than_sign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comma
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Full_stop
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Question_Mark
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eroteme
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slash_(punctuation)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virgule
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shilling_mark#Currency
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O2y @Sy iAz2ya Yl & RAAIFIIANBS® LF &2dz Ot AO1 2y (K
far more information about the use of sladike characters than you probably care to know.]
LQ@S y2iA0OSR HEkdpean keyboakls FadCuilieSANFige key. This is used as a
generic curreng symbol, typically when the actual one is not available. Also, Spanish keyboards have
anInverted Exclamation Mark(to startan exclamation), andn Inverted Question Mark (to starta
guestion). What will they think of next?

1.2 The World ofWord-Processing

INmy5 SOS Y06 SNJ HMauwivg GSail ddkiBgSDociments Some tips on how to take
advantage of a word processing progrdm L A Y i NRB RdzOSR a42YS dzaS¥dzZ OKI
avalable on a keyboard. Some of these, and more, are discussed below:

1 Em Dash andEn Daslt T Used to surround an aside anal $eparate a range of values,
respectively.
Copyright Sig® t The name says it all.
Section Sig8 1 Simpler to read/write thanthe longé T2 N & { SOUA2y ¢ G/ Kl
P'ASR Ay FT2NBI NR NBHFISNSydSas a4dzOK a a6asSs
1 Pilcrowf T This copyediting mark indicates a new paragraph. And since you asked, yes, there

is a reverse pitow, which is, well, a pilcrow drawn in reverse!
1 Degree Signt Used to write temperatures and angular measures. A specific instance of the
more general superscript (and subscript) notation.
Horizontal Ellipse¥Xt a SFyAy3 aSiO0dé 3¢ aa2 F2NIK FyR &az2 2
Vulgar Fraction®s, %2, %6 The name says it all.
Currency Symbojg >  C 3 € X Thehame SaysJtiald @
Greek Letterd > 1 > ‘¥ Ofterused whef writing about mathematics and physics.
DaggetandDouble Daggef T Often used to mark footnotes to text or entries in tables.
Per Mille Sigit Tt SNOSy (i Qa aAiof Ay 3thoférk peiicént; tmf i5,1/2000. NB 2
Infinity Kk T Used in mathematics and other fields, or to indicate how much money the US can
borrow from China!

T
T

= =4 4 -4 -8 -4 -9

1.3 Emoticons

If you use email or instant messaging, the gi0OS & ' NB KAIK GKF G @2dzQff KI
or moreemoticons(short foremotional icon. You know, those smiley faces, frowns, and other facial
expressions. Now, some of these have baemortalized as standard symbokseg more herp

1.4 Other Fields having Symbols

¢tKS g2NIRa 2F al GKSYFGAOAa FyR [23A0 KIF@S I I NE
marks. Then topographendcadastral mapmakers use marks to indicate contours, elevations,

latitude and longitude, borders, rivers, roads, railways, bridges, dams, churches, ruins, parks, and so

on. Your basic houseas uses symbols to indicate doors, windows, stovetop, sink, stairs, light fixtures,
FYR LI2gSNI 2dzif Sdaz | Y2y3a 2iKSHMNbliskPRyIRodundiaforgY & b 2
| introduced some marks used to indicate pronunciation in English. And the list of fields goes on and



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Currency_(typography)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inverted_exclamation_mark
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inverted_exclamation_mark
http://www.rexjaeschke.com/PersonalBlog/post/Making-Good-Looking-Documents.aspx
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Em_dash#Em_dash
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/En_dash#En_dash
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright_sign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Section_sign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilcrow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Degree_sign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horizontal_ellipses
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulgar_fractions#Common.2C_vulgar.2C_or_simple_fractions
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Currency_Symbols
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_letters
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dagger_(typography)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dagger_(typography)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Per_mille_sign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infinity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emoticons
http://unicode.org/charts/PDF/U1F600.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cadastral_map
http://www.rexjaeschke.com/PersonalBlog/post/English-e28093-Part-2-Pronunciation.aspx
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on, including religin, the occult, astronomy, alchemy, chemistry, electrical, engineering, music, and
hazard and safety.

1.5 The Unicode Standard

As personal computers became fixtures in everyday business and personal lives, a consortium was
formed to define a sebf glyphsthat encompassed all the written symbols that are significant in

modern business and communication, as well as in academia, including ancient Greek, and Egyptian
hieroglyphics. The result wagicode whichinitially had a capacity of 65,535 unique values, and

included lots of Chinese, Japanese, and Korean glyphs. Since then, that system has been extended to
handle more than 1,000,000.

Younameit,andthai @ Yo 2f A& fA1Ste& (2 0SS Ay !|WhdRRSE | {0
despite attempts to includé@. And despite its common use, araiséch RRf S FAY3ISNJ R2Say
have madeteither. Wellil 2 | Fpf gAGK GKSY RF GKS& OFyQid GF 1S

A list of Unicode characters availablenere. However, a more manageable approach (complete with
visual examples) mvailablehere.

1.6 Conclusion

The web sitevww.symbols.conclaimsii 2 6S a¢KS 22NIX RUA [ NBS&dG hyf A
{A3ya YR LRS23INI Ya ®éontaiis mdré than 608 articibshalbioht?, 500 (0 KA &
Western signs, arranged into MNP dzLJA | OO2NRAY 3 (2 GKSANI INI LIKAO

stuck indoors on a rainy day, take a look at some of these.

The marKHis well known. Having been raised in Australia (which is part of the British Commonwealth)
| called thisatick, until, that is, | moved to the US, where | now calleghackor checkmark. If you

follow the link, you will learn that this mark has different meanings in different places including
meaningNO

If you have too much time on your hands, take a look at your word processor toissegports a
Dingbatsfont. If so, take a look at the symbols available via that.

By the way, if you really want to end your sentence in style, do so witht@mobang
LQtf €SFH@S e2dz sAUK GKS F2ff 2iakygdestdathfognz ¢ KA OK C

NO LOITERING

IGHS .0 Bux 20667, Sam Dge, CA Q212+ Mo



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glyphs
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unicode
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Klingon_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Unicode_characters
http://unicode.org/charts/
http://www.symbols.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Check_(mark)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Check_(mark)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dingbat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interrobang
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2. January 2013, Gstarting Your Own Non -Profit 6

hyOS L Y2@SR (2 G4KS '{ Ay (GKS tF30S 1tnQaz AlG G222
there, but after that, | started thinking about what | might be able to do for someftessnate folks.

Around that time, a major weekly newsmagaziran an article comparing the top 50 or so welbwn
OKIFNAGASE aK2gAy3d K2g YdzOK 2F SIFOK R2ftfF N I O dz
stunning how big a percentage of total disposable assets the overhead was for some oftthéme

poAy i GKFEG GKSANI OKINAGFofS LINP2SOGa aSSYSR I|fY?
GKS 06dz01¢ GKFIYy GKS 20KSNH&ZIZ TweytRivelyeard later NFtilbar, adacizLILI2 N
in a much bigger way.

LQ@S {ewmrdis iralmstralia, 10years in suburban Australia, $2ars in suburban America, and
recently | moved to rural America. Australia and America both have good standards of living although
Yé 3dz8aa Aa GKFG RdzS G2 AG&a SElydavadndrbercagsOrhd f  al
US certainly does!

We are all shaped by the influences of our environment, and | grew up in atsmalrural

community, made up of farmers, fruit growers, a few professional people, and lots of walkissg)

people. In generathe State and Federal Governments were expected to take care of those who

needed help. That said my state has many towns with strong community organizations and branches of
national and international service organizations. In my home region, the hotah¢ndrinks, meals,

and accommodation) in each town is owned by that community and run as-pnodih venture with

LINE OSSRa 3I2Ay3 o601 Ayildz2z (GKS (26yQa RSOSt 2LIYSy
campgrounds, picnic areas, riverfront developmentd the like.

From aboutthetime lturnesic = L & GF NISR LX F@Ay3a | 3AFYST a2 KL
own situation improved, the value of the amount went to $1,000, then $10,000, $100,000, and so on,

with it now being in the millions andbif A 2y a ® wL Q@S Ff gl ea GK2daAKG Al
win the lottery, but not have a plan for what to do with the money!]

Fastforward to 2006. After a tranétlantic daytime flight to London, | lay awake-jegged in my hotel

bed for many hars during which | had ampiphany Instead of just dreaming and talking about all the

good | might do should | ever have more ttemoughY 2 y S@ 5 L (K2dzAKGII G2 K& y?2
the experienceof setting up a nosprofit and working with small projects, and actually do something

real now instead omaybef I (i S N304 did, afidRon a shoestring budget too. Now, nearly seven
@SINAR fITGSNE Yeé tAGGES OKLF NMeardedalat. ¢St X AU KI a

Ly GKA& Saaleés LQY 32Ay3 (2 GLUINR|T Al(o 22dxiH I YyeA TS HILA2N
abbreviate as NPO), but without getting into the details of my foundation except to say that it works
primarily with underprivileged kis here inthed { ® ®! & LQ@S RA&02FSNBR NB LIS
ThirdWorldA & G NAIKG | BBdzyR (RBSORBYSNIKAA Ay (GKS |y
nature will necessdy be USand, in some cases, dtate-specific.


http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/epiphany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_World
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2.1 Why Not Just Give as You Go?

For the vast majority of people, this is just fine. Perhaps you give to one or more favorite projects on a
regularbasis,and it comes out of your pay before you get it. And maybe have a little extra from
time to time to give to various groups especially around major holidays.

For many people, they live paycheck to paycheck, so they are too busy trying to keep their own
situation afloat to be thinking about helping others fircgaily. But for those of us with some
discretionary incomgcan we do more? As for me, not only did | wendlo something, | wanted to be
involved in deciding where the money actually weartd in seeing that the overhead was kept as small
as possible. | was certain | didt want to be an armchaiphilanthropist (A lot of people feel good

aboutwriting2 dziT | OKSO(l TN KEESaYyFESRENI | OlGdz tf& YSi
for the buzz they get by giving, they are otherwise unaffected by that need.)
22 .dzi L 52y Qi KIFI@®S ¢KId YAYR 2F az2ySeéeH

Mention the termNon-Profit Organizatioror charity, and many people think of éhmultinational

groups likenternational Red CrosBoctors without BordersandSave the Childrgror theBill and

Melinda Gates Foundatio/After all, they are ones we hear about in the news. But, of course, the vast
majority of NPOs are small, loebldzy | FFF ANER GKIFG R2y Qi KF @S GKS i
their own horn, so you never hear about them unless you go looking.

52y Qi @2dz KI @S G2 0SS &dzLJSNI NRAOK G2 adl NI Té 2 dzNJ 2
0S adaNB AG Kra | 28 oA33aASNI aasSad olrasS y2¢63 0 dz
K2 $2N]la oA0GK LIS2LX S 6K2 ¢glyd (G2 aidF NI GKSAN 2
one had $10mnillion to start with. Once | leaed of her consulting fees, | understood why her clients

needed that kind of money.]

52y Qi @&2dz KI @S G2 KIFEI@S | oA3 S32 (G2 aill NI @& 2dzNJ
need, but the question suggests that having a largish ego is thiveyd In fact, show me a repeatedly
4dz00SaaTdA LISNER2Y YR LQff &dK2g @2dz a2YS2yS 4Al

¢2 0SS &adzaNBxX adFrNIAYy3I Fy bth GF1Sa a2vyS aSNA2dz
business! Once you have it going, you have to keepitigg otherwise, you defeat your original

purpose. For that reason, most people would shy away from going that route. If they fall on lean times,
they can simply reduce their contributions or simply not give to their usual charities. But even if you
have yur own NPO, yoR 2 yh&é to donate to it on a regular basis. Rather, you give when you can
and have most of the assets invested for later disbursement (see later below).

If you start something, you are much more likely to keep it going. And once the®@dhS SEA &G & =
SFAASNI G2 a3SG AyE GKYSHALIK A&t 2 dY GRNRILBAIQ] Y 2(RKRS RNB I Y
that, an untested dream. (See my essaylk is Cheap. Write it Do&from February 2011.)

One of the reasons to start something formal is to involve the whole family, thereby training the next
generation in basic business practices as well as philanthropycaxsider having them inherit
responsibility instead of (or as well as) monetary assets



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Discretionary_income
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/philanthropist
http://www.icrc.org/eng/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
http://www.savethechildren.org/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.rexjaeschke.com/PersonalBlog/post/Talk-is-Cheap-Write-it-Down.aspx

.
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2.3 Public vs. Private Charity

One basic question is whether your NPO will be funded just by you/your family, or whether it will raise
money from the public at large. The t@&man sees the former asprivate charityand the latter as a
public charity That said there is nothing stopping a private charity from accepting donations from
outside the founding group. In either case, the founders can control the board of directors and run
operations as thewish. Of course, if they stray from their stated aims, they risk their donor base

drying up.

From a personal tax point of view, an individual can claim up to 30% of her adjusted gross income (AGI)
a year as donations to a private charity, whereas the limit is 50% for a public charity. If one gives more
than those limits, the excess is rolled oweifuture tax years until it is used up, which means that the

donor actually pays tax on all that excess in the year she donates it, and then gets the deductions in
subsequent years.

[An interesting thing here is that you cannot escape the taxman. Sawiyoa million dollars in the

lottery and you give it all to some public charity. As you can only claim half of that in the first year, you
aiAatt KIS G2 LI & GFLESE 2y GKS 2GKSN) PpnnZnnnz
around. Then yoget deductions over future years at 50% of your then AGI, which means you might
YSOSNI 3SG GKS Fdzftf o0SYySTAO 2F GKS OftlAY S&aLISOAL
AG 2N £2aS A0HE CNIy(f &z wiingsafdziotiely t6 @ charigy, bByx@S (i K
GAO1SO Ay GKS OKFENAGEQA YyIYS AyadSlRo»8

2.4 Operating vs. NorOperating

The next basic question involves the level of control you want over the way in which your

disbursements are spent. Aaperating NPQuns its ownprojects while anon-operating NP(Qartners

with one or more other groups that do operate their own projects. Clearly running projects takes
FRYAYA&GUNI GA2Y YR 02RASAX YR GKAA A& y2i F2NJ
nothing tostop a noroperating NPO from beingvolvedin the projects it sponsors.

2.5 Going the 501(c)(3) Route

The US tax code has a subsection whose number really is 501(c)(3)! (There are other related sections
worth knowing about, but for most NPOs this is the em@nderstand.)Most local NPOs do not have
501(c)(3) certification, which means that donations one gives to theren by the founders of a

private NP® are not tax deductible.

Having this certification takes extra work (such as filing state and federaéturns), but clearly it has
benefits.

2.6 Making Disbursements

| mentioned earlier about the concern you might have with an uneven income. If | start an NPO, what if
L OlFlyQdi R2yIGS GKS alyYS lY2dzyd 27F Y2yr8é&stalddSNE @&
the (very big) difference between the two main kinds of charitable fund raising:
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1 Each year, giving away everything you raise in that year

1 Each year, giving away at least the legal minimum and investing the rest
Most community NPOs (think Paref@acherAssociations and local chapters of veterans and service
organizations, such @sotaryandLiong are in the first category. Perhaps they save some money for
longterm/large projects, but for the most part, they disburse what they raise. That is, the amount they
raise and give away is directly proportional to the skills of their fundraisers in that year.

According to U&deral law, a 501(c)(3)ertified NPO is requiretd give away at least slightly less than

5% of its assets each year. The big win here is that an NPO can invest its income and disburse its assets
over many years. Have a $100,000 windfall in appreciation of real estate or stocks? You can claim the
tax deduction when you donate it, but the NPO can give away $5,000/year for at least the next

20years (and more assuming the money is invested at a profit).

Ly GKA&a LI222N) SO2y2YAO OfAYFGST GKS LINRBoO6fSY gAlK
safetyf YR NBOdzNYy 2y Ay@SadyYSyidod Ly Y& OFaSs L g2N]
do notwant my NPO to risk it in some speculative way. As such, the assets go in Federal Government
secured instruments. However, the problem with thatistieg y QG LI & | y@ s KSNB y St
GKAOK Aa ¢KIFIG Aa ySSRSR (2 1SSL) GKS bth 3I2Ay3
consideration is that the highest rates require locking in the investment for longer periods, perhaps up

to five years. How the does the NPO pay for its 5%nimum disbursements each year? The simplest
formula is for the NPO to raise 5% in new donations each year, to cover those disbursements, but that
can be problematic for a small, private NPO. That is, it requires @oioigdonation stream. Of

course, by staggering the maturity dates of investments, so funds become available for disbursement,

this can be avoided.

. @& GKS gleéxy KSNBQa t+y lyy2eay3a dKAy3a L fSIFNYSR
buy one, sa5,000 for five years, the bank never asks you how often you want interest paid. And in
many cases, it seems that the buyer has no control. My NPO has had CDs that received interest every
1, 3, 6, 10, 11, or 1donths. The problem here is that a 501(c)}{df to maintain a record of the
averagemonthly balance of its assets, and that is complicated if you have to find out the interest in a
series of investments every month, and update your records. Having to do so once each year is best,
but that might resit in a slightly lower effective interest rate.

2.7 The Organizational Requirements
In my case, here are things | needed to do/create:

1 Atrticles of Incorporation: An NPO is a legal entity that is aprofit corporation in the state in
which it will be basedTo create a company, one needs these articles, which take only a page of
GSEG (G2 RS&EONAROGSP® ¢KS NIAOESEa O2yil Ay GKAY
AYAOGALE O2NLI2NIF GS 2FFAOSNEI rédiseredageyjténd WhatR | R
will happen to the assets of the corporation if it is disbanded. This gets your NPO a state
corporate ID number, which you use to open bank accounts and such.

=
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1 A Charter: This has as much as you like to define the mission of the NPO. It cdrabenge

G2 6NRGST YR A0Qa Yz2ad AYLRNIFYyG AT @2dz I NE
NE

GKS bthQa 2¢y dzaS FyR A& y23G | £S3rf NBI dzA
1 Bylaws: These detail the rules by which the NPO will operate. Who can be members of the

corporatior? What are the officer positions and how long can they serve? Can the board of

directors charter a private jet to meet at a resort in the Caribbean? How are decisions made?

LGiQa F2NJ GKS bthQa 2¢y dzaS yR Aa y24 | £S3l

Corporate Officers: Yaueed at least a President and a Treasurer, who are different people.
.2 NR aSYoSNARY ,2d2ff gFyid I OKFANIIYR |0 f
be corporate officers.]

1 501(c)(3) Certification: This is optional.
It turns out that each of thse things is not difficult or complicated even for small NPOs. But again,
are creating a business

T
T

The startup costs involve less than a few hundred dollars, mostly in registration fees. Most importantly,
you donot need to hire a lawyer or accountata do the work.

2.8 Expenses and Tax Considerations

Regarding expenses, my NPO pays a state company registration fee and a tax preparation fee.
[Eventually, | plan to prepare the 4f&age tax return myself.] The few other costs (such as postage,
computers, internet usage, and phone) are very small and are covered by me personally or via my
consulting business.

While federal tax is payable on all income, donationsrerteconsidered income. As such, the only

income my NPO has is interest on itsastments, and the tax rate on that is quite low. No state

income tax is payable in my state, Virginia. The county in which my NPO resides requires a business
license whose fee is based on income. But as it also excludes interest income from that, the isicom
zero and so the tax is zero. The county also levies a personal property tax on furniture, equipment, and

automobiles owned or leased by businesses, but as my NPO has no such property, it pays no such tax.

In my location, if an NPO invests some oagset base in a business (such as real estate, a farm or
ranch, or some other profigenerating scheme) rather than-salled cash investments, it would pay
tax on the profits from those just like an ordinary company.

One of the rules imposed on a 501(9)i8that it must make available on demand by any member of
the public a copy of its federal tax return for each of its last few years. That said, the names of donors
need not be included in that copy.

2.9 On-Going Administration
In my NPO, we perform thellowing tasks:

1. Operate a checking account into which donations and interest are deposited and from which
disbursements are made. However, on average, | keep no more than $500 there, as it4s a non
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interestbearing account. (Yes, | could have an intelesiring account, but that would require
a much higher balance and all kinds of other rules and restrictions.)
Maintain in Quicken that checking account and various investment accounts.
3. Maintain a spreadsheet that tracks the average monthly asset balaheeking, savings, and
investments).
4. Maintain a project activity log in a spreadsheet. This tracks all activities and events in
chorological order and gives each a category fra® dptions.
5. Produce board meeting minutes.
| mentioned earlier the possible ed to get investment interest information on a regular basis.
Another twist is that in the US, a company can declare its tax year to be angrith period that
a0GFNIGa 2y GKS FANRG RFe@ 2F 42YS Y2Y(GK® aleyflarY@d bt
year. But all of the institutions in which the asset base is invested appear to be incapable of issuing
annual statements for other than a calendar ye&d,when they send their statements to the taxman,
of course they report a different amount afy 4§ SNB & d Ay O02YS GKFy Y& bth R
la vie!

no

2.10 Choosing Projects

It is all well and good to want to help some less fortunate person or group, but what is your process for
RSOARAY3 2y K2 GKS NBOA LI Gs¢ butns doviinf cain/sbhoSI&your ¥ | F N
family-run NPO give him $X,000 to cover immediate basic costs? Maybe. But what if another
friend/neighbor has an emergency and they hear about your previous donation? Are you obliged to

help them as well?

Be careful to writea clear statement in advance as to the kinds of events and activities you will
consider for disbursement and the criteria you will use if you have more applicants than you can
service. For example, if you give away scholarships or support for overseals itravill look suspicious
if only your children or grandchildren are eligible. For competitive awards, it is better to have an
independent group of experts select the winners from among the applicants.

My NPO requires that for the most part, each digdhave a handsn involvement in their projects.
We also require status reports from recipient groups, so we can monitor things.

In the first few years, | had trouble giving away time and money. Most groups | contacted had no way

to deal with someone phdng them offering resources. Either they welisorganizedor the front line

2F O2yiul Ol sl a a2 NBY2GS FTNRBY (GKS T2dzyRSNEQ @A 3
quite sad. Eventually, | found a couple of projects that were not only wabtltythe people with

whom | spoke were welcoming and came up with lists of ways in which to help in advance of our first
faceto-face meeting.

A X L oA

LOPS NB2SOGSR FINI Y2NB LINRP2SOGa (KIFy £LQO@S IISGENI
g S GMtRe business of givingand-ups not hand-outs
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The Foundation is a private, familyrected, nonprofit organization that provides funding to deserving
individuals, organizations, and programs, while allowirgients to maintain their dignity. Areas in
which The Foundation may be involved include, but are not limited to, the following:

1 <list deliberately removed>
Support for the following cannot or will not be considered:

1 Any individual religion or religiousganization's norsecular activities. [This is prohibited by
the Articles of Incorporation.]

1 Any political party, politician, or political candidate, holding or running for any local, state, or
national elected office. [This is prohibited by the IRS aedpsicitly stated in the Articles of
Incorporation.]

1 Any organization or individual that receives Aivial funding from organized casirstyle
gambling games (such as slot machines, roulette wheels, and games involving cards or dice),
that are rundirectly by, or directly for, that organization or individual. [However, organizations
or individuals receiving trivial funding from smatlale social gaming such as Bingo, raffles, and
the like, are not excluded by the above clause.]

2.11 Lessening the Admistrative Burden

I 20 2F 20t btha aAiayYLiXe aLISyR gKFG G0KSe& NI Aa
the interest and/or expertise in managing a business. They are also not 50t@){B¢d. It so

happens, that a nichenarket has grown up the US that involves 501(c)}{&rtified NPOs that exist

solelyto provide a business umbrella for those local NPOs. For example, an NPO raises money and
sends that along to its umbrella parent, which investtlgually the NPOs disburse all their meyat

the end of their business year, so the parent has to write out checks only once each year. Depending

on the amount of money involved, the only fee the parent charges might be the interest on the money
raised. And the parent may take care of moshdf all, of the federal, state, and local government
paperwork. There are also entities callednorAdvised FundéDAFsS).

2.12 Conclusion

If by the end of reading this essay, you are convincetigtating an NPOisotT 2 NJ @ 2dz G KI (i Qa
with me. But at least | hope it has given you something to think about and some ideas on focusing your
efforts. In particular, hopefully you can see that organized philanthropy is not just for the very rich
Whichever way you want to get involved in helping others, just do it, and thank you. Oh, and

remember that you have to take good and lelagting care of yourselbieforeyou can effectively take

good and longasting care of others!
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3. February 2013, (rhe Big Moveo

My guess is that most of us probably live in relatively few different places during our lives. In my case, |
left home soon aftermy 66 A NI KRl 8> o0& ¢6KAOK GAYS LQR fAQGSR |
LOQ@PS ftABSR G mMn Y2NB® h@SNIff> N@RZI QYOYNIGA SR
Witness Potection Progranh

| started accumulating stuff soon after | left home and as finances allowed. | weesds3old when |

GasSid dzL) K2dzaS¢ gAGK (g2 FTNASYRaod {S@PSy &SI Na fI
take up a job for at least a yedutting my life into two suitcases was quite a challenge and required
ruthlessnessSo,when the travel plans changed drastically only weeks before departure, and | was
fAYAGSR (2 2yte& 2yS OFaSzs KIFf@Ay3 Yaéstwoseksbil & dzNS 4
socks and underwear anyway? [By the way, regarding socks, you can get five days from a pair: wear
them, turn them inside out, swap feet, turn them inside out again, and go without! This is-a well

known fact exploited around the world by yogimen who have left home and who have to do their

own laundry.] I should mention that some years later, once it was clear that | was staying abroad, | did
ship a container of stuff that had been in storage.

Apart from having a limited baggage allowance@ioy 3 | 6 N2 R NBIljdzA NEa 2y S
a number of perspectives. Can | do without all my favorite things, my familiar environment, and my
friends? So much so, that if one stays in the same environment for a long time, beyond a certain point,
moving across town forget about moving to another city, state, or countrgan be a very
AYUOAYARFOAY3 LINRPALISOG F2N)Iff (GK2aS LIS2L)X S 6K?2
FNASYRAKE aG2Aff L KFEGS 3I322R vy Skkd Wod2 NBKZ & 3 Rt LI
GLQEf KIFI @S (2 adl NI FTNRY AQLG@NI @0 K® dinoti @0 1y E®RIE A @ I |

In 1984, | moved to a townhoasA month later, my son wdmrn, and he lived there until he

completed his first four years of university. | lived there a total oy@&s. Often when | went down

Ayi2 GKS o0l aSySyidsz LQR f 22 {tinded@hdayaound houdefn G KS 3
generat just waiting to be used perhaps, maybe, one day! From arriving in the US in 1979 with one
adzZA GOl &aS | YR | 0 NRA S POhea ZoadrobnDapartmidP ahd\tbea to §i®el, B2 | v
bedroom townhouse. Where dideedend andwant start? Having traveled to the third world and seen

whole families living in one or two small rooms, | was pretty sure | could live with less in a smaller

space without any unnecessary hardship. | was very interested in downsizing not only my aelg sp

but my life as well.

This essay outlines the process | used to prepare and sell that townhouse, to determine what sort of
LX + OS LQR tA1S G2 tA@BS Ay yYySEGZ IyR G2 FAYR | YR
31 LGQa 'ff Ay GKS tflyyAay3

| startedout by following my own adce, and making aritten plan. (See my essay from May 2011,

Gt £ vy Ay 3 Oversevefablmionits it svas tevised and expanded. One of my golden rules is,

GLYSAXKAYI Aa ¢2NIK R2AYy3IT A0Qa ¢2NIK R2AY3I NA I
the biggest financial transaction most of us will ever carry out.
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The goal was to sell my townhouse and, hopefully, to downsize, which meant getting therbadge

for sale, selling it, finding a new place to live, and moving. Very quickly, | recognized that selling one
place and buying another were both big tasks on their own, and combining them would complicate
things especially if | could find a new placet bot sell the old one. After all, there was a big housing

slumphereinthé { = YR L ¢l ayQdG 3I2Ay3 G2 asStt a4 | 29
what area did | really want to live? In reality, | could live within an hour of any migparrain the
G2NI R Ay lye LIXIFIOS G4KIFId KFR I RSOSyid AyiSNysSa C

the problem it expands it hugely!

Having owned one residence or another pretty much continuously fgied6s, and having lived in

societiesn which home ownership is the pinnacle of personal financial achievement, | thought only of
owning the next place. However, somewhere along the way | hagbarinany To separate completely
theselild FyR o0dz22Ay3 aidl3asSaszs gKeé y20 NBydG F2NI I &St
G6KIG ySEG YR 6KSNB ySE(GKE 'yYR AT L SorRpadi Kl ¢
became to sell my house, to then rent it back from the new emwhile | looked for a new place, and
GKSY (2 Y20S® ¢KSy | @SIFENJ 2N a2 fFGSNE LQR 22
odzi GKFG 2dzald YSIyid LQR KI @ Sevaua moOdwngizimg@an.i 2 3 S
(Somethinggood really does come from everything.) And most importantly, buying the new place

would not be contingent on selling the old place.

To begin, on the selling side, | identified two real estate agents who both came highly recommended. |
met with each separtaly and explained my plan. | asked for their advice on how to prepare my
townhouse, and | wanted to know the best times of the year to have a place on the market. In fact, |
had a whole list of questions, which I refined as | went. With the advent ahteenet and electronic
property-access lockox cards, things had changed quite a lot since | last bought or sold a property. |
made no commitment to either of them regarding using them for the sale, and rightly, they considered
it an investment in a futre possible relationship. We made a thorough inspection of the house and |
made notes about all the suggestions they each made regarding renovation, cleaning, and other
LINSLI NI A2y ® t NA2NJ 02 GKSANI QA &A (téinght he@Btory | RS |
o0FaSR aAYLIi e 2y 02YY2y &aSyasS 06KAOKSXZ dzy T2 NIidzy!l
very happy to find it covered the vast majority of things. | then wrote a detailed renovation plan with a
timeline.

In parallel, on the rentig/moving side, | started to make notes about my requirements. There was just

me, | wanted to rent for at least a year, and | was happy to get rid of a lot of stuff. Besides, | was going

to repaint the inside of my old house and replace the carpet befoeehiouse went on the market, so

why move everything out temporarily only to move it back again, and then move it permanently when

L £SIFI@SK . SGGSNI 2dzad G2 3ISG NAR 2F &addzFF RAzZNR Y =
think about being segdl 6§ SR FNRY G(GKSANI aldzFFod aL OFyQi RSOAI
GFr1S AG G2 Yé ySg LXFOSd L OFry &a2NIl GKNRdIzZEAK Al
not a plan for success! By the way, | highly recommend listepifigorge Carli@ a 0 Ist}ff$ 2 y

Regarding my next, or at least a futustyleof living, | explored the idea of having a really small,
permanent home base and traveling it@nmper vanatravel trailer(called acaravanby some), or a
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Motor Homd Recreational VehiclgRV). | also considered buying land and buying a prefabricated,
transportable lome, or building a log cabin from a kit.

CAytftes L oAl GKS odA £SG¢é FyYR RSOARSR LQR 0 dz
b2¢g R2y QG FlLff 2dzi 2F &2 dzNJI QISKONINEdzE & &R Vi S BT
had Sy Qi @A2f I SR Y& LINRY OA Lif ¢SSO KFYNR Y2 vt | AR Fivea=_NI

3.2 The Renovations and Preparation
The main renovation tasks wees follows:

1 Replace the vanity cabinets, sinks, faucets, towel rails, and lighting in two full bathrooms, a half
bathroom, and a vanity area in the master bedroom. [The bathrooms themselves had been
renovated some years earlier.]

1 Remove all window treatments and biats from all walls and ceilings, repair the drywall,
remove all wallpaper, and paint all inside walls and ceilings.

1 Repair and paint all exposed wood outdoors.

1 Replace all carpet.

Minor tasks included pressure washing the deck, landscaping both fromeangards, trimming ivy
growing up the front walls, and cleaning.

On the purging and preparatieto-move front, | dealt with the following:

f 5AaLl2aSR 2F Y2ad 2F Yeé LINRFSaaArzylf fAO0NI NEB
91 Donated bookcases, loads dfioe supplies and equipment, and many personal things to thrift
shops and NoiProfit organizations.
1 Gave away tools and personal stuff to friends and acquaintances. [In the end, anyone who
came to visit had to take something home with them when they]Jeft!
1 Made numerous runs to the recycling center, disposing of many hundreds of books and the
shredded remainsof 26 S N& 2F LISNE2Yy Il f NBO2NRa ol FGUSNI L
1 Recycled or donated 2@arsworth of old personal computers and equipment
1 Disposed of all hazardous waste (e.g., paint and chemicals)
This all took place over anrBonth period, at my own (controlled) pace. By the time it was all done,
the place looked so good | thought perhaps that | should stiyAmd, in fact, if Idid@G IS4G | RS«
2¥FFSNE (KIFGQa SEIFIOQGfe 6KIFG L LXFYYySR (2 R2H

3.3 On the Market We Go

| decided to have the house ready for sale by-daduary, and although miginter might seem a bad

time to sell, | was assured that it was one of the three best times. Wigletmight not be many

buyers, neither are there many properties. Besides, when it comes down to it, you only need one, the
right one.
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When the first open house was held, | had my feet up on a

Caribbean island where it was 868greed~(27C)with wind chil!

After that, | was irtown for subsequent open houses, but was

a1 SR G2 a@l G (93 QKK Si ALINSS VLA 4G5 &Y S
f20FrGS OSNIIFIAY (GKAy3a GKIFG LQR
KFR KARRSY FTNRY LldzoftAO @daSs afS
possiblesalg |1 246 RINBS L fSIF@S | Of Sly
Oh, and thou shalt not put any blue tablets in the toilet water

tank while the house is on the market. Apparently, although
prospective buyers may well have blue water in their toilets,

GKSe@ N’ y20 Ifft26SR G2 a4S$ AdG Ay | K2dzaS GKI G¢

Apart from open houses, buyer agents came by during the week to look. All of them actually called
FKSFR FYR YIRS Fy FLIWLRAYUGYSYG> odzi 2dmeintigtof OI & &
condition all the time, as imake the bed every morning and do the dishes after every. ©éalthe

games people play!

During open house, every light in the place had to be on and all the blinds had to be open. But with its
being winter, ttat was hardly energp T FA OASY (i X o6dzis KSeéexX AGQa yz2a O°F

3.4 The Serious Offer and Negotiations

A couple of weeks after the house had gone on the market, | received an offer that was so low, |
O2yaARSNBR Al Iy HismagdcindletélydRregarded il. Kneén cardedh&toda
buyer | wanted. She and her agent spent no more thamitfutes looking through, and a few days

later submitted an offer, which was low, but not insultingly so. | countered by dropping my price just a
few thousand and | Hpresented the long list of renovation and replacement work. Her next offer went
up almost all the difference, and we soon made a deal. That was five weeks after the place had gone
on the market.

As it happens, having a signed contrata given price is just the start, as that was subject to several
inspections. One inspector found a faulty power outlet and broken seals on two windows, one large
one smallSo,l repaired/replaced those. He claimed the chimney needed to be cleanédshtihad

never ever been used, | refused. He claimed that the roof needed replacing, to which | countered that
it was done 1@ears before and had a life of at leasty&ars. He tried to save face by insisting it be
cleaned. | refused, but my wimpy ageoffered the buyer money from his commission towards that.

The house failed theadontest. $1,000 later, that problem was fixed (although it resulted in the
installation of an exhaust fan that would r@d-hours a day forever).

Finally, we agreed we were done, but as neither party was in a hurry, we delayed settlement for
several months. During that time, | had the buyer over several times for afternoon tea, so she could
measure things and plan her owrowe. | also prepared a detailed list of things regarding maintenance
as well as a list of local businesses she might care to know about, as she was moving fobstaiet
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The Settlement

The buyer and her agent, and my agent and | met in a conference aba title company. After

signing lots of sheets of papers, we shook hands and went our separate ways. There were no last
minute snagsand the proceeds were transferred to my bank withinfrs. The sales contract gave

me a 5week rentback duringwt®dK G AYS L KIR (2 (1S$&LJ GKS LI I OS a

3.6

The Search for a Place to Rent

h@SNI I ydzYoSNI 2F Y2y iKas LQR 0SSy RNAGAY 3 I NE dzy
the geography and kinds of places available. Along the way, lefrasig my criteria. Then, as soon as
the settlement check cleared, | started my search in earnest.

T

Using an online search facility, | identifiedddtential places and spent a weekend planning an
efficient order in which to view each from the outsidedamithout an agent. (I discovered that

Y26l RF2a> | o0d22SNIIfaz2 ySSRa |y F3aSydaszx dzyf Sa
| bought a prepaigtard mobile phone, so | could interact with renting agents as | was driving
around reading their advertising signs.

Isetmyalan¥ 2 NJ ljdzZAGS SFENI & 2y | az2yRIFe& Y2NYyAy3ao ¢
slept well, and | had a raging headache. Then as | pumped gas in my car, | locked the keys

inside. Things went downhill from there!

The first house was very nice, in a quiet idigrhood, in the largest town of the neighboring

county, but it had three levels, which meant stairs. It, or something like it, would be my safe
2LI0A2y AT L FlAfSR (2bagkpeficd. a0 KS NAIKI GKAy3IE
Then came some truly forgettable placesm truly awful locations, sometimes along bad or
unfinished local roads.

Then | found a splievel house on an acre of land with many large, evergreen trees. It looked

very good and it came with great neighbors. | called the agent listed on the siigl titnét

someone had submitted an application the previous day. Bugger!

After more bad weather, more crappy places, crappy locations, and bad roads, | followed a

sealed road along the tallest hill in the area in heavy fog. Forget getting in and out stedpe

roads in that area.

| eventually found a very nice, small stone cottage way out in the country, but it had stairs, and

L LINRPOoIlIofée O2dzZ RyQd 3ISaG fI NHS Fdz2NyAGdz2NBE dzLJ 0
By 7pm, | was back home, dejected. But, of course, it was onjyll@and the Sweek

countdown clock had hardly moved.

At7:30LJYS L LIK2YySR GKS 3Syd LQOQR aLR|1Sy G2 SI NI
2FFSNY {KS aFAR (GKIFG glayQid ¢2NIK GKS STT2NI
that afternoon and she suggested | look at it online. | did, and despite the outrageously high
monthly rental, | fell in love with it. After looking at all the photos, reading the detailed

description, finding the location on a map, and considering the cost, | calelatk that

evening and asked her to set up a viewing the next day. (Instead of thinking about how much
Y2ySe Al O2aidz L GK2dzAKO Ay GSNXYa 2F K24 YLy
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rent. When that came up to a very low number, it wasodbnainer decision. Besides, the place
was on five acres with adcre forest. In fact, it really was a botanic garden with a house in it!)
On the Tuesday, | inspected the place and filled out an application.

| was approved on the Wednesday.

On Friday, $igned a iyear lease and got the keys.

On Saturday, | started moving in.

So, one day after | started looking, | found my dream house, and | made only one call on my mobile.

=4 =4 —a -4

3.7 The ReniBack

| had negotiated five weeks rent back, which | figured was suffitime to find a place to rent. |

moved all my stuff out in a week, so the only thing | needed to do in the remaining four weeks was to
clean a place that had been painted and had new carpet. It was not a difficult task. On one of the final
visitsimadell 2 A G L ( K2 dz3 Kyears, butl amh so M&Rin K8 NWild myF riew plaseyand
the whole idea of moving to a new life that | have absolutely no separation anxiety whatsoever. After
all, it was just a hous¢domeh & G KSNBE L Odz2NNByidte fADSde

3.8 TheMove

| moved a lot of stuff by myself in a minivan from which | had removed the seats. On several days, | had
an assistant who helped with some of the rside stuff. | unpacked boxes as | moved, so | could reuse
GKSY FTYR G2 &a4aSS GKS LINRPINBaAaia LOR YI RSO

Forthe last two days, my son came\it,and we moved all the big/heavy stuff using a pickup truck.
There was only one door into the new house that could accommodate large things, and even that had
to be removed to get the sofa through. Althoughitraired €t AGGf S GKFG 6SS{1z Al
driving between houses.

After a number of sports injuries and subsequent knee surgeries, | pretty much avoid certain physical
I OGAQGAGASEA O | -BffarSgdySINEpudhed Yiard, whishwresialted in niy keee swelling
considerably. Fortunately, that was temporary, but it tookdHys to recover fully.

3.9 Life in Paradise

L QR | 0 paytR sevelRears earlier, and | very quickly

found | had no real TV reception via an antenna. Thirty seconds

| after dizovering that, | viewed that as a positive thing. After all, |
wanted to spend more time reading, writing, entertaining, and
watching videos. Also, the internet service was slow, but it was

I RSljdzr i1 S L NBFffeé RARYQl ySSR
internet browsing.

The kitchen was a delight, and as | like cooking and entertaining, |
set about making full use of that.
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The property came with a John Deere tractor with which | had to cut the
grass. That brought out the farmer in me (as you can see fhem t
' accompanying photat left). The outdoor deck and entertaining area
4 were wonderful, and | ate outdoors as often as possible. | also sat there
late at night and watched the stars. And the forest was complete with
.| deer, rabbits, and lots of birds. Evettaege turtle came to visit one day.

& There were no streetlights glaring in my windows and the constant noise
. of a city was a fading memory.

= There were a few adjustments, but nothing major: no pizza delivery; |
0 O02dzf RY Qi 2dza il 6+t | towrptrash/ke/clidgpigkdS T (i K
| had a 156oot drive to shovel if there was snow; | had a well (no
power=no water) and a septic tank. | did, however, have no stairs (YES!)
and a window over the kitchen sink (and YES! again). | had a great landlord andisemeighbors.
And | had a Zar garage, my first ever cover for a car.

3.10 ThePostmortemResults

Despite the national downturn in home sales, | got a good price for my house. It helped that my city,
Reston, is always in demand and that a subway line ismgptoithe area in the next year. The fact that

L RARY QO KIFI@S G2 asStft oe lye 3IAGBSY RFEGS YIRS A
there were no unpleasant surprises.

Regarding downsizing, my new place is slightly smaller includirmpagarage, but not that much so.
| 26 SOSNE o6& R2gyaArAl Ay3da it Ye addzF¥Fr LQY St L
get rid of quite a few more things. Along the way, | reinforced my dislike for the real estate business.

| used the mwe as an opportunity to change all sorts of things; basically, it allowed a complete attitude
change in many respects.

311 2 Kl Qa bSEGK

{AYyOS Y& Y20Ss: L O2yadalyidtfte y206A0S gKAOK 2F Ye
the bigpurge, ISAf £ R2y QG dzaS oz 2F GKSY 2y | y@& NBIdA |
| F @Ay 3 &a02dziSR 2dzi GKS FNBIF (G2 6KAOK L Y2@0SRX L
my selection criteria and figured an upper price limit. My plan is to g@n®nths before my retal
FINBSYSyid SELANBAaA>Y a2 LQft KIFI@S L)X Sydae 2F GAYS
completely a kitchen and bathroom, to paint inside and out, and to replace all the floor coverings. All

those things are cosmetic and can eas®y bOK I yISR® ! f (GKIFI G alARI AT L
quite willing to rent again, but definitely something smaller and much cheaper.

3.12 Conclusion

| firmly believe that one can and should plan for success, but one should leave room for the nice,
for dzA (12 dza adzNLINAaSa GKIFIG OFy O02YS Ff2y3d b2GKAY:
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AGQa 3I22R-SIANIfQAAGSS 20y2SONB t ATSadetS 200l arzyltfte
the whole move to be an adventure with a safety net.

~

LT L KFERyQid OFffSR o6FO] GKFG NBydFt F3aSydz L yS
RSTAYSR o0& (GKS IOlGAz2zya ¢S (G11S FyRY 2dzad Fa AYL
b2¢g L YSYUGA2ySR SIFENIASNI GKFdG LQR FAylFffte o02dzaAKI
$10, and | subscribed the Tracfonepay-asyou-go plan. The phone came with doubtgnutes and

after | hadt for a couple of months, | bought ay2ar card that gave me 1,000 minutes. The total cost

Aa afA3akKaGte fSaa 0GKFYy bPykY2yiKed ¢KS (GKAYy3I A& L
convenient, and only a couple of people have my number. | aRisad OA LX A Y SR GKF G Ay
used it to make fewer than a dozen calls. Besides, | have unlimited calling on my home phone, so why
L& F2NJ OFfttfta GKFIG L OFy YF1S i KaaNsSeriigamonF NB S K
and IR 2 yil@téxting or email on it. Unlike many people, | have a very full life without having to play

with my phone every spare moment.
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4. March 2013, QVhat is Normal - Part 6: Weights and Measures 6

lwasN>F A aSR Ay 1 dza OGN f Al A ynpdid Systanappnitsdvasiuse® INYa7M B = & |
A0 NISR 2Nl AYy3 Ay OKSYAAUNER ¢gKSNB SOSNRGOKAY3I ¢
the Metric SystemIn1979, | moved to the US, which has a modified version of the Imperial System.
However, | still travel regularly to countries that use the metric system. As a result of these varied
experiences, | can easily switch from feet to nmetérom miles to kilometers, and from pounds to

kilograms.

The Imperial System, or variants thereof, is sometimes referred to dedtgoundssecond Py
system At times, the metric systa was referred to as theentimetergram-second CGpsystem

Later, there was theneter-kilogramsecond 1KS system but that was replaced by thaternational
System of UnitsS). Of course, it is perfectly normal thdtdre are other systems as well, including the
tonguein-checkFFEFsystem.

4.1 The Imperial System

| well remember being in a group of students marching around the yard in elementary school reciting
various weights and measure values, such as the followingadfs in a foot, ¥et in a yard, 1,760

yards in a mile, 5,280 feet in a mile, 63,360 inches in a mile, and so on. [ remember doing likewise with
multiplication tables!]

Add to those numberghings like 16ounces in a pound, 2,240 pounds in a topjrds in a quart,

4 quarts in a gallon, 648cres in a square mile, and water freezes ati8grees Fahrenheit and boils at
212degreed, and you soon see the problem. Theredgher rhyme nor reasowith respect to the
multiplier; you simply have to learn these fyte!

LGQ& NRIKG Fo2di y2é (KFHG ORYSRBYAZZRSRYZ2ED2{EKAZ
waste; it can always serve a®d R SEI YL SHé¢ w! y2y 6

4.2 The Metric System

Compared to the Imperial System the metric system is infinitely simpler to teach, learn, and remember.
For a given category of measurement such as length/distance there is a single base nametgethe

6 F 2 NJ gukeith@ KIS dpeéllihg). The quantity is expressed using one of a small family of optional
universal prefixes resulting in things like millimeter, centimeter, and kilometer. Here are the basic
prefixes:

Prefix Meaning Common Usage Example
milli One thousandth | milliliter, milligram, millimeter
centi One hundredth | centiliter, centimeter
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deci One tenth Note thatdecibelis not an example
<none> <base unit> liter, gram, meter

deca(ordekg | Ten decagram

hecto(or hecta) | Hundred hectare

kilo Thousand kilogram, kilometer, kilobyte

Other commonly used prefixes anezga (megabyte, megahertz, megapixel, megaliteia
(gigabyte, gigahertzjera- (terabyte),micro- (microsecond), andano- (nanosecond, nanometer). For
the complete set clickere.

Note that in the world of computer science 1KB (one kilobyte) is often understood t¢ bgtas,
which is 1,024 bytes, a number slightly more than 1,000.

By the way, a milliliter (ml) is the same thing as a cubic centimeter (cc).
4.3 Differences between the US and Imperial Systems

I OO2 NRAY 3 (Ugite? Skalesh cud® RN uBisseda system of measurements commonly used
in the United States. Many U.S. undre virtually identical to their imperial counterparts, but the U.S.
customary system developed from English units used in the British Empire before the system of
imperial units was standardized in 1824. Sevetaherical differences from the imperial system are

presentd €

About 20years ago, | was visiting friends here in the US when their son and | got talking about what
KSQR 0SSy fsSdutbldAdtelcHne lthat a gafod of water weighepodinds, to which |

NBLI ASR GKIFG GKIFIGd RARYQU a2 dzy Rpod#is3ltuin® out we ward NJ | &
both right when you took into account the contexts in which we each had leasoedheasures, he in

the US and me in Australia. At approximatelyldess, an Imperial gallon is about 20% bigger than a
USgallon (which is about 3l8ers). Correspondingly, an Imperial pint isfRGd ounces while a U@nt

is only16.

BackintheE NI @ mMdpTnQas ¢KSYy | a{1SR K@neSpgumBK IL2 &S& I KIS F
the US does not ughe stone As a stone is 1gounds, for Americans, the equivalent weight would be
176pounds.

The US also hahortversions of several weight units. For example, the US uses the short ton, which
has 2,00pounds, while the long ton used by Imperial unit folks h&4l@ pounds. The Imperial
hundredweight has 11@ounds, whereas a US hundredweight is only @@0nds. Do not confuse a
short or long ton with anetric ton (or tonne).

¢t KSNE KI @S 0SSy @I NRA 2dza | {ihowever,Jioae hassucéeededon anK S | {
grand scale. In any event, the fact that the US does not require imports to conform to gystds,
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combined with theinflux of products from countries that do use the metric system means that a
mixture of measures exists. For example, one can buy a car with 35Gicciviengine or a-fiter V8.

' YSNAOFI Qa4 AYYSRAIFIGS ySA3IKo2NERSZ |/ IdysofRelgetsdcibsetoa SE A C
those borders, one sees distance signposts in both miles and kilometers.

4.4 Abstract systems

If you cook with recipes, you will be familiar with measures sszhip, teaspoon andtablespoon

And while these have formal definitions, we tend not to think of them as such. For me, | know that to
cook white rice, | simply neqalt 1 cup of rice in Zups of cold water, and boil. (Of course, | could just
as easily substitute a drinking glass or a bucket for the cup; the proportions stay the same.)

Some years ago, | stayed with a family in Japan, and | asked if | could cookanMsal for them

and their neighbors. They were delighted not only to try Mexican, but also to see a man in the kitchen,
something that is apparently quite rare in that country except for chefs in restaurants. (It was a

challenge to find all the ingrediénto make tacos.) The problem arose when the three women pulled

out their notepads and were ready to write copious notes on how to prepare the food. | started
O0221Ay3 GKS INRdzyR 0SSTod dal2¢ f2y3 R2 e23KLOR 21
GKSe a1 SRod 4! Redzaald GKS KSIFG a @2dz tA1S¢X L NEF
& ARZ d! RR adzZFFAOASY(d (G2 GlradSoé ¢KAa &2 FNXHzad N
was clear they needed strictrulestoc@@k YR L FfY2ad fglea aFfte o8

4.5 Dealing with Conversions

It is likely that relatively few people will experience a change in their weights and measures systems
unless theyemigrate,or their country adopts the metric system. Howevaer, those of us who travel
internationally on a semiegular basis, we do have to change contexts if we are to understand our
local environment. Just how much does gasoline cost in Country X? Seeing a pricecoiras/i8er on

a pump gives you no clue sshow many US$/gallon that is, and vice versa. And although the signpost
says that its 28niles to the next exit, just how far is that in kilometers? Another example is tire
pressure. In the US/Imperial world, we measure the number of poyedsquareinch (psi); however,

in the metric world, they use kilopascals. And as for fuel efficiency, the familiarpeitegallon (mpg)
becomes liters/10&m, which employs a reversed ratio. Fortunately, many cars sold in the US today
have speedometers in both Udmetric units, so drivers can tell just how much over the speed limit
they really are driving when they cross into Canada or Mexico.

From my Aussie experience, | remember my mother having trouble with sugar. Previously, it came in 4
Ib (pound) bags, anfibr a whole host of things she made in bulthink preserving fruit in jans she

knew how many bags to buy/use. However, when the metric system was adopted, the bags were now
2kg, which at about 4.4lbs is more than just a little bit larger. A major adjustwas needed.

Similarly, she needed to convert the degré&s recipes on printed packaging to her degrégeas she

gl ayQiG o2dzi G2 NBLX I OS KSNI 2fR 20Sy a2dzaid o6SOl
measurement systera
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A common thing to buy for lwh was a Jint carton of flavored milk; however, the metric equivalent
was 600ml, which is significantly larger. Basically, certain assumptions that had been proven correct
for years were no longer true, and some manufacturers took advantage of thaivaysizing their

product yet keeping the price the same. How would the average consumer tell the difference? [l recall
that this kind of thing was widespread when various countries converted to the Euro.]

4.6 Length, Distance, and Thickness

Depending on the size of the thing being measured, we use different units, for exanipte: @
USmil)isathousandt?2 ¥ 'y AYyOK® ! f K2dzZAK A0Qa dzaSR Ay @I N
YI ydzFl OGdzZNAy 3z L FANRG OIFYS | ONRaa Al sKSYy OKSC
afeeler gaugeMetric \ersions measure in hundredths of a millimeter.

Regarding altitude and ocean depth, we talk in thousands of feet (or meters). Occasionally, we use
milest as in DenverColoradothe mile-high cityt and in nearearth space.

When it comes to human hair and cells, we useron, which is a synonym for micrometer. And as the
name impliespanotechnologys measured imanometers.

Most of us raised in the British Commonwealth learned that the length of the pitdihdoname of
cricketis exactly 2%ards long; that is, onehain and that there are 1@hains in durlongand

80chains in a mile. A chain is 10tksor 4rods(or 4poles or 4perches). (The length of horse races is
often stated in furlongs.)

The termmileis shorthand for statute mile, and is 5,280 feet (1,609 meters). The latter ieused to
distinguish it from thenautical mile which at 6,076.1 feet (1,852 meters) is longer. A nautical mile is
approximately one minute of arc of longitude at the equator. An internatitmeaty definesterritorial
watersas a 1zauticatmile strip along a coastal at the average {bgke mark.

Thefathomis a nommetric unitequaling &eet. It is mostly used in the context of water depth.
LYAGALEftes AG ol a GKS RAAGHYOS 0SGo6SSYy Fy I @SNI
is customary, when burying the dead, to inter the corpse at a fathom's depth, oresiurider. A burial

at sea (where the body is weighted to force it to the bottom) requires a minimum of six fathoms of

gl SN ¢KA&a Aa GKS 2NAIAY 2F (KS LIKNFasS wiz2z RSS

Another nautical measure is tlmble which is one tenth of a nautical mile.

Many of us know thaflules Vernarote a popular book called0,000 Leagues Under the Saad that
some characters in European fairy tales weegenrleague bootsBut just how much is a league? Its
three miles. Originally, the term referred to the distance a person or a horse could walk in an hour.

. @& GKS glex oF0O1 Ay GKS 322 R -gRdtd of Brie edmllionthifS Y S G S
the circumference of the Earth (along the great circle cioient with the meridian of longitude passing
GKNRdzZAK tIFINARAVET K26SOSNE y2¢l RFédasxs AGQa ol aSR
alone?]
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4.7 Speed

Yes, we all know about vehicle speeds of miles/hour (and kilometers/hour), but what abduhstt

goes really fast? How do we measure that? The fastest thing we know ofdpdhe at which light

travelsh y | @ OdzdzY® ! & mMycIHyH YAfSakaSO2ymdfash pp> T d
[The second fastest thing | know of was myeir-old son when spitting out a slice of dill pickle

GKAOK KS (1yYyS¢ AYy I ROKVOSLUKIR ESOIRKRYQEH R2R1 S NJ

Now we think of seeing things instantaneously; howewatt) the earth being approximately

93 million miles from the sun, at the speed of light a sunray takes abous&00nds (that is,

8 1/3 minutes) to reach us. This distance from the Earth to the sun i@smenomical unit[By the

way, sunlight reflected by the moon takes only aboutgde2onds to reach Earth.] As such, looking very
long distances such as with a space telescapwe see light that has traveled a very long way and
thus gives usa picture of whausedto be there. We currently haveo way to see what is actually there
now! Aearthlierexample is in communicating voice via a satellite link; there is a short delay. And the
time it takes to send a message between Earth and Ma&sstabout §20 minutes depending on
GK2a$S LXFySiaQ LRaAAGAZ2YAaAD

For those of you who have a lot of time on your hands, there isighé year, which is the distance that
light travels in a vacuum ime Julianyead 0 K & A &as> Ay drilipndniles (1Rillicha 0 ® ¢ K|
kms). [Of course, if you worked @strometn> & Brefe® tReparsedinstead.]

For all of you budding interstellar space travelers, after the sun, our nearest known Btaxisia
Centaur] which is about 4.28ght-years away. As that is some B#lion miles (42rillion kms) away,
@2dzQf t ySSR (2 3ASG Iy SFENIe adl NIo

Compared to lightsoundtravels ve-r-y sl-o-w-l-y, at a mere 1,26 feet/second (343.2
YSGSNAKkaSO2yRO® ! OO2NRAY3A (2 2A1ALISRAII G¢KS alL
called theMach number Objects moving at speeds greater than Madire tiaveling at supersonic
ALISSRade 0.8 Yeé OlFrftodzZ A2y sE Y& adzoO2YLI OG OIF NJ
me as | race on by!) One application of this knowledge is in figuring out how far away a storm is. When
the lightning flashes, it resnes an observer more or less instantaneously; however, the accompanying
thunder takes Seconds to travel each mile §8conds eackm), so each second delay between seeing

the lightning and hearing the thunder is 16% a mile (0.3Xm).

¢ 2 | fdesae@Sdeéns al Af 2NBSX (2RI & A darnd (d@pdzabiinged (ikea & 2 dz 0
pirate), and &notis onenautical mile(1.85km) per hour, which is about 15% faster thastatute
mile/hour. And yes, the name comes from counting the number of knots in a line.

4.8 Area

In the metric system, smaller areagncluding a house lot are measured in square meters, while a

farm would be measured inectares with a hectare being about 2d&xres Every so often, | meet a

farmer in my area here in rural Northern Virginia. When | ask him how much land he has, he typically
NBLJ ASas GNBRezi ¢rp 6 KAOK L NBLIX &x ac¢KIFiQa y20 |
biggerth y GKIFGHE @w¢KS FINY 2y gKAOK L ¢gla NFXrAaASR K
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hometown area these days is 6,000 acres.] Now if you go inté\tleie outbacko visit a sheep or i
cd GadtS adaGlriAz2ys @22dzQNB Gl f1Ay3 LINRPLISNIe airl Sa A
commute by light aircraft. There are 640 acres in a square mile.

In Australia during the Imperial days, the floor space of a house was measw®@abiresvhere a
square was 10x10 feet. An averagjee house in my hometown area was;13 squares. The-8torey
townhouse | lived in for many years here in the US wasg@@res, and manylcMansiondn the area |
now live are 50squares and sit on &res:what a country!

If you are looking to measure teeny, tiny things, check out the hanit.
4.9 Temperature

The two most common temperature scala® Fahrenheif written as °F, an@elsiugalso known as
Centigradg, written as °C. Water freezas 32 °F (0C) and boils at 212 °F (1UD). And just in case
@2dz R2y Qi 1y26 GKS O2y@SNEAZ2Y F2NXNdzZ | 43X KSNB (K

°F = ((°C x 9) + 5) + 32
°C=("E32)x5)+9

Trivia question: Which temperature is exactly the same number in both °FGhédnswercn n @ 52 y Qi
believe me; use the conversion formulas above.

b2g AGQA ¢2NIK y2iAy3 GKFG G§KS uii@ekstl Xhjsd bacabiseli’S NI
is defined in terms of one standard atmospheric pressure. Specifically, the boiling paatsofis

f26SNI G £26SNI LINSBaaddz2NE FyR KAIKSNI FdG KAIKSNI LI
and the atmospheric pressure decreases by al#8at So, when cooking in the milegh city of

5SYy@SNE / 2f 2Nl R23 ¥ 2 NJptetsbmelaffy@itrechpesdzQf £ ySSR G2 N

As you well know, some people have way too much time on their hands, and Eelthescale was

born. The starting point for this ibsolute zer@ 1Y A &c b H Ir ¥ @ M, the tbriperature at
GKAOK Fff OGKSNXIE Y2(iA2y TGFHE)salkdydEdNINGSE LQY C
event, in the Australiamernaculay absolute zero is known &oody colbr/ 2 f RSNJ G KFlYy | 4]
The Kelvin scale simply is the Celsius scale with 273.15 subtracted. déobutdone, some scientists

not of the metric faith and with idle hands came up with fRenkinescale, which also represents

absolute zero, but with a value of’®. This scale simply is the Fahrenheit scale with 459.67 subtracted.

Here are some numbers you might find interesting:

1 The normal human body temperature when taken orally is approxim&&hir (37°C).

1 The hottest temperature ever recorded on earth was 2B456.7C) in 1913 in Death Valley,
California

1 The surface temperature of the sun is about 9,9815,505C), which akarusdisamvered to
his own peril, was a little too hot for high flying especially when his feathered wings were held
together with wax.
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1 At an altitude of 34,000 feet (10,460 meters), the temperature outside my plane while flying
recently over remote Canada on my wi Japan wag63 °F 52.8°C). As a result, | kept my
window wound up tight!

4.10 Odds and Ends
Here is got-pourri of other units:

According to Wikipedia,spand A & (G KS RAa0FyOS YSI aAdzZNBR o6& | KdzYy
to the tip of the little finger. In ancient times, a span was considered to be lalbigbe 52 €2dz 1Y
howlong® dzNJ Kl yRQa alLly AaK L FAYR GKF(G dzaS¥FdzZ 6KS:
@St L R2y QU0 KIFI@S | GFLIS YSI&adz2NE KFyReéo

LF &2dz ¢l yd G2 YSI adz2NSE (K Shaki$ dnd ¢ whick i ihobes by K 2 NE&
2 KSy A0 02YSa (2 FNIXIOGA2Yyas GKAA Aa | NIYGKSNJI A
number inbase 4rather than base 10 (decimal). For example,sidar a horse 581ches high, which is
14%hands. This is written as 14.2 hands, not as 14.5, as you might expect. A horse an inch taller would
be 14.3 hands, and one another inch taller would béndbds (not 14.4)[To learn more about number
bases, seeny August, 2015 & & WaaZis Normat Part 5: Numbers and Counting Systént® 6

S
y

b2g GKIG LQ@OS Y2@OSR (XKINGSKZAdzA R (/0SS aQ2dSENHE QF
some firewood. In the US (and Canada), that comes bydh& A cord of wood occupies a volume of

128 cubic feet (3.62 cubic meters), or a stack al#x4ix8 feet. The metric folks use theere. In the

UK, the termfathomOl'y 6S dzaSR (2 YSI &adz2NB | ljdz2rydAade 2F ¢

2 SQIBISt KSI NR |02 dzii-cataé 40 &Y Sadzkbigs wEOH ER dzy A G 2 F
to 0.007055 ounces (200Qg). A carat is subdivided into 100ints.

- A

If you do enough crossword puzzles or play enoBglabbled I YS &> @&2dzQff 02YS | ON
measuresmanden. Some of their siblings apcaand point.

If after reading this you still have free time, check bushe| dram, grain, pennyweighf andscruple
plusavoirdupois weiht, troy weight andapothecaries’ weight

4.11 Conclusion

For more information than you probably will ever want to know about unitheésure, clickere.

LY MpTHI Ay GKS $SS| F2ftt26Ay3 1 dza0ONFfAF Q& AYLIX
neighborhood deli. An elderly gentleman ahead of me said that he wantedilograms of milk, at

which the owner looked over at me and smiled, and served the man two liters. Yes, it was amusing, but
at least the customer was trying to get with the program.

During the changeover Down Under, there was a national debate oprtiraunciation of the word
kilometer, and even the then Prime Ministegough Whitlamgot into the debate. Was it ki-lo-me-ter
2NJ 1LATf2Yi SGSNK ¢KS o6Sad NBaLRyasS L Oy YIF1S A3
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Gough, the joke goes that he had a stired way of shortening the unemployment lines; simply ask
the peopk to stand closer together!]

Ly G4KS wmdpT10CHEad quiiefa Sw bitlsohs. If you follow the hyperlink and read carefully

(KS aS0GA2Y GUpO7&Rc & hNA BEATYH f & Badng BIirS t6 a Vbl of@l Y R Q 4
OSNIFAY 02Ré& FftdzAR SYAUUGSR FNRY TheBgdtiés€etss y S KSN
almostbanal

By the way, did you hear about the caemed fisherman? He caugatfish this long! (Holds up one
hand.) Now that joke hardly measures up, does it?
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5. April 2013, Gstandards z The Secret Life of a Language
Lawyer 6

On a very regular basis, many of us plug an electric appliance into a wall outlet. Not only do we expect
the plug to fit, but we also expect the appliance to work, probably without even thinking about it. Yet

that can be so only if all the suppliers of electric sockets and plugs serving a given region follow the
same socketand-plug design, and the correspondinigetrical conventions. And as you might have
experienced, while you can take a device with gplu§ and use it directly in Japan, you cannot do so

Ay DSNXIyeées FYyR @GAO0S @OSNAERIFIT |G GKS @OSNB tSlradx
piece that allows selected prongs to protrude; the other provides a series of convertors that stack on
one another. Both handle US, European, UK, and Australasian inputs and o8gritay January 2015

S & & Is&kets,®lugs, and Calsid

{AYyOS 5SOSYOSNI mpynZ LQ@BS 62NJ SR 2y | ydzYoSNJI 27
¢SOKy2t238 IINBIFI® L 62y Qi 02NB @& Aaler ah A wilkKmedtisn® Sa 2
O2dzLJX S 2F LINRP2SOla gAGK ¢gKAOK &2dz YAIMay NBfE I GSd
examples of standards and conventions.

Regardless of how, why, or by whom a standard is created, it needs to be written as a clear

specification, so people can build products and provide services to comply with that standard. The
person in charge of writing such a specification is often call@aijgct editoror redactor. [For the past

12years, that has been my main role in standarelsited work, hence the title of this essay. From a
adlFyRINRQAa ¢ NgnhalliS Avery strod§ WadliGeteasin #hight, could andshould are

weak words. AndnayA & aAGNByYy3 AT A& YSIya GKEBAYI LISNIVA A

51 Standard or Convention?
There are two main kinds of standards:

1 Mandatory/Regulatory (defined by local, national, or international public health and safety
officials, for example)
1 Optional/Industry initiatives (to allow interoperability and preservation of investment in
equipment and training)
Sometimes, a vendor aonsortiumof vendors so dominates a market that its products becartde a
facto standard.

5.2 Standards We Use Regularly

hFGSy 6KSyYy L Llzi 3FraztAyS Ayid2 Y& OFNE L &4SS
has been calibrated and tested by the local/state Depamnibof Weights and Measures aitest
datesp¢ | 26 R2 ¢S 1Y 2 ¢twadanedfga SrihatihgBa SIEIF OliSEe 2F Y€

LI @8Ay3 F2NJ g6SA3IKE SEFOGte 2yS {Af2K h¥ O2dz2NBES:Z
simply havetai Ndza i a2 YS2yS (2 &I gSKARRYBKS (1a OWHNBD(If &f
YFH1S GKId GKS OFrasSz FyR AF (GKSe& R2 GKSANI 220 LI
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Regarding environment and health, there are standards for water gualit quality, and automobile
exhaust emissions. We have standards for seat belts and airbags. And given the growing use of the
term organicwith respect to food, we have an evolvingput not univesalt set of definitions.

However, read the fine print; there aswaysmarketers trying to stretch the truth. [By the way, when
people talk about organic produce, | joke that it really does taste much better than that inorganic
stuff!]

When it comes to ulities and appliances there are a whole host of standards, many of which vary
considerably from one country to another:

9 Electricity: In the US, we use 1ddlts and 6(Hertz with the plug having two vertical, flat
blades and an optional circular ground &g pin. And even then, on some plugs one of the flat
blades is taller than the other. [1G@ars ago, a lot of power generated in the US wakldfz.

In my original country, Australia, it is 240lts, 50Hertz, with two, flat blades at an angle to
eachother and an optional third flat blade as the ground.] For a lot of information about
different plug/socket conventions, cli¢lere.

1 Telephone: For those of us in the US still having a landlineewydikely plug our phone into an
RJlljack | 26 SOSNE GKIG ol ayQd Fftglrea GKS OFaSo
wall socket had four pins equally spaced around a large, circulgr [@0+years ago, when |
started traveling internationally with a laptop computer using diplinternet access, | bought
a large set of adaptors that converted an RJ11 plug into pretty much every local phone socket
type that existed.] Of course, now wave wireless mobile phones, but they use a myriad of
incompatible conventions, and phone vendors can put locks on their handsets. There is also a
standard for international telephone numbers, having the general form

+ <countrycode> <areaode> <lgalhumber>

For example, +1 703 555 1212 is in the US (country tpdéth area code 703, which is in
northern Virginia.

1 Radio: It still amazes me that | can stick a stationary antenna up in the air and use it to listen to
news and music. And to be alitedo that in a car moving at 58ph or on a jet flying at
600mph, is truly amazing. Beyond that, we need some standard transmission bands, such as
AM, FM, XM, andshort wave

§ Television: The US (and other countrieg)NTS@ 22 {1 Ay 3t &8 NBFSNNBR G2 |
{IYS [/ 2ft2NE 2NJ ab2d ¢KS {FYS /2t2NJ s6A0Sé03x
countries) had?Al. and France and its territories, and Russia (among otherspBathMThen,
of course, we had th&HSvs.Betamaxvideotapeformat war. And just to make it interesting,
the audio on a PAL VHS tape can be heard on an NTSC VHS player, but the video cannot be seer
due to the different number of lines per frame.

f Audio/Video: If you are like most people, yowkaNJ { Q &f caflé&sdbéhind your stereo/TV
cabinet. Currently, | havie CAcomposite SVideg component andHDMIO 6 f S&A® ¢ KS& Q|
standards; they just need entirely different (and sometimgpansive) cables. For a lot of
information about different audio and video interfaces and connectors, blick
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CD: After all the shakeout with videotape formats, thalio CDfolksgot it right. An audio CD

can be played on any player anywhere in the world. What a concept! Of course, that was too
sensible, and more complexity was needed; we had audio GBRAND CER, CERW, Video

Compact Discs (VCIper Video Compact Discs (SVCD), PhotoCD, PictureCan€D

Enhanced CD. (Did | miss any?)

DVD and Bluay: When this media arrived, piracy of intellectual property was a growing

problem, so while your average gardeariety digital video is the sanaound the world, the

notion of DVD region codewasintroduced. Australia uses a region codetafhile the US uses

a code ofL. So,when a friend from Down Under brought me a prerecorded vided, ¢ 2 dzf Ry Q
play on any of my video players. And while it would play in my Windm@mssd PC, the player
a2F0o61FNE 61 NYSR YS GKIF G A-based P\ilBneajfer whichdf | & |
would permanently switch the code of my DVD drive to tloaeign code only. | am happy to

report that when | burn a DVD with my homeovie maker software, it uses the universal

region coded. Of courseDVDscomein a number of flavors: DVD, DARDM, DVER, DVD+R

DVDRW, DVD+RW, and DYRAM, with DualLayer being added to the mix.

Digital Photo: While there are numerous formats for these, the camera industry seems to have
settled onJPEG

Most of us drive a car arse public transportation. Doing so involves a whole host of standards. For
example:

= =4 =4 48 -4 4

T

Nuts and bolts: The size and threading

Tires: Diameter, width, and quality

Batteries: Voltage and quality

Fuel and Oil: This may include fuel efficiea@ndards

Windows: Safety glass specifications

Traffic lights: This simple, but very important, invention is pretty much universal. However,
some countries still pass through yellow when going from red to green, while most do not. Also,
in some countrieshte set of lights is arranged horizontally while in others it is vertical.

Highway SignandTraffic Rulesin the US, at most intersections controlled by lights, drivers can
turn right on red after stopping.

The financial world employs numerous standards, which include:

T

T

Credit, Debit, and ATM/Cash Machine Cards: The size of the card, the format of the number,
and the magnetic stripe encoding

Electronic Funds Trans&iThese use an international Bank routing number and account
number

In the world of personal computers, there literally are dozens of standards:

T
il
1

T

Floppy DiskThere have been a number of popular sizaed formats.

Network Cables: The world finally settled thhe RJ43=thernet cable.

5S@PA0S |/ | patisSralpardls andsE Sports and cables. Now, everything seems to
be USBwith someFireWire

Surfing the Internet: Web pages have to be organized in some known fashion, and web
browserslike Chrome Firefox Internet ExplorerandSafarineed to understand that
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organization. If you have ever sent email toeagon in another country, the chances are their
address ended in aRtter country cod® & dzOK F & daddz] € > Gd2LIE S 2 NJ
A few other standards we use on a regular basis are, as follows:

1 Postal Seree: Postal codeand standardenvelope sizes

1 BarcodesUsed by most large supermarkets and department stores. According to Wikipedia,
G¢KS OSNE FANRBRO a0l UnwarsdlFProgudt CanMBC) hakaile veas dn la dzA § 2
LI 01 2F 2NRIESe /2YLIye OKSgAy3d DEANIREN) Wdzy S

1 Time ZonesndDaylight Savings Time

5.3 Who Develops Standards?

On the regulatory front, boards are often convened at the local, state, or federal levielinpitt
solicited from the public.

In the more formal standards world, we have Standards Development Organizations (SDOs). Some
examples are:

International:IEEEISQ IECandITU
National: The UBasANS|the UK ha8S) Germany ha®IN and France haSFNORfor
example

1 GovernmentUS Food and Drug Administratid$iS Environmental Protection Agency

1 ConsortiaEcma InternationalOASISW3C
In short, anyone or any organization can establish a specification. Unless it involves an area needing
32PSNYYSyd NB3Idz FdA2ys A0Qa Yzadfte | YFGGSNI 27
becomes a de facto or formal stdard. And just because a standard is produced by a recognized SDO

R284ay Qi YSIyYy Al 6Aff &d2OO0OSSRO ! yFa2NlidyliStesr Gk

T
T

In the case of commercial enterprises, to avoid being seguesiingantitrust activities, there usually
needs to be at least two competing groups working together using an open development process.

54 Compliance Testing

In many cases, a product or service that claims to conform to a standard must bedvieyiftesting,
with a certificate being issued before conformance can be claimed legally. For certain products,
governments might require such conformance before a vendor can qualify for procurement
consideration.

In the computing world, we have what agcalledvalidation suitesThese are used to test an
implementation to see if it conforms to a given specification.

| have seen many products (mostly electrical in nature) with the ldbél ! OO2 NRAYy 3 G2 2 A~
(Underwriters Laboratorigdgsa safety consulting and certification company headquartered in

Northbrook, Illinois. It maintains offices in 46untries. UL was established in 1894 and has

participated in the safety analysof many of the last century's new technologies, most notably the
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public adoption of electricity and the drafting of safety standards for electrical devices and
O2YLRYSylaoné

5.5 Maintenance of Standards

| can easily imagine that the entire specification fog tJS 11&0lt plugandsocket standard takes up

no more than a few pages of text, diagrams, and tables. As such, once all interested parties have
proofed this, there is a very good chance it can be frozen for a very long time, possibly forever. On the
other hand, a standard for a computer programming language might run 1,000 pages, and because its
basic building blocks can be combined in an infinite number of ways, it can be difficult, time
consuming, or even impossible to prove that its specificatiomisntomplete or selcontradictory in

some way. In any event, as technology evolves, such languages need to be extended. This requires
there to be a process by which the public can submit questions about a specification or to point out
possibleerrorsod K2 NI O2 YAy 3ad w¢KS fFNBSAG FYyR Y2ad O2Yl
6,500 pages. The committee responsible for maintaining that meetstéatace three times a year for
three days and by teleconference for two hours each month.]

5.6 Some of My Rgulatory and Standards Work

Ol Ay GKS SIFENIeé mptrnQas L ¢g2N]J SR F2NJ Ly ! dzadN
pesticide residues section of the Food and Drugs division. On a regular basis, | checked samples from
the egg, milk, and frésvegetable markets. Pesticides can enter the food chain through chemical

sprays on food fed to farm animals and poultry. However, farmers are prohibited from spraying crops
G22 Of2asS (2 KINWSads a2 GKA&a R2SayQi KIFLWLISyod

One day, | took delivery of 2ibzenbottles of red wine. Over a sevenakek period, | had to test each

one for artificial coloring, which was banned. Day after day, | found nothing, and | tested my control
method continuously. Then finally, in the last few bottles, one failed the teatastwith great

excitement that | hollered out the window to my bass/ho was getting in his car to go homéhat

GLQR F2dzyB XKYANASR o6l 01 FYR 46 GO0OKSR YS (Sad Ad
German wordshadenfreudeomes to mind.]

At that same time, some of my colleagues were testing for mercury in fish. It was also the heady days
of all those nasty things lik&4-D (a major ingredient in Agent Orang&)4,5T, andchloropicrin

After leaving Chemistry, | went intoelHfield of computing working for a state highways authority.
Every truckload of concrete delivered to every jobsite had a sample taken. Three days later, that
sample was crushed with all kinds of information being recorded. | implemented a system tosproces
the results. [By the way, if a batch failed the tests, the contractor had to rip up all the concrete from
that batch at their own expense!]

If you have used Microsoft Word for some time, you may well have noticed that with the 2007 edition,
the files crated changed from type DOC to type DOCX. The former was a format proprietary to
Microsoft, and was wildly popular. However, some US state and foreign governments wanted office
software that read and wrote files that could be understood by any vendor. 8hdtivas|S2950Q a
4t F NI adl yRFNR Ay@2ft gAy3a a2YS cIpnn LI HDE&E D b2
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also covers the formats for Excel aadwerPoint. As a result, Apple uses this format for the office tools
on its platforms, as do other vendofsuch as Google)

Inthepast2® S NAX LQ@S | faz2z 0SSy Ay@2t SR Ay 6NAGAyYy3
culturally diverse audigces by dealing with such things as name, address, and telephone number
formats; a variety of date and time formats; a large variation in alphabets and writing systems; and so

on. If you think for a moment what might be involved in making the exact saogrgm (MS Word, for
SEFYLX S0 62N)] Ay !'{ 9y3IftAaKI . NAGAAK 9y3IfAaKI ({
have some idea why standards can be very important.

5.7 Conclusion

As | travel around the world, | sometimes come across commerciatlostrial developments with

large banners or signs outsidayinglSO 9009 2 YLIX Al yi® | OO2NRAyYy3I (2 2A1A
family of standards is related to quality management systems and designedp@tganizations

ensure that they meet the needs of customers and other stakeholders while meeting statutory and
NBEIdzZ  G2NE NBIljdZANBYSyda NBfIFIGSR (2 G§KS LINRBRdAzOUd

Every area of life is affected by standards, which can be as diverse as welding for pipglaresgas
explorationn how to cook the perfect pastdnow to make the perfect cup of teow to taste wine
toothbrushes, acoustics and hearjramd musical instrument tuning. Theregigenlrish Standard.S
417:1988 Specification for Irish Coffe@hich outlines the ingredients used, the minimum quantity of
Irish Whiskey, the depth and quality of cream, and the temperature, among other things. Whatever
will they think of next?
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6. May 2013, QA Little Bit of Kulcha z Part 16

w2 A0K dKAA aSNASas LQYGS RRSR a2YS LK2G2ad ¢ KSN
information on people, places, events, and things, and many of those lead to photos as well.]

Having been born and raised imiralia where the masses are rumored to have all the sophistication

of Crocodile Dunded. Q@S 3IA Sy (i 4kheek 8tig. dnlAdstralisulicBaig Sataffor

culture> YR L dzaS GKA&a GSNXY NIGKSNI f22aSt &®dwn! & L Q¢
Underisi KS b I { )\ 2yt . SS Nisdieb rfforessalziisiia¥odhian mho2ndght take
2FFSyO0S i KIG aidraSYSyidz (2 6KAOK L O2yOSRS=:
AYLINSaaA@S G22H¢

| was raised in a workirglass family in rural Australia where dand farming and irrigateétuit

growing dominated the area. | was the youngest of five children, and, for most of my formative years, |
lived outside any town. Much of my early education took place in schools having seven grades taught
in the same room by the same teacher, simuétansly. The libraries were very small, and half the

books were rotated out every few months. At home, | had a few books of fiction, some comics, an
atlas, and a set of encyclopedias. There was a radio; a record player; a weekly, local newspaper; and
much hter, a blackand-white television with two or three rather snowy channels. Entertainment was
limited to monthly dances after regional sporting events, card evenings, school plays, and an
occasional traveling concert. | doubt | knew an adult who had ariilward, and people who listened

to classical music or opera, or had any understanding of art, were way outside the norm, as were
adults over 40 who had attended high school. [In 1969, | was the first in my family to complete

12 years of formal educatioh.

In my home state of South Australia, apart from the capital, Adelaide, almost all towns had fewer than
5,000 reS|dents so the main centers of higher learning and associated museums and galleries were

, ; located in that city. Up until the end of high sciod Y& 3dz5a&4 Aa L Q
capitakt which was 160niles away only five or six times and then mostly on
day trips. The only cultural event | recall from that era was a visit to the state
Museum of Natural History and the zoo. Once | moved to Adelaidal &ccess
G2 Fff a2NlHa 2F GOdzZ GdzZNSR¢ LI I 0Sa I yR
having the price of admission, it also required the desire to not only participate
in such activities, but also an investment in learning to appreciate them. And |
had no background to do that. As such, | greva@hilisting at least in terms of
fine art appreciation. [The photo at left is my Aussie version of the classic
painting,American Gothi¢

This multipart essay is not about culture, per se, but rather about the places and events of a cultural
nature that | have visited or experienced in myy&érs of (mostly international) travel. And even

though I lived in Australia for 3kears prior to that, most of my travel experiences there are from later

2y Fa | d2dz2NAad GNY gStAy3a FTNRBY Yeé [R2LIISR O2dzyi
click on some of the hyperlinks to learn mpes well as to think about, and hopefully visit, some of

these places in person.
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6.1 Ancient Civilizations and Old Sites

hyS 2F Y& FTANRG SELISNASYyOSa Ay (oKkKMaghu Bdchiprea 2 NB 4 |
Cuzco, in the Andes of Peru. Constructing a place like this without modern machinery musebave

a huge task, especially given that the quarries where the stones appear to have come from are

nowhere near the building site. The stones were cut so precisely that no mortar was needed in the

joints. | had the privilege of staying at the site overmigbhich meant that after the day trippers left

on the afternoon train and before they returned the next morning, we few overnight guests had the

place toourselves. [| went there after a week in a base jungle camp and then a primitive camp on the
Amazon Rivedownstream fromlquitos, Peru.]

Next up were the earthen, stepyramids inPueblg Mexico, from the Aztec era.

hy Yeé FTANRG @QAarad G2 /2aidlF wAalOlFX L &aKFENBR || K2a
city of Antiguain Guatemala. Up to thdatme, | had no knowledge of nor interest in Guatemala, but a

year later, there was After two weeks of private Spanish lessons and some touribgdo de Atitlan
andChichicastenangd spent time at the Mayan pyramids Bkal Some are half exposed with large

trees growing up and over them. Without a vantage point, there m@svay to see these seemingly
martrmade points reaching above the surrounding jungle, so they remained unknown to the modern

world for many years.

One northern winter, | spent two great weeks in the northeagt pd the Yucatan Peninsulef Mexico
that was formerly occupied by the Maya. | startedratum a weltpreserved seaside town. From there
| visitedthe pyramid and sprawling city &tobabefore going on to stay atalladolid the location of
several impressiveenotes(sinkholes). | saved the best, the
Chichen ltzaomplex, till last(See photo at right.JThe
al&8lyQa (1y2¢fSR3IS 2F adNR|
impressiveas is the internationally recognizable pyramid
(which, fortunately, tourists can no longer climb).

The first time Wwent to Stonehengevisitors could walk right
among the stones and touch them. tuty was a great
experience to be there and to think about the purpose of th
place and the impressive feat of dragging those stones frorg
far-away place. It really was incomprehensible that only — S
100years earlier, a visitor there could rent a hammer fridma local blacksmlth to break oﬁ a plece of
stone as a souvenir, and that farmers were crushing sontieedfntelsfor use as gravel.

Although the English went through a more modern period of notigliaths, the Roman sitd Bath
is impressive as is the city now surrounding it.

A few years ago, | made my first trip to the Middle East, where | spent all my free time in Jordan. | was
based irthe capital, Amman and made day trips in and around that city. Highlights included the well
preserved Roman city derash{complete with arena for chréot racing, and a beautifully restored
semicircular theater with uniformed musicians playing bagpipes), the ancient amphitheater downtown,
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* and a walking tour withwo young Palestinian women who

~ were graduate students. While there, | learned that

— Amman vas formerly known aRhiladelphiaTo be sure,

- the highlight of the trip was three days and two nights in

- Petra the capital city of the Nabataeans built around

' 300BC. [The Treasury building carved in the rock face was
made worldfamous by the firstndiana Jonemovie see

. photo at left]

- My visit to manland China involved two weeks in Beijing,
-~ one of which was spent playing tourist. The highlights

/. includedTiananmen Squayrehe Forbdden City the

" ¥ Summer Palacdhe Temple of Heaverthe Great Wal(see

~  photo below) and the much more recent 2008 Summer

~ ht eYLAORDAE b QUnfortunately | Wwasdhere in

December when the windowled,and the temperature did

not get abovedreezing! | highly recommend going at a

% warmer time.

i My first visit toRomewas for three days in 1979, and it was
my first stop in Europe. To say that the city is an outdoor

museum would be an understatement. | went back for four
days in 2005. The highlights were theliseunand the
Pantheon

The Neolithic monument dflew Grangésin the Boyne Valley :
of Ireland. Like a number of other sites, it is built so it
ddzyQa fA3IKG SYydSNm G y22y
odzAt G mZnnn @SIFENB 6STF2NX 913

=z
o}
ax
ax

6.2 Religious Places and Artifacts

The UK is full akligious sites, many of which are ruins from the time whimryVllldissolved the

Catholic monasteries. The joke among people who visit such sites on one of the numerous bus tours is
GKFG a2 SQNB F2Ay3 2y |y | ./ ¢2dNE ! y2iKSNJ . f 22F
AGQa | OAa GRyane df thd stillestEndlish &ities. Other places of note in England are
Westminster Abbeyespecidly for all you royal wedding buffs and Da Vinci Code fanspanédaul's

Cathedral

37


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petra
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indiana_Jones
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiananmen_Square
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forbidden_City
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Summer_Palace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_of_Heaven
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Wall_of_China
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird%E2%80%99s_Nest_stadium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rome
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coliseum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pantheon,_Rome
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Grange
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_VIII_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ely,_Cambridgeshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Abbey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Paul%E2%80%99s_Cathedral
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Paul%E2%80%99s_Cathedral

wSE W $& 0K S:walume &2 Beember@0iAthfaligh November2013

Rome boasts th&atican CityFrance hsNotre DameandMont Saint
Michelle(see photo at left) Leipzig, Germany, h&s. Thomas Churgh

the final resting place ddach andLutherstadt WittenbergGermany, has
the church on whose dodvlartin Lutherposted his theses.

After traveling for 2%veeks in South East Asia, | was pretty much
overdosed withBBuddhas they were sitting, standing, reclining, made of
32f R YR 42 2y® | 2SOSNE | FGSNJI |
lot more Buddhist temples (and Shinto shrines)eiu |£and of South Korea; Beijing antbng Kong
China; andNarg Kyotg Tokyq Sapporg Miyajima(perhaps my aitime favorite, especially when the

tide is in), andamakuraall in Japan.

On Todos Santog\(| Saints DagndHalloweerd = L Q@S f
firecrackersand cleared around graves in Mexico, and
watched the annualeligiousparade inChichicastenango
Guatemala.

hy ydzYSNRdza GNALA (KNP dzAK 2 dzi
lunchtime and/or evening organ and choir concerts in a
& varietyof churches and cathedrals. One particular eveat
&| woman soloist singingve Mariain a large church in
! BudapesiHungary sticks in my mind.

¥ During several trips to Norway, | saw some wondesfalve
Churchesmedieval wooden buildings with slateafs. And
% during my two weeks idaint Petersburg, Russiessaw

4. quite a few impressiv@rthodoxchurches.

s [

right) areworth a visit g

- -~ -~
> >

For an interesting and rather scathing tak

on religious relics,eea | NJ  Chook A & :
Innocents Abroacthe first ever travel : i e 1 DR EEtEs
guide. e v <. {
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7. June 2013, QA Little Bit of Kulcha z Part 26

In Partl, we coveredAncient Civilizations and Old Sitewl Religious Places and Artifacts

7.1 Royal Hangouts

[ SGQa 0S3IAY 4 A iKckoy@tPRlsgtR d S > x4 o1 x
Windsor Castl¢see photo at right)and many other fine royal t

residences, bt, for my money, the place to spend your time is
Hampton Court Palacgin the summer season, ride at least |,
one way on the Thames River.] Famous residents included
HenryVIllandWiliam and Marp 52y Qi YA aa
clock. I also highly recommend a visitiover CastleSome
20years ago, lots of more modern history has become publi
with the declassification of former secrets. [Think evacuatio
Dunkirkin WWII.] Of course, théower of Londoris worth a
stop as well. Scotland has it®lyrood PalacandEdinburgh
Castle

In Denmark, it was my great pleasure, several times, to foaderiksborg Castlén Hillergd. Built on a
small island in a lake, it gave me some great ideas for my next country home. In recent years, extensive
restoration of gardens nearby was carried dutk Y f S (i CriiHelsimgdr is fal§o worth a look.

In the Netherlands, | spent a great hdHy at the palace dfiet Loo What really impressed me there
were the gardens and extensive fountain and irrigation syste

On various trips to Asia, | spent time in a variety of royal placésgan Tokyq Narg andKyotqg
especially) and China (Beijing, theperial Cit). The longeigning royal family of hailands very
popular; every cab and every shop had a picture of the King and Queen.

Supposedly, when WeDisney toured Bavaria, Germany, the sighilefischwansteigave him the
ideafor/ A Vv RS NXE f dt Disneyland.f ol fe&ad up a bit on the man who had this castle Kiril,
Ludwigllx e 2ndZ6b ratheFinteresting, not to mention eccentric! Another stunning residence of

his isLinderhof In the old Prussian Capital, Potsdam, the summer palace of Fretdfitie Great),
Sanssouctiwithout cara is definitely worth of a visit. The first time | visited the castlel@delberd
O2dzZ Ry Qi KSft L) o6dzi {lkdlghfer tKad the Burdpedas Rad beeh $1Wortd NXzY 6
America. (The length of history is relative, | guess.) @disquetown is wellknown as the setting for

the operetta,The StudentPrinde LY HAannX gKSy 2yS 2 TWedndzNRatJS Q& / c
the pleasure ofisiting the palace dbuchess Anna Amali§he introduced the guitar to Germany, and,
as a result, her palace is now an internationally acclaimed guitar school, demgile concerts. The

old libraryin town, named for her, is world famous. The palace of her Botig Carl Augusis right in

town.

If you are in theCzech Republido visitPrague Castland also take the 3fninute train ride out to see
YI NI Ol S2K2/6IS®HEINE R2y Qi A2 2y GKS 2yS RIFé& SI OK
experience).
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In France, | stayeid Caer Normandy, wher&Villiam the Conquerowas based (and is buried). He

built some fine churches there. [I must say that when | saw his tombstone, | was quite surprised to see
thathisy  YS NXBI f & ¢l ayaihar,Gillkadnfah LY i GGExt 5L 58l aSSy
English nam&ViliamRA Ry Qi S@Sy SEAalG ol O1 G KSy ofiledhininl & = 4
2y K2g¢g GKAY3IEA KIFIR 3A2yS R2gyKATff Ay 9y3aAftlyR aiycC
I'f 0 K2dZAK L Q@BePalhck §f SaRsaillaNd®talngdRhe exted A S I NRSYasx L Q¢
inside.

During a 2veekstay inSt. Petersburg, Russiedropped by the Winter Palace, to see how the Tsar
used to live before his unfortunate I OOk RSy @ dz YA IKG | Y 2 dheilkrditagedzy 6 f S
Museum)

The Hungarian capitaiudapesireally is a combination of thevo cities, Buda and Pest, one each side
of the River DanubécalledDunain Hungarian). Pretty tricky, hey! ThmpressiveBuda Castleomplex
was home to the Hungarian kings.

Vienng Austria, has too many beautiful royal buildings to name. | looked around a number of them as
well as visiting thé.ipizzaner Stallio€s K 2 Y SpEnisii Kidhg Schealt Hofburg Palace

TheroyaK A 3Kt A 3K { Pdngyad Coadddhdrdiirkrhe® dalace complex of Roman
Emperor Diocletiain Split.

7.2 Military -Related Places and Things

Thefall of Singapore to the Japanese in World Wis depicted orSentosa Islandhe site of a British
fortress, reachable from the mainland by cabse. [While the harbor was well defended, the Japanese
had the audacity to attack overland!]

My first military museum was iGeneva Switzerland, and had an impressive collectionrosbows
pikes and such.

2 KSYy L QA& WNWn&SR CoayaminmyyR QA
yearold son, he was stunned to not only find the
moatwithout water, but it had a garden growing in it!
As a result, he felt compelled to inform one of the
uniformed attendants of the dangers of this oversight.
The gentleman thanked him, but said that he was
fairly sure an invasion was not imminent. In a
basement ofEdinburgh Castlésee photo at |&)

stands the formidable cannoivjons Meg And

outside, there is a guardog cemetery. If you have a
half day to kill in London, drop by tli&binet War
Roomdo see where Churchill managed his end of

WWII and where he sometimes slept.
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| was visitind3russels, Belgiupfior the first time when | discovered that the famous battl&fie
Waterlog, was just outside the city, so | went to have a look and climbed the2z Vv Q& a 2 dzy R

hy F 0NRAL G KCNBigd3eKt decyiedftorvigitRh@ focation of thgattle of Hastingswhere

William the Conqueror hopped on over from Normandy in 1066 wigwaof his close friends for

some fun and games. | discovered that the battle did not actually take place in Hastings (which is on

the coast), but some distance inland near the presdsy town of Battle (hencBattle AbbeY. The

battlefield has remained undeveloped since 1066, and | toured it while listening to an audio guide,

which reported on the battle from the perspectives of three different people: a Saxon soldier, a

Norman Knight,antf A v 3 14 ANBS REKE2 ¢ &4 adzLI2NIAYy3I GKS YSRAC
On a separate trip, to Normandy, | saw tBeyeux Tapesry, which depicts the events leading up to the

battle.

TheCanadian War Museukhy G KIF G O2dzy GNEQa OFLAGFES hddl gl X
informative.

On a motorhome trip avund South Dakotal dropped in aEllsworth Air Force BasAt the time, it was

an activeStrategic Air Comman(@AC) base for B52s and B1Bs. On a separate trip, to Arizona, | toured
a (deactivated)itanll missile silo near Tucso@nce the operatcs fired their missile, they had food,
water, and air for 3@ays in the underground bunker. WhileBaton Rouge, Louisianktoured a naval
shipnexttooneof f | A NE / FyiBg/Tifefighteriplares. Atourof 2 v 2 £ dzf d&earl | ¢ A A C
Harboris sobering especially when one looks down atlti&s Arizonfrom which oil is still bubbling

up some 7Q/ears after the attack. Aircraft carrier floay museums are berthed Ban Diegand New

York CityaU{ & dzo YI NA Y S A& |San Fancisds, anda GefmaBaat isin thefr

Museum of Science and IndusinyChicagoEredericksburg, Texawas the home of Fleet Admiral
Chester William Nimitzand it houses an extensive collection of WWII Pacific War museums.
Gettysburg, Pennsylvanies the location of the infamousmerican Civil Wédbattle by the same name.
Harpers Ferry, West Virginiwas the staging ground fédohn. N2 gfailéel daid. And finally, theittle

Big Horrbattlefield was where the Native Americans gaveneral Custeand his troops a lesson.

hyS 2F (GKS Yzaid Y20Ay3a SE LIS NHrSHiteSeacd Me@Sial BarkS NI K |
where the first atomic bomb was detotexd several hundred feet off the ground, for maximum effect.

The blast occurred directly abové&roshima Peace Memori@@ommonly called the omb Dome).

The ironic thing is that not dywas this dome one of only a few buildings in the area that was not
O2YL) SGSfe RSaOUNRESRYX YdzOK Y2ySeé FyR STF2NI KI 3
RSaAaUNR&eSRE adGlradS F2NJ GKS G2dzNRAadGa (2gvng2] |G !
discounts to children, students, and pensioners, survivors of the blast were admitted free! Some
compensation, huh?

My first visit to Berlin, Germany, was in 1999, and ever since then | have found it impossible to imagine
what the city was likewheh ' 6+ 4 RA @A RSR® Berid @/Sland ®afkegd oldivBrOSa 2 F
around stretches of where the wall rafiheckpoint Charlied JSOAF f f &8 f 1 01 a GKS a&NE
tourist attraction now. A few years ago, | toured a series of underground bunkers used by locals during
WWII.

41


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_Brussels
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Waterloo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lion%27s_Mound
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_Kent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Hastings
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_Abbey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_Godwinson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bayeux_Tapestry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_War_Museum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Dakota
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ellsworth_Air_Force_Base
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strategic_Air_Command
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Titan_Missile_Museum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baton_Rouge,_Louisiana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claire_Chennault
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flying_Tigers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honolulu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honolulu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honolulu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Arizona_Memorial
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Midway_Museum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Intrepid_(CV-11)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Intrepid_(CV-11)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Pampanito_(SS-383)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Museum_of_Science_and_Industry_(Chicago)




































































































